
Fun run assists family, Lighthouse for the Blind
By ROSEMARY MARTINEZ

Contributor

Mary Immaculate Catholic School in
Farmers Branch presented a check for
$15,639 to Dallas Lighthouse for the Blind
and a check for $15,639 to second-grader
Zach Thibodeaux.

The checks were presented earlier this
month by principal Matt Krause on behalf of
the Mary Immaculate students, who raised
the money during their Boosterthon Fun Run
in April. 

Zach, who found out last summer that he
is rapidly losing his eyesight due to Cone Rod
Dystrophy, will use the donation to support
the more-than-$2,000 per month costs re-
quired for academic needs as he adapts to his
blindness. Zach’s parents, who live in
Lewisville, have decided to keep Zach at Mary
Immaculate School, where they feel he will
have the strongest opportunities academical-
ly, spiritually and socially. 

The money raised for Dallas Lighthouse
for the Blind will be used to help the organiza-
tion continue its mission of providing oppor-

tunity and independence for residents in
North Dallas who are visually impaired or
blind. 

The donation was given in honor of 2001
Mary Immaculate School graduate Drew
Bernet, who lost his eyesight two years ago to
complications from diabetes. Bernet, who is
also a Lewisville resident, has acted as friend
and mentor to Zach’s family, helping them to
adjust to the challenges of blindness. 

During the event, Dallas Lighthouse for
the Blind president Nancy Perkins and Ann

Piper, the organization board’s vice chairman,
also presented Zach with a lifetime scholar-
ship for training at the Dallas Lighthouse. 

Rosemary Martinez contributes to neighbors-
go on behalf of Mary Immaculate Catholic School.
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MORE INFO

For more information about Zach,
visit his wish fun Facebook page at
tinyurl.com/zachwish. 

For more information about Mary
Immaculate School, visit mischool.org.

Submitted photos

Zach Thibodeaux displays the scholarship presented to him by Dallas Lighthouse for
the Blind.

MAKING A DIFFERENCE
Know a person or group
that’s making a difference?
Post stories and photos about them
on neighborsgo.com, and you might
see them in an upcoming edition.

SCOUTING

By ZITA DEGRAFFENREID
Contributor

Carrollton Girl Scout Service Unit 405 recently hon-
ored its adult volunteers with awards and dinner at
Polser Elementary School in Carrollton.

The Girl Scout organization depends on adult volun-
teers and honors them with a variety of awards every
spring. Nominations and support letters are submitted
by parents and girls and then approved by a council-
level awards committee. 

Shawn Young received Outstanding Volunteer and
Mark Avery received the Green Angel. Kathy Baker,
Ashley Kees, and Dora Scarborough received Out-
standing Leader, and Debbie Anderson, Annette Carr,
Michelle Chadwick, Diana Enriquez, Lisa Holdorf,
Laura Nisbett, and Kristen Shepard received the Troop
Cookie Manager Trefoil Award. Sharon Mentesana was
honored with her 10 Years of Service pin.

Service Unit 405 serves troops in several Carrollton-
Farmers Branch ISD and Lewisville ISD schools.

For more information about Girl Scout Service Unit
405, email youngsmtx@gmail.com or visit su405.com. 

Zita DeGraffenreid contributes to neighborsgo.com on
behalf of Carrollton Girl Scout Service Unit 405.

Service unit honors adult volunteers

Photo submitted by ZITA DEGRAFFENREID

Diana Enriquez (left), Shawn Young and Mark
Avery were among the adult volunteers who
received awards at a Carrollton Girl Scout Service
Unit 405 event May 5.

FACES OF THE MILITARY | MEMORIAL DAY

By RODGER CRAMER
Contributor

There will be a traditional ob-
servance of Memorial Day at 1
p.m. May 30 at the Knights of
Columbus hall at 2280 Springlake
Road, Suite 100, in Farmers
Branch. The event will be present-
ed by the Fourth Degree Assembly
of the Knights of Columbus Coun-
cil 5052 of Farmers Branch.

The public is invited to the
event, said Council Grand Knight
Cliff Starnes, and assembly mem-
bers are issuing a special invita-
tion to members and veterans of
the military and their families.

“We will formally retire a worn
out American Flag,” Starnes said.
“The Notre Dame Assembly
Choir will perform, and buglers
will play their traditional roles.”

In addition, speakers will pres-

ent a brief history of Memorial
Day and reflect on the signifi-
cance of the flag in prose and po-
etry. Participants will receive
handheld flags; refreshments will
be served.

The Knights of Columbus is a
Catholic men’s fraternal and
benevolent organization.    

For more information, visit
kofc5052.org.

Rodger Cramer contributes to
neighborsgo.com on behalf of Knights
of Columbus Council 5052. 

Knights of Columbus 
members present observance

FACES OF THE 
MILITARY
Post stories and
photos about the
military people in your life
on neighborsgo.com, and
you might see them in an
upcoming edition.
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By ROSEMARY 
MARTINEZ
Contributor

Mary Immaculate Catholic
School in Farmers Branch pre-
sented a check for $15,639 to
Dallas Lighthouse for the Blind
and a check for $15,639 to second-
grader Zach Thibodeaux.

The checks were presented ear-
lier this month by principal Matt
Krause on behalf of the Mary
Immaculate students, who raised
the money during their
Boosterthon Fun Run in April. 

Zach, who found out last sum-
mer that he is rapidly losing his
eyesight due to Cone Rod
Dystrophy, will use the donation to
support the more-than-$2,000

per month costs required for aca-
demic needs as he adapts to his
blindness. Zach’s parents, who live
in Lewisville, have decided to keep
Zach at Mary Immaculate School,
where they feel he will have the
strongest opportunities academi-
cally, spiritually and socially. 

The money raised for Dallas
Lighthouse for the Blind will be
used to help the organization con-
tinue its mission of providing
opportunity and independence for
residents in North Dallas who are
visually impaired or blind. 

The donation was given in
honor of 2001 Mary Immaculate
School graduate Drew Bernet,
who lost his eyesight two years ago
to complications from diabetes.
Bernet, who is also a Lewisville

resident, has acted as friend and
mentor to Zach’s family, helping
them to adjust to the challenges of
blindness. 

During the event, Dallas
Lighthouse for the Blind president
Nancy Perkins and Ann Piper, the
organization board’s vice chair-
man, also presented Zach with a
lifetime scholarship for training at
the Dallas Lighthouse. 

For more information about
Zach, visit his wish fun Facebook
page at tinyurl.com/zachwish. 

For more information about
Mary Immaculate School, visit
mischool.org.

Rosemary Martinez contributes to
neighborsgo on behalf of Mary
Immaculate Catholic School.  

Fun run aids Lewisville family,
Lighthouse for the Blind
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Photo submitted by MEREDITH BUTTERFIELD

On their way
irl Scout Cadettes of Troop 1585 conducted a bridging work-
shop for fellow Junior Girl Scout Troops 802, 1430 and 3636 on

May 1. The workshop introduced the Junior Troops to their next level
as Cadettes and was a take-action service project that completed the
Cadettes’ Amaze Journey. The girls also collected donations for
Lewisville ISD’s Dressed to Learn program.
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