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The Bev, Clayton Coates, 36, is
the lead pastor of the First Baptist
Church of Coppell.

Hes akeo a hstand and father
o five,

“Tt's a busy house” he said.

But, he sid, his goal is to do
what God has called him to do.

[Where did you growuop?

I grew up, originally, in
esquite. But I went to a private
hool in downtown Dallas, and

my dad was on staff at a church
doamthere — First BaptistChurch
o Doallas,
I'vebeen here since September
of 118 when I was ealled tio be pas-
ftor here. I wms at Saddleback
Churchin Lake Forest, Calif [ vwas

the singles pastor

|]-[n'nr did you get inte the min-
Istry?

I surrendersd to the ministry
in 1994, [t'swhat I believed God
was calling me to do. [began in

KMNOW YOUR NEIGHBOR

youth ministry. Did that for
ahout =iy years, Then I wasinsin-
gles ministry. Did that for about
eight yvears. Then I came on as
lead pastor [at First Baptist
Churchof Coppell ].

How did you know the ministry
was right for you?

I'ma fourth-generation Baptist
pastor. T have a lineage of that, a
kegacy. With my dad being in rmin-
sty it's really all ['ve ever knoen.

I'tried the peychology route, 1
tried art route, I tried insurance
sales. I just knew that God was
calling me to the ministry. [ knew
by trying other things, and they
justweren't therightfit Tknewin
the fifth grade that God had been
calling me to the ministry. ... I re-
ally rebelled against organized
religion.

Theturping point was through
the suicide of a buddy of mine —
n1y drinking buddy. That was real-
Iy kind of a catalytie event, Wew
Year's BEve of 1994, It caused meto
see what was right and that I was
living wrong.
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Tragedy a “turning point’
in Baptist pastors life

What are your goals for the fi-
ture?

Itz constantly moving forarard.
I'm trying to create an environ-
ment where people understand
that perfact peaple aren't allowed
here. Church is a place where we
come  together  authentically.
We'ne trying to strip down all the
superficiality here in  Dallas
Everything e do is about con-
necting, growing, serving. sharing
and honoring,

This churchwas about 185 peo-
ple on the weekends, Mow, wee
runming over 400 pacple on the
weekends We are building an in-
docr playground that will have the
largest indocor slides in Morth
America as well as a new student
center in our retail adjacent prop-
erty. Both of these facilities will be
open to the sommu mity.

My goal, individually ... [ want
to help people see that there can
be true purpose and meaning in
life through a personal relation-
ship with Jesus Christ. I will live
mmy life and would give up my life
for that canse,

GIRL SCOUTS | BRIDGING CEREMONY

Brownies cross over
to next Scouting stage

By ROSEMARY
MARTINEZ
Contribut or

Crossing over into Junior Girl
Seonts i= an exciting time for a
Browmie troop: The uniforms
change, the activities are more
complex and the girls assume
more responsibility in planming,

To celebrate such a distine-
tive time in their lives, the cere-
mony that takes place when the
girls “bridge” over nesds to be
special.

For Brownie Troop 4940, its
event was special with thanks to
Junior Girl Ssout Troop 788, The
d ght members of Troop 78S wel-
comed the Brownies into the
next stage of their journey
through soouting at their Bridg-
ing Ceremony at Jayoee Park in
Farmiers Branch.

One by ocne, the Brownies
were called by name and invited
by a Junior Girl Seout to cross
the bridge. Meeting halfway
across the bridge, the Jundior Girl
Seout presented the Brownie
with a newr Girl Scout sash, a rose

MORE INFO

Mary Immaculste Cathao lic
School, 14031 Dennis Lands in
Farmers Branch, i & kKindar-

aartes trraugh eiahth-grade
sementary school within the
Roman Catholic Diocese of

Dallas. For mane infor mation,

it misehonlong.

and a homemade greeting card
containing a eopy of the Girl
Scout Law,

The Junmior Girl Seout then
challenged the Browmie to “do
vour best to be honest and fair™
befare crossing the bridge togeth-
er to join the cheering group of
srouts and parents.

Members of both Troop T8
and Troop 490 attend Mary Im-
maculate Catholic School in
Farmers Branch and livein Farm-
ers Branch, Camaollton, Addison,
Irving, Coppell, MNorth Dallas,
Lewisville, Highland Village and
The Colommy:

Rusemary Morhiner condnibutes

to meyghborago,com on bebalfaf Mary
Frrumaendmte Catholie Sohoo!,
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Coppell Junior Girl 5cout Hannah Ryan (left) esoorts Zoe Babvar
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Brickying Ceremany
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