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We invite you to become a part 
of your MIS Alumni Committee, 
whether as a class rep or as 
a part of the new MIS Alumni 
Association leadership. Contact 
Rosemary at 214-243-7105 x20 or 
rmartinez@mischool.org for more 
information.

MIS Class Alumni Reunions at the Parish Hall

This past year, Mary Immaculate Parish opened its arms even wider to embrace MIS 
alumni by inviting alumni classes to use the Parish Hall for class reunion events. 
Two groups, MIS Class of 1990 and MIS Class of 1965, came forward to celebrate 
their reunions in the Hall and both planning teams had positive feedback regarding 
their events.

“Everything turned out great, and I was real excited to be in the old gymnasium where 
we spent so much time during those years,” said Ryan Golden ‘90, “It has hardly 
changed...which is a nice thing to see when you return for a reunion! We had 2 teachers 
stop by, 21 original classmates, and maybe 10 or so significant others. J. Macklin’s 
Grill laid out a nice appetizer spread for us, and we brought in beer, wine, sodas, water, 
and ice, and let folks serve themselves. I think the food and drink setup worked well. 
We held an ‘after party’ at the Londoner, which also worked out well.” 

Both class reunion groups took up collections in support of the MIS Vision Annual 
Giving Campaign (see page 10 for more info on Vision.) Many thanks to both the  
Class of ‘90  for their donation of $300 to Vision, and the Class of ‘65 for their $410 
donation.

The MIS Office of Advancement can help in promoting your reunion by aiding in your search 
for missing classmates and by placing notices of your event in the Texas Catholic, church bul-
letin, school website, alumni newsletters, and school/church Facebook fan pages. We can also 
suggest catering ideas and photographers for your event. Contact Rosemary Schmitz Martinez 
‘79 at 972-243-7105 x20 or rmartinez@mischool.org for more information.

$20,000 Grant Funds Parish Hall Face-Lift 

This past April, the Catholic Foundation announced a generous grant of $20,000 
towards the renovation of our Parish Hall. Additional funds from the church will 
supplement the grant to aid in financing the renovation.

Holly Kerr, MIS Director of Development, and Mel Schraufnagel, Parish Facilities 
Manager (and former MIS dad), led the grant writing efforts and are guiding the 
renovation efforts now in progress.

The renovated Parish Hall (which some alumni may know as the “old school gym”) 
is now in the process of receiving new paint, architectural lighting, stage spotlights 
and new sound board covers. These improvements complement the new sound system 
that was funded last year with proceeds from our parish Fall Festival. Future plans 
include adding additional stage lighting and new stage curtains.

During the school year, MIS uses the Parish Hall for school plays and assemblies, 
sporting events, band concerts, social events, benefit dinners, Parent/Teacher Club 
meetings, assembly of service projects and fundraisers, and occasionally as an over-
sized classroom. The church ministries also use the Parish Hall for receptions, blood 
drive and food drive events, and religious education classes. During the past twelve 
months, over 450 events were held in the Hall.

Summer 2010

Upcoming Alumni 
Gatherings 

Mark your calendars now 
for  these  oppor tuni t ies 
for MIS alumni to gather  
to renew friendships, kin-
dle  memories ,  and join  
together in fellowship at Mary 
Immaculate: 

• Parish Trivia Night on  
Fri., Oct. 29

• Chili Cookoff/Texas 
Hold’em/Bunko Night on 
Sat., Dec. 4

• Alumni Mass on Sat., Jan. 
29 at 5:00 p.m. during  
Catholic Schools Week

• The MIS Heart of Gold 
Auction on Sat., Feb. 12

Articles within this newsletter 
will provide details for these 
events. Come join the fun!

BECOME A FAN  
OF MIS ON  
FACEBOOK!

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Mary-Immaculate-Catholic-School-Farmers-Branch/152162396825
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Buried in the Andes Mountains of Bolivia is an impoverished 
tribe – a people so removed and outcast that they were 
not considered humans by the country’s government until 
the 1960s. In a united effort to provide basic health care, 
supplies and education to the indigenous Quechua Indians 
of Quesimpuco, Bolivia, nearly two-dozen faculty and 
students from the Texas A&M Health Science Center (HSC) 
participated in a weeklong service-learning trip in mid-
June. Stephanie Swindell, MIS ‘03, gives us highlights on 
her experience.

