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Krause’s Korner
Welcome back all to MIS for another great year
of education and fellowship and a special
welcome to all of our new folks as well. You will
be part of the family before you know it! We are
growing and that is a good thing but it also
means lots of people to help learn who and what
we are. I am looking forward to working with all
of you, new and returning, to make sure MIS is
the best school we can possibly be.

There will be a few changes this year that you
may notice.

First off, grades will be far more live than in the
past. The teachers will be uploading grades every
week this year for all teachers who use electronic
grade books rather than after reports go home.
The grades will not be live the week before any
report card or progress report to allow teachers
to finish off any grading period.

A second thing you might notice will be the new
technique our teachers will be utilizing in the
classroom. They are called Thinking Maps and
they consist of visual patterns on fundamental
thinking processes. Think of them as advanced
Venn Diagrams that will help our students improve
their critical thinking skills and assist long term
memory learning by tying knowledge to a visual
clue (picture or graph). These will be used across
all grade levels and in all classrooms at one point
or another. The teachers were trained in this
technique over the summer and are very excited
to utilize these tools.

Another small change is the transition of Linda
Coffin from full time homeroom teacher to part
time Dean of Middle School. This position was
created to help with discipline and planning,
along with scheduling and curriculum for the
middle school. As this is a new position entirely,
Mrs. Coffin’s responsibilities are evolving as
we go.

I could also add a small note about the addition
of prayer buddies for the 7th and 6th grade with
the 1st and kinder grades to the existing 8th grade
2nd grade buddies. The idea is that students will
have a buddy in the lower grades that they will
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stay with throughout the rest of their time at MIS.
The students will do small activities at school
with each other and go to mass from time to
time as well as pray for each other. I think this
is a very exciting addition to our religion and
spiritual program and the students are looking
to forward to making new friends.

Please join me in praying for a spiritual, safe
and education filled year. Working together
(teachers, parents and students), we cannot help
but succeed!

Yours as always,

Matthew Krause, Principal
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From the PTC President
Everyone survived the craziness of what we call
“Back to School Prep Day”, made it through the
first week of school in good condition, and got
wet at the Splashdown at the Back to School
Picnic. So you ask, what’s next?

Now that the dust has settled a bit, we have a
lot of new faces at MIS to get to know and
embrace as a part of our wonderful community.
What a blessing! Seeing all of the new families
around the school is very exciting. All of the new
families add yet another piece to our MIS puzzle
to help make it complete.

The children get to know each other through their
daily interactions at school, but what about the
parents? There are many opportunities to get
acquainted with each other, so I encourage
everyone to take advantage of them.

In September, Parent Socials by grade are a
perfect chance to visit with each other and get
to know each other. If you are a buddy family,
you can introduce your new family to all of your
friends in a social setting. Dads can get involved
in MIDs to meet other MIS fathers. You can
attend sporting events like football games to
support your team and meet new people.

In October, we have family events like the Fall
Festival, Dinner/Bingo/Bake Sale – both great
chances to meet a new friend.

Weekly e-mails and the calendar at the front
entrance of the school always list social activities
and events going on at MIS. They’re a great way
to stay up to date on MIS Happenings!

Since coming to Mary Immaculate School six
years ago, I have met some of my closest and
dearest friends. You now have that opportunity,
too. Just take that leap of faith and you may
meet your new best friend!

Sincerely,

Marianne Megarity, PTC President

Parent/Student Handbooks for 2011-2012
The Parent/Student Handbook for 2011-
2012 is now available on the school website.
Paperwork was sent to all families via
kidmail on Aug. 20 that you must sign and
return to confirm that your family has
reviewed the handbook. If a hardcopy
needed, they are available through the office.
To view the electronic copy of the Parent/
Student Handbook, please click here.
To request a hard copy of the publication,
please email your request to
smcgrenaghan@mischool.org.
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Jacquelyn Giordano, 2B
I have recently moved
to Dallas from New
York City and love the
life-style of Texas! I
am very much
looking forward to
being one of the
second grade
teachers at MIS. For
my undergraduate
degree I attended
Villanova University,

a Catholic university outside of Philadelphia.
While at Villanova I traveled to China to study
and from there majored in Liberal Arts and
minored in Asian Studies. I received my Masters
in Teaching from The University of Southern
California with a focus on teaching English
Language Learners. I have taught different grade
levels in New York City, most recently
Kindergarten at Harlem Success Academy
Charter School. I am so excited to share my
experiences and gain new ones here in Texas. I
will be marrying my college sweetheart in April
in NY and can’t wait for that celebration to take
place. I moved to Uptown with my dog scooter
and we are just loving it here! I enjoy volunteer
work and traveling in my spare time. Please stop
in and introduce yourself, as I look forward to
meeting everyone and becoming very involved in
the MIS community!