As I turned in my application for the mission trip to Bolivia 
through A&M’s nursing school, I was thinking two things. 
“This will be the greatest experience of my life!” and “What 
the heck am I thinking?!” Once I received the news that I was 
chosen to be one of the students participating, I was excited 
but it didn’t really hit me until I was packing the night before. 
It was a strange feeling packing for the freezing weather of 
mountains at 14,000 feet when burning hot here in Texas! 

After flying from Houston to Miami plus a long flight from 
Miami to La Paz, Bolivia, we were all exhausted but so happy 
to finally be in South America. Ahead of us was a 13 hour jeep 
ride through the rugged Andes mountains. I was definitely 
not looking forward to this part of the trip since it would be 
dark once we were in the mountains...there is absolutely no 
light out there and we would be driving on the side of a cliff! 
Although we had a few set backs — flat tire, carsick students, 
and emergency brake failure in our jeep which caused us to 
slide backwards towards the edge of a cliff (not my favorite 
part of the story!) — we finally made it to Quesimpuco.

Once we arrived and unpacked everything, we hit the hay 
(literally, hay mattresses!) for a few hours only to wake up at 7 
a.m. to open the medical clinic. It was a neat experience seeing 

teachers, doctors, 
nurses, pharmacists, 
dentists, and stu-
dents from all of 
these departments 
working together 
as equals. We were 
there for one rea-
son and that was to 
serve the people of 
Quesimpuco and 
offer them any com-
forts we could.

Amazing Alumni Adventures

Dr. Bentley, one of the professors from the nursing depart-
ment, was running the show and had set up our schedule for 
four days at the clinic. These four days allowed all the stu-
dents to rotate through the departments of nursing, medicine, 
dentistry, pharmacy, and even kids activities. 

On our first day at the clinic I worked with the medical depart-
ment — an eye opening experience for me! We saw patients 
as young as a few months old to several elderly patients who 
didn’t even know their exact age. Four and five year olds 
who were already working in the fields farming and herding 
sheep, donkeys, and goats came in with ailments like low 
back pain and sore joints just from bending over and lifting 
heavy materials. Their injuries are not ones we normally see 
of young kids here in America. These are the same ailments 
the adults were suffering from as well. 

It also seemed like every person in the village was suffering 
from intestinal issues. Since their water is not clean and liter-
ally impossible to see through, many villagers had parasites 
in their intestines. Although seeing this wonderful group of 
people suffer from so many things was difficult, it was an 
amazing experience for me to be able to diagnose them and 
actually be right! I was working alongside a medical doctor, 
also with the Health Science Center, who let me take over and 
perform all of the physical exams as she supervised. After 
each examination, we gave the patient a list of prescriptions to 
take to our mobile pharmacy to receive their medications.

The next day I worked with the dental department...by far my 
most interesting day. As soon as I arrived, they informed me 
that I would be performing nerve blocks (injecting a shot into 

Stephanie Swindell’s Medical Mission
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there. We made necklaces and taught the proper way to brush 
their teeth. Using their imagination, they drew pictures of 
toothbrushes and anything else that came to their minds. It 
was such a rewarding experience to bond with the children 
even if we could not verbally understand each other.

From my first day in Quesimpuco, I had difficulty breathing 
from a combination of my asthma and the drastic change in 
altitude, and it worsened each day. By the last day of clinic I 
was unable to get out of bed, and the president of the Health 
Science Center took care of me. In any other situation, I 
would have been petrified of the president of my school, 
but ironically she was the one taking care of me and so I 
definitely have  respect for her on a new level! I slept most of 
my last day in Bolivia and woke up realizing only one hour 
was left for the clinic to be open. I definitely was not going 
to be missing the last day of clinic here in Bolivia! I went to 
Triage for the day taking blood pressure, temperatures, and 
listening to patients’ heart and lungs; then sending them to 
either the doctor, dentist, or both. All in all, we saw over 400 
patients in a mere four days.

That final night we made a huge dinner for some of the 
townspeople who helped us translate and for the town lead-
ers. I know I keep saying it was an amazing experience but it 
truly was an AMAZING experience. After packing the next 
morning at 2 a.m. and leaving by 3 a.m., we traveled for a 
full 24 hours back to Texas A&M. 

I fell in bed at almost 4 a.m. thinking about how blessed I am 
to have a bed to sleep in at night and not to live in a mud hut 
sleeping on animal skins. I drifted off to sleep thanking God 
for everything I have in my life and promising to try to not 
to take anything for granted. I stayed in bed the entire next 
day (literally till dinner time.) My friend Lindsay texted me 
asking how I was doing and as I described how I had been 
in bed all day, I said, “Am I worthless right now? Yes. But 
was the trip completely worth it? Definitely.”

the patient’s gums) and helping to pull teeth. Needless to say 
I was completely petrified and enthralled at the same time! 

We saw so many children. It seemed as if every person that 
came in needed at least one tooth pulled. At one point, the den-
tist turned to me and said that I could pull a tooth he decided 
needed to be removed. So far in my nursing school career, 
that was the most amazing procedure I have performed. 

Working in any of the medical departments there was not 
easy, especially when it concerned communication. Many 
spoke Spanish but several spoke Quechua, so we had people 
translating from English to Spanish and then we had to pull 
villagers who could translate from Spanish to Quechua. 
Needless to say, it was a difficult process that required much 
patience and understanding.

The third day, I went down to the newly erected Church in 
the village to have arts and crafts with several of the kids 

Amazing Alumni Adventures
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MIS Classroom Proposal
They may be the opening lyrics to one of George Strait’s “Check Yes 
Or No” song, but for MIS Alumni Michelle Nienhiser and Phillip 
Yager it really did “start way back in third grade.” 

Michelle was enrolled at MIS in the fall of 1989 where she 
began her 9 year journey in Mrs. Heath’s afternoon class. 
Three years later, in the fall of 1992, Phillip joined her at 
the very end of the elementary hall in Mrs. Sherry McCord’s 
3rd grade classroom. It was the year the girls’ jumpers went 
from navy to red and the boys’ shorts from navy to gray. It 
was the classroom where they learned about static electric-
ity, where they would debut their pueblos, where they were 
drilled on their times tables, and — unbeknownst to them at 
the time — where Phillip would someday ask Michelle to 
marry him. 

In the fall of 1992, 3C teacher Mrs. Sherry McCord intro-
duced Phillip to the class. She paired him with a buddy, Brian 
Wolf, with whom she was confident would take Phillip under 
his wing and show him around the school. Brian introduced 
Phillip to his friends, sat with him in the cafeteria at lunchtime 
and played with him on the playground at recess. Michelle 
recalls their brotherly bond. Her strongest memory of Phillip 
at MIS occurred one afternoon in 3C. The class was diligently 
working on a quiet activity when Brian Wolf announced 

Amazing Alumni Adventures

loudly for all to hear “What, Phillip? You have a crush on 
Michelle Nienhiser?” Michelle claims her face turned beat 
red upon hearing this. She was mortified and didn’t have the 
courage to even face Phillip until middle school. 

The two went on to take part in all of the Mary Immaculate 
experiences…together. Michelle and Phillip remained in the 
same classroom throughout their time at MIS, until 8th grade 
when they were finally assigned to different homerooms. 

The two lost touch after graduating from 8th grade in 1998. 
Michelle enrolled in R.L. Turner High School’s Academy for 
Biomedical Professions in Carrollton and Phillip joined the 
marching band at Bishop Lynch High School in Dallas. The 

Michelle and Phillip’s third grade 
yearbook photos.

Michelle and Phillip now.
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two earned their diplomas in 2002 and continued to advance 
themselves academically. Michelle attended Texas A&M 
University in College Station, TX and earned her degree in 
Biomedical Sciences, while Phillip continued his drumming 
talents at Stephen F. Austin in Nacogdoches, TX. He later 
transferred to Oklahoma University in Norman, OK where he 
earned his degree in Supply Chain Management. They were 
polished, educated and ready to begin their careers. 

In the summer of 2008, fellow classmate Beth Beste orga-
nized an informal MIS 10 Year Class Reunion at the horse 
races where another classmate, Scott McCurry, performed his 
musical talents. About 10 alumni met at Lone Star Park in 
Grand Prairie on July 11, 2008 to celebrate, enjoy each other’s 
company, reminisce on MIS memories and simply catch up 
on life. This is where Phillip and Michelle took a liking to 
one another and went on their first date only days later. 