FEATURE
STORY: NEW

FACULTY

Kathy Doak, Music
I will be teaching music this year at MIS, and am very excited to be
here. I went to school at the University of Kansas in Lawrence, Kansas.
My focus there was music education, but I sang in the Chamber Choir,
played flute in the Concert Band, and also played piano. Last year I
was a long term substitute at St. Mary of Carmel, starting right after
Thanksgiving. I am the mother of five wonderful children, and currently,
the grandmother of two. By the time March comes around, however,
three more will be added to the family, and this grandmother couldn’t
be happier about it. When I have extra time I like to putter in the garden,
read novels, and sew. I am so glad to have the opportunity to join the
MIS faculty, and excited to begin the school year. I’m looking forward
to getting to know all the MIS students and families.

Megan Ray, 4A
I am the new fourth
grade teacher here
at MIS. As some of
you have discovered,
I have some deep
family roots in the
MIS community. I
attended MIS for
nine years,
k i n d e r g a r t e n
through eighth
grade. I am MIS

alumni 2000. My brothers and sister attended
MIS as well. My mom, Connie Nichols, and her
twin sister, Cathy attended MIS. Also, my
grandmother, Mary Nichols, retired from her
teaching career from MIS in 1991. I am very
fortunate, grateful, and excited to be starting my
first year of teaching at what feels like my home.
After graduating MIS in 2000, I went on to
completing my high school diploma at Lake
Dallas High School. I then earned my bachelors
degree in Elementary Education from Stephen
F. Austin State University in December of 2008.
I have earned three teaching certifications in early
education through fourth grade, English as a
Second Language, and Gifted and Talented. I
have spent the last 2 years substitute teaching
in several public school districts, as well as
Immaculate Conception Catholic School in
Denton. When I am not searching flea markets
for my next craft project, I am enjoying free time
with my family and friends at the lake, camping,
or at a family BBQ. I look forward to meeting the
rest of the MIS family and I am ready for an
exciting new school year. Please feel free to stop
by and introduce yourself to me.

Join us in
welcoming our
new faculty to
Mary Immaculate
School!
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FEATURE
STORY: NEW

FACULTY

Carey Murawski, 4B
I grew up in Mary
I m m a c u l a t e
Parish, having
graduated in the
MIS Class of ’98
before heading to
RL Turner and then
on to the University
of North Texas
where I earned a
Bachelor of
Science in

Kinesiology, with a minor in English. I have four
years of teaching experience in the Dallas
Diocese (2nd grade and Athletic Director/PE
teacher) and am excited to be in a teaching
position back in my home parish! I enjoy sports,
reading, movies, cooking, baking, and crafts. I
am active in the Mary Immaculate Young Adults
and enjoy volunteering at the parish as well.

Kassi Vander Heiden, 6B
This school year I
am the 6th Grade
Math, Science, and
Religion teacher
here at MIS. This
will be my first year
as a teacher in the
classroom for MIS,
and I am very
excited to be a part
of the MIS
community. I am a

native Texan – born in San Antonio, yet grew up
in Dallas. I attended St. Rita Catholic School
from Kindergarten through 8th grade, and taught
Vacation Bible School classes and CCD classes
there during my high school years. In May of
2011, I received my undergraduate degree from
Texas A&M University in College Station, Texas
with a Bachelor of Science in Interdisciplinary
Studies with a focus in Middle School Math and
Science Education. For the past three years, I
have served as an Extended Day Teacher during
the Summer Program at Greenhill School located
here in Dallas. My college student teaching
experience not only included middle school math
and science classrooms, but I also spent time
coaching 7th grade girl’s basketball and
cheerleading. Some of you may have also seen
me at the DECATS program this summer, as I
was the teacher for the class, “So You Want to
be A Scientist!” During my free time, I enjoy
dancing, reading books, playing board games,
and spending time with my family.