Nearly two years later on May 29, 2010, Phillip planned 
to take Michelle out to dinner one evening after attending 
Saturday mass at Mary Immaculate Church. At the conclu-
sion of mass, Phillip took Michelle to revisit their original 
meeting place, 3C. Although doubting the school would be 
unlocked, Michelle walked hand-in-hand with Phillip down 
their elementary hallway. It was dark and there was only 
one light on at the end of the hall, right outside Mrs. Sherry 
McCord’s classroom. Phillip turned the knob and said “It’s 
open! Should we go inside?” Michelle agreed. 

To her surprise, there were three desks pushed together in the 
middle of the room with two 8x10 photos of them from 3rd 
grade, a floral arrangement, flower petals and votive candles. 
Still oblivious to what was about to happen, Michelle was 
touched by the sweet gesture Phillip had somehow set-up 
for her. 

It only took a few moments for Phillip to tell Michelle that 
he loves her and wants to grow old with her. He dropped to 
one knee and right there, where they met 18 years ago, asked 
Michelle to marry him. Shocked and overwhelmed with joy, 
Michelle accepted his ring and proposal. With a swift move 
to his pocket remote, Phillip queued the music and the two 
danced. 

After explaining himself and how he’s been planning this 
moment for 6 months, Phillip requested Michelle wave to the 
camera, as the entire proposal was caught on video. The video 
camera was planted in the room by his “helpers”: Michelle’s 
sisters Cheryl and Julie, as well as the couple’s 3rd grade 
teacher Mrs. Sherry McCord. The two were honored with 
a surprise Engagement Party hosted at the Yager’s home in 
Prosper, TX. Friends and family from near and far were there 
to share in their special evening. 

The couple plans to marry at Mary Immaculate Church in 
the fall of 2011. 

Amazing Alumni Adventures
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Alumni News

Linda Eifert Lee ‘76 lives in Car-
rollton, TX. and has been working the 
last year and a half at the Salesmanship 
Club of Dallas, a non-profit organiza-
tion whose biggest fundraiser is the 
HP Byron Nelson Championship. 
Talk about fun! She loves to travel 
and visit with friends and family. Just  
recently, her parents celebrated their 50th  
wedding anniversary. Congratulations, 
Jack and Judy!

Allen McCracken ‘76 sold his house 
in Brookhaven to the Lawrence’s so 
that he could build his Tuscan dream 
home on his ranch near Pilot Point. 
He has been an independent oil & gas 
operator since 1984, and a independent 
water consultant since 1988. He began 
raising Longhorns a little over a year 
ago, and looks forward to being at his 
ranch full time.

Theresa Leiber Keith ’76 moved back 
to St. Louis, MO after decades in the 
Dallas suburbs. She enjoyed loft living 
for a while, then finally took the plunge 
and bought a completely rehabbed 120 
year brick house located within a mile 
from where she was born. She recently 
married a wonderful Brit who she met 
while working in England. (Lessons 
learned — legal immigration is much 
more expensive and complicated than 
any politician or romantic movie will 
ever portray!) Theresa has two grown 
daughters and a wonderful 3 1/2 
year old grandson. She truly believes 
that grandchildren are the reward for 
surviving their teenage years! She is 
looking for 300 more mason jars to 
help fulfill her daughter’s wish for an 
outdoor “Rustic Romantic” wedding. 
Please contact her via Facebook or at 
TLBeck0820@yahoo.com if you have 
any mason jars you wish to donate to 
the cause or if you’d like to reconnect. 
She invites old friends to come visit 
when in the St. Louis area, which she 
says is a wonderful city full of music, 
dining and some of the best touristy 
places to visit!

The Eifert sisters 
(Linda ‘76, Sandy 
‘79 and Mikki ‘77) 
with their spouses 
and parents. 

Steve Sheeran ’79 works in sales and 
keeps busy in Houston with activities 
revolving around his kids. Most re-
cently he acted as President of the 
Jersey Village High School Drill Team 
Booster Club, was on the Cypress 
Fairbanks ISD’s Small Learning Com-
munities Task Force and just completed 
a two year stint as Ride Director of the 
FrostBike 50 Bicycle Tour. He is also 
the half time announcer for Jersey Vil-
lage High School, “The Voice of the 
Band.” Steve sends kudos and admira-
tion to all his former MIS classmates 
who MIS alumni are just starting the 
wedding and baby stages of life…he 
and his wife, Stephanie, celebrated 
their 23rd wedding anniversary on July 
25th. Their daughter Kimberly is be a 
freshman at Texas Tech this fall, while 
son Andrew begins his senior year of 
high school. Classmates are welcome 
to contact Steve through Facebook or 
at sgsheeran@sbcglobal.net.