Cathy Huffman, 8A
I am the new 7th & 8th

grade science
teacher, as well as
7th grade literature
teacher. I grew up in
the Mary Immaculate
parish and have
three sons who
attended MIS and
Jesuit. After
receiving a BS in
Education from

Texas Tech University (“Get Your Guns Up”), I
married, had three sons, and taught 5th and 6th

grade in the C-FB ISD. For the last several years,
I have been in business with my sister planning
class reunions and was a substitute teacher at
Hebron High School. Outside of school I enjoy
traveling, sporting events, estate sales, Gigi’s
Cupcakes, and most importantly spending time
with my family and friends. I am looking forward
to returning to teaching and very excited to be
back at MIS!

Sandra Loshelder,
KC-Kindergarten Aide

I have been a
member of Mary
Immaculate Church
since 1990 and an
MIS parent
(Rebecca ’09, Julia
’12, Killian ’14)
since 2000. I am a
familiar face to
many of our
students already as
over the years I
have been a recess

monitor and music assistant. I grew up in the
Dallas Diocese, having attended St. Patrick and
Bishop Lynch High School before going to Texas
A&M University to earn my BS in Mathematics.
Prior to my years at MIS, I was a system
programmer at IBM for 10 years. I enjoy soccer,
sewing, reading and piano, and very much look
forward to working with the kindergartners!
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Saturday, October 8th
Packet pick up and late registration
from 7:00 a.m. until 7:45 a.m.

Kids’2K race begins at 8:00 a.m.
5K race begins at 8:15 a.m.

We are now accepting both group and
individual registrants for the Fun Run.
Online registration for the Fun Run is
available or you may print the registration
form out to return to the church office.
Forms are also available in the school
office or church office.

COMMUNITY
NEWS: FALL
FESTIVAL

FALL FESTIVAL
We are in full force planning this year’s Annual
Fall Festival and we need your help to ensure
we have the best community building event yet.

• FUN RUN - We are looking for sponsors and
volunteers to help with this year’s Annual Tour
de Branch 5k/1m Fun Run. If anyone would
like to co-sponsor this year’s T-Shirt, we will
guarantee a nice spot on our collectors t-
shirt. All proceeds from the run benefit the
White Rose Organization. Please contact
Alex Sagcal at asassoc@aol.com to
volunteer or become a sponsor.

• BASKETS - One of our most popular booths
is back…..the Basket Booth. We are looking
for individual or groups who will donate items
or a complete basket of goodies. The
suggested retail value is $25 to $40 for a
complete basket. Some suggested themes
are Texas!, I Love My Pet, Beach Fun, Family
Game Night, Christmas, Car Care, Golf,
Pamper Me, or Coffee, just to name a few.
You can sign up after all the masses during
September in the Narthex or sign up online
by click HERE. You may also fill out this
FORM and return it the church office. If you
have any questions, please contact Kris
Baginski at jris.f.baginski@jpmchase.com or
Mary Fregia at mfregia@carlson.com.

• VOLUNTEER – Family involvement is the
heart of Fall Festival and we encourage
every family to get involved…volunteer to
work on a committee, sponsor an activity or
donate a product/service to the event.

Do you have a special talent, such as
making balloon animals, face painting or
clowning? Volunteers for these areas, please
contact Kelly Bartholomew at
Kelly_bartholomew@hotmail.com.

Would you like to share your musical talents
with us? We welcome you to perform on our
main stage! Volunteers for live entertainment,
please contact Mary Mahaffey at
marymahaffey@cfbisd.edu.

Bakers, we need you too! We can use your
home-baked cakes for our cake walk, plus
loads of homemade cookies and brownies
for our Sweet Shop. Watch for more
information.

For more information on volunteering for the
Fall Festival, contact Prici Mahaffey at
pricim@maryimmaculatechurch.org or
contact the church office at 972-243-7104.

Mark your calendars! This year’s fun begins
Friday, October 7th with unlimited rides from 6:00
p.m. until 10:00 p.m. for the low price of $15.
We will also have food and drinks available for
purchase. Saturday’s activities begin at 11:00
a.m. until 9:00 p.m. We look forward to a GREAT
event!

Friday, October
7, 2010, 6:00
p.m. – 10:00 p.m.

Saturday,
October 8, 2010,
11:00 a.m. – 9:00
p.m.

http://www.maryimmaculatechurch.org/site/questionnaire.asp?q_id=1532&sec_id=2706
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COMMUNITY
EVENTS

THIS MONTH

Important Dates This Month
Fri Sep 2 Mass: 5A
Mon Sep 5 Labor Day - NO SCHOOL
Wed Sep 7 Magazine Turn In Day
Thu Sep 8 Mary’s Birthday
Fri Sep 9 8Mass: 4B

Athletes/Coaches Blessing for
football, drill teams, volleyball

Sat Sep 10 4pm Spirits and Highsteppers
Performance at St. Ann’s

Wed Sep 14 Magazine Turn In Day
Fri Sep 16 Mass: 7B

Early dismissal 12:00 Noon
6-9pm MIDs Obstacle Course
for Grades K-4

Wed Sep 21 Magazine-Serving Pie Day
Fri Sep 23 Mass: 6B
Wed Sep 28 Service Project - Fall Festival
Fri Sep 30 Mass: 3C

Athletes/Coaches Blessing for
cross country

MID Father/Child Obstacle
Course: Fri. Sept. 16
This MID Father/Child Obstacle Course is active
fun reserved for MIS dads and students in grades
K through 4th (moms welcome too!) Join the MIDs
on Friday, Sept. 16 from 6-9 pm in the MIS Gym.

$5/person includes grilled hotdogs/chips/drinks
and an evening of crazy-hopping, jiggily-jumping,
running-rampage extreme fun! Watch for sign up
sheets in Mustang eMails or contact Frank
Casero about how you can help set up the fun!

MIS Google Calendar
System
MIS provides all our
school-wide and group-
specific calendars via the
Google Calendar System
so that you can pick and
choose event calendars
that are particular to your
family’s needs, view all of
them combined together
in one calendar (or in
separate ones)…and can
even add in your own
personal family calendar
so that all of your
scheduling is together in
one place! These
calendars can be
accessed from anywhere
that you have access to
the internet, as well as
can be synced for many
cell phone calendars.
Currently, administrative
dates, school-wide
events, band and Cub/
Boy Scouts are
available...grade-specific
and sports events will be
added by the end of this
month. Click here for
directions...it takes only
a few minutes to set up,
and it will save you much
time in the future!

http://www.mischool.org/pages/Google_Calendars
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HOW TO HELP
YOUR SCHOOL
THIS MONTH

Manna Program Updates
The MIS Manna Program is a way to earn money
for our school by shopping at certain grocery
stores. We can earn money by using the grocery
stores’ shopping card or in Target’s case, their
credit card, each time we swipe their card.

During the Back to School Prep day, there were
about 150 eager Kroger shoppers that said they
wanted to sign up for the store’s Neighbor to
Neighbor Donation Program. However, it came
to our attention during the application process
that our school could not participate in this since
we are already involved in Kroger’s gift card
program (Scrip). Since we make much more
money with Kroger scrip than we could through
the Neighbor to Neighbor program, we are going
to stick with scrip. So, the way you Kroger
shoppers can help is to make sure you are using
your Kroger reloadable card EVERY time you
shop for groceries so we can earn 5% of your
purchase! If you don’t currently use the Kroger
scrip card, START NOW!

For you Tom Thumb shoppers, make sure your
reward card is linked to Mary Immaculate School
through their Good Neighbor Program and every
time you make a purchase using your reward
card, the total purchase will be automatically
credited to our school. Each quarter our school

will receive a check for 1% of the total of our
purchases! It’s that easy!! If your Reward Card
isn’t linked to MIS yet, please stop by the Spirit
Store for an application or go to any Courtesy
Booth at your local Tom Thumb store and tell
them MIS is charity #1246 and they will enroll
you.

Albertsons’ shoppers, you have it easy! If you
didn’t pick up your “Community Partners” card
at the Back to School Prep day, go see Sharon
at the Spirit Store and she will give you one. The
card is already linked to Mary Immaculate so...
start shopping!