Tracy Rehagen Colburn’88 has been 
married to her husband, Chuck for 17 
years. They have a son, Cameron, who 
is six. Tracy and her husband recently 
opened a salon and spa in Corinth, TX 
named T.C. Salon and Spa.

_______________________

What’s happening in your life? We’d love to 
hear from you! Send your news/announce-
ments to alumni@mischool.org. 

Suzy Rossol Matheson ’88 just bought 
her parents house in Carrollton which 
husband, Jody, is working hard to 
renovate. Their 5 year old daughter, 
Julianna, will start kindergarten this fall 
at CFBISD’s dual language program at 
Thompson Elementary. Suzy contin-
ues to contract as a dance/movement 
therapist at Mayhill Hospital in Denton, 
as well as at various assisted livings 
throughout the Dallas metroplex. She 
oversees the Adaptive Dance program 
for the Dance Council of North Texas 
helping with grant development and 
serves at the Texas Chapter President 
for the American Dance Therapy As-
sociation. She will receive the “Service 
Award” at this year’s annual American 
Dance Therapy Association conference 
in Brooklyn, NY. 

Lisa Chmiola Burns ‘90 is the direc-
tor of development for the University 
of Houston‘s College of Technology. 
In her role, Burns leads all fundrais-
ing and alumni efforts for the college. 
Additionally, Burns keeps active as a 
volunteer in the Houston community, 
recently completing a term on the board 
of directors for The Junior League of 
Houston, Inc., and in volunteer roles 
with the American Heart Association, 
the Association of Fundraising Profes-
sionals and Texas Children’s Hospital. 
She will serve as a member of Leader-
ship Houston’s Class XXIX beginning 
in fall 2010.
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Sharon Woster Pabon ‘90 and her 13 student-member flute choir played at 
the White House in December 2009, with Sharon directing the choir. She attributes 
her love for music in part to her days at MIS:

“I started playing the flute in the MIS band in 4th grade,” explains Sharon. “I quit 
the band for a few years and continued studying flute privately but then rejoined 
the MIS band in 7th or 8th grade. I was so very fortunate to have Mrs. Santini as 
my ‘liturgical music mentor’ (and cheerleader!) starting in 7th grade when she 
recruited me to play the flute for the MIS school masses and also for the Sunday 
masses at the church. Those experiences were invaluable — some of my fondest 
memories of Mary Immaculate School — and also a critical part of my develop-
ment as a musician and performer. I always encourage my flute students to play at 
their churches and schools. I actually continued to play at weekly Sunday masses 

throughout high school, college, and 
graduate school. I’m taking a break 
from music ministry right now to sit in 
the congregation with my husband and 
3-year-old daughter, but I’m looking 
forward to joining the music ministry at 
my church sometime in the future.” 

Andrew Schluterman ‘06, received 
his Eagle Scout rank through Boy Scout 
Troop 725. For his Eagle project, An-
drew removed an existing fence and 
built a new fence for a home through 
the non-profit organization MOSIAC. 
His project was honored by the BSA 
North District Circle Ten Council as 
Outstanding Eagle Project for 2009.

Molly Elizabeth Chamberlin ‘03 has 
been selected to participate in the Keck 
Geology Undergraduate Research Pro-
gram for 2010-2011. The field research 
project focus is Formation of basement-
involved foreland arches: Integrated 
structural and seismological research 
in the Bighorn Mountains of Wyoming. 
Molly is an ‘07 graduate of Ursuline 
Academy of Dallas and is a junior at 
Texas A&M University, majoring in 
geology.

Laura Mixtacki ‘06 was recently 
awarded a $2500 Spirit of Love Schol-
arship University Scholarship* through 
the Rebekah Leah Rivera Founda-
tion for her dedication to community  
service. 

‘08 alumni Jennifer Pham, Rachel 
Shuford, and Kevin Szwagiel were 
recipients of PSAT/NMSQT Superin-
tendent’s Scholar Awards through the 
C/FB ISD. 

Preston Harrison ’09, was recently 
awarded the Cindy L Jackson Award 
for leadership, commitment, dedica-
tion & work ethic at Parish Episcopal 
School. 

A.J. Viti ’09, was recently honored at 
Creekview High School. Each spring 
a unique awards ceremony, the Crim-
son Honors (named for the primary 
hue of the red, black and white school 
colors), recognizes students who have 
excelled throughout the year not solely 
in the arena of academia, but also in 
the too often overlooked realm of 
character. The teachers vote and select 
one student, from each grade level, 
for a number of categories. A.J. was 
awarded the “Achievement Honor” 
for the Freshmen class, in the English 
category.

Alumni News

* The Spirit of Love Scholarships are 
awarded each year in memory of Rebekah 
Leah Rivera ‘97. Read more about the 
Rebekah Leah Rivera Foundation at www.
rebekahleahrivera.org.
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Mary Immaculate School Graduates Earn Scholarships

As the school year came to a close at MIS this past May, four graduating students 
had cause for extra celebration as they received scholarships in tribute to their 
work during junior high.

Alumni News

Congratulations to MIS ‘10 graduates from Girl Scout 
Troop 1121 for earning their Silver Award from the 
Girl Scouts of the USA. Requirements for this award 
include three leadership interest projects, 15 hours 
of leadership experience, a career interest project, 
self- improvement goal setting, and identification of 
important community problems and solutions. In ad-
dition, they must plan and implement a 40 hour service 
project. Winners of this award, which is the second 
highest award in the Girl Scout program, are: Maggie 
Martin, Adrian Collins, Sarah Rempe, Audrey Clark, 
Clarissa Dunnam, Jessica Mitchell, Sydney Brunel, 
Francesca Gomez, and Lauren Kirch. These nine girls 
have been in a together since first grade Brownies and 
several since Kindergarten Daisies.

Class of 2010 Awards

Each year MIS presents awards to the 
top academic achievers for the 8th 
grade graduating class. This year’s 
awards went to:

• Thomas Gaubert for Top Academic 
Achievement with the overall highest 
GPA

• Stephanie Wilcox for the next high-
est GPA from 8A

• Ty Young for the next highest GPA 
from 8B

Also, each year, we acknowledge top 
students in honor of MIS classmates 
who have gone before us. These awards, 
with this year’s award winners are:

• Patrick Brunner Outstanding Student 
Award: Thomas Gaubert

•  Erin Costello Outstanding Stu-
dent Award: Stephanie Wilcox &  
Francesca Gomez

• Sara Murawski Spirit of Community 
Award: Julia Martinez

• Kraig Frick Perseverance Award: 
Madi Holland & Katelin Mueller

• Patricia Echeverri Spirit Award: 
Sarah Rempe

In addition to these awards, members of 
the graduating class receive honors and 
acknowledgments in specific academic 
areas, sports and other extracurricular 
activities. Congratulations to all!

Jessica Marie Wiklund ‘10 was awarded 
a $2000 tuition scholarship by Academic 
Outfitters of Dallas. Her poem submission, 
“A Broken Heart Stitched Together by 
God,” was selected as a first place winner 
in the company’s national Faith, Hope 
and Love Scholarship Contest from over 
900 submissions across the country.  
Jessica plans to attend John Paul II High 
School in Plano this fall.

A $1000 scholarship has been awarded 
to Alex McIntyre ‘10, who was an honor 
student while attending Mary Immaculate 
School. Presented by the Fr. Patrick H. 
Koch, S J Alumni Association of Jesuit, 
this scholarship is awarded to incoming 
freshman who have been accepted uncon-
ditionally at the Jesuit College Preparatory 
School and who have met a series of other 
criteria. 

Thomas Gaubert ‘10, son of Alina Mas-
ferrer Gaubert ‘84, has been awarded a 
$500 academic scholarship by John Paul 
II High School in Plano, where Thomas 
plans to attend high school this fall. Thomas 
also received the Top Academic Achieve-
ment award from Mary Immaculate School 
for his overall highest GPA, and received 
the Patrick Brunner Outstanding Student 
Award from Mary Immaculate as well.

A $500 Spirit of Love Scholarship was 
awarded by the Rebekah Leah Rivera Foun-
dation to Francesca Gomez ‘10, daughter 
of Micaela Luna Gomez ‘86, for using 
her talents to serve her community. She 
was honored as the Spirit of Love Scholar-
ship recipient during a presentation dinner 
sponsored by the foundation on June 18. 
Francesca’s plan for high school is to attend 
Ursuline