And lastly, for those of you who have a Target
credit card (REDcard) or are thinking of applying
for one, you can link our school to your card
and Target will donate up to 1% of your purchases
to our school. To link our school, go to
Target.com/tcoe. Our school ID for Target is
#16208.

Don’t forget that grandparents, alumni, friends
and neighbors can ALL participate in our Manna
Program if they shop at these retailers!

If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate
to email Katie Gasper, the Manna Program
Coordinator, at gasperhome@gmail.com.

Green Team Lead Needed
Are you interested in helping our
environment? Do you recycle at home and
feel that we can do it at MIS too? If that
person is you, the PTC needs you!
We are in need of someone to head up the
“MIS Green Team”, the recycling program at
MIS. The position basically involves
recycling and teaching our children the
importance of recycling also.
If you are interested or have questions,
please contact Marianne Megarity at
megarity@verizon.net.
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SERVING OUR
COMMUNITY

24 Hr Prayer Vigil Focus: MIS
On August 12th and 13th , members of the
Advisory Council and the Parent Teacher Club
participated in a 24 hour prayer vigil for the
intentions of MIS. Each member, twenty four in
all, volunteered to spend one hour in prayer,
signing up for a specific hour. The Spiritual
Enrichment committee, with input from Father
Michael and Mr. Krause, prepared a list of
intentions on which to focus. Please include the
intentions of MIS in your daily prayers.

Our special Intentions for this new school year:

• For a happy and holy school year

• For a safe and happy year for all

• For harmony in our work together for the
betterment of the children and school

• That the needs of our school and children
are met with an abundance of volunteers

• For the spiritual lives of school staff and
teachers ...that they may grow ever closer
to Christ

• For financial prosperity for the school and
especially an increase in enrollment

• For each child & family to feel welcomed to
our school

• For protection from bullies and others who
would do them harm

• For an increase in the interest of religious
vocations

• For those preparing for the Sacrament of
Reconciliation, the Sacrament of 1st Holy
Communion and the Sacrament of
Confirmation this year

• For unity, peace, respect and self giving love
in the homes of our children

• For strong marriages that teach our children
the dignity and value of each person in the
family

• For ever-increasing Faith, Hope & Charity

• For those in doubt or whom have fallen away
from the church

• For a return to a Sacramental Life and all of
the graces that this provides

• For an increase in devotion to our Lord in the
Holy Eucharist

• For the unspoken intentions in each person’s
heart

St. Therese, pray for us.

The PTC Spiritual
Enrichment Committee,
led by Angela Guzniczak
& Erin Berling, works to
benefit the MIS
community by providing
information and activities
for prayer, feast days,
Church tradition,
scripture, saints, and
corporal works of mercy.
This information can be
found in the monthly flyer
we send home, on our
bulletin board near the
hallway of the primary
grade classrooms, and in
the monthly Mustang
Express Newsletter.

This Month
September brings the Feast of the Nativity of
the Blessed Virgin Mary...yes, it’s Mary’s
birthday on Thursday, September 8th! “Her soul
was the space from which God was able to gain
access into humanity” ~ Pope Benedict XVI.

Let us joyfully celebrate the birth of the Virgin
Mary! MIS students will celebrate during the day
with cupcakes. With your family please pray a
rosary on this day, or recite the Memorare
together at some time that day such as before
dinner, before bedtime, or in the car on the way
to soccer practice! Prayer knows no limits or
boundaries...show your children an example of
your Faith by celebrating Our Blessed Mother’s
Birthday.

The service project for September offers
assistance to the MI Parish Fall Festival. Please
watch for the flyer coming soon via Mustang
eMail.

BEFORE A ROSARY CAN
BE PRAYED, IT MUST

BE MADE!
Mary Immaculate School has a small
group of Moms who enjoy meeting weekly
to make Rosaries for the Church and for
the missions.

Please join us and see how easy and fun
it is to assemble Rosaries and get to
know some other MIS moms. We have
many willing teachers to get you started.
All supplies are provided—all we need is
a pair of willing hands!

We made hundreds of Rosaries for Msgr.
Andy to take to the Philippines. We also
assembled Rosaries for the 1st
Communion CCD classes this past year.
The remainder of the Rosaries we
assemble are donated to the Missions.
The World is in constant need of more
Rosaries!

In honor of the birthday of the Virgin Mary,
our first Rosary-making meeting will be
Thursday, Sept. 8, from 2-3. And then
most Thursdays after that at the same
time. Feel free to join at any time and come
to as many or as few meetings as you
are able! The hour is always fun and lively
and time well spent!

To grow closer to
Christ, we would like to
invite you to the
following recurring
events:
Children’s Mass every
Friday at 8:15am.
Families welcome, come
pray for the school and
your children...with the
entire school!
A Rosary is prayed
every Friday after
Children’s Mass by MIS
parents. Please join us,
children are welcome!
Additionally, Daily Mass
is offered at Mary
Immaculate Church
Monday through Thursday
at 8am...a wonderful way
to start your day! By 8:30
you will have received the
fuel you need to get
through your day!
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VOLUNTEERS,
YOU LIGHT
OUR WAY!

Many thanks to all who helped with the Back to School Prep Day! Everything ran smoothly due to
the many volunteers that helped. We are grateful for everything that you did to make it a great day!

Melissa Abbott

Anne Baum

Micki Benoit

Erin Berling

Paula Bertrand

Greg Bertrand

Matthew Bertrand

Rachel Bertrand

Catherine Bitterman

Nanci Bookout

Gayla Bozarth

Jeanne Buchanan

Susie Brunel

Sharon Campbell

Barbara Durkee

Katie Gasper

Angela Guzniczak

Virginia Haid

Isabella Haid

Lara Haynes

Christine Huff

Ann Hunt

Margie Jones

Holly Kerr

Jeanne King

Diane Kucera

Cindy Krusinski

Rosemary Martinez

Karen McMahon

Anna Maria Mirbahaeddin

Maureen Mouer

Christina Palacios

Gigi Nabonne

Lori Norkett

Lisa Radcliff

Sharon Reeves

Kristin Ryan

Karen Saldana

Carrie Salinas

Jeanna Sanchez

Ana Schaller

Virginia Schmidt

Tracy Scrudder

Marlo Senick

RoseMary Tovar

Laura White

Cecelia Wiegert

Gena Worsham

Trish Zang

8th Grade Volunteers

Alumni Volunteers

Despite the extreme heat, the MIS Back-to-School Picnic showed that MIS families won’t let a small thing like 105 degree
temperatures keep them from showing support for our school! Many thanks to Tina Pelky and Denise Stahl, Community
Enrichment Chair and Co-Chair, for planning the event. The SplashZone for kids, the music and prizes, Cub Scouts and Boy
Scouts, Spirits, the beautiful National Anthem by Hope Word – all was awesome! Not to mention the Sno Cones and Bake Sale
by the 6th graders. The Sno Cones hit the spot in the 104 degree heat … The 50/50 Raffle earned $127.50 towards our new
Science Lab also! Thanks for all of your hard work and dedication to making our school a great place to be!

A big THANK YOU to all of the Room Parents and Staff who came to the Room Parent/Staff luncheon prior to the start of school.
Ana Schaller and Lori Norkett, Volunteer Services Chair and Co-Chair, did a great job in organizing the informational meeting for
the Room Parents. It was a great chance for teachers and parents to get acquainted. All parents should be receiving an e-mail
within the next several weeks from their Room Parents with more information on events going on in their specific classrooms.
Ana and Lori were hard at work all summer organizing all of the volunteers. A HUGE Thank You for all of the time you have put
in!

Thanks to Troop and
Pack 713 for our opening
flag ceremony at the BTS
Picnic, Hope Word for a
beautiful rendition of The
National Anthem, Father
Michael for leading us in
our opening prayer, a
great performance by the
Spirits, and of course the
DJ who kept the music
going for all to enjoy.
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PHOTO
FINISH:
SPIRIT
CAMP
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PHOTO
FINISH:

ROOM PARENT
LUNCHEON

Teachers, staff and room moms joined together to get to know each other, talk classroom
business...and pass around a very cute future Mustang! No, it’s not Mr. Krause’s...the new Krause baby
is not due until the end of September.
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PHOTO
FINISH:

1ST DAY OF
SCHOOL

Parents and stundents...ready for the school
routine to get underway as they journey back fto
MIS or the first day of school!
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PHOTO
FINISH: BACK
TO SCHOOL

PICNIC
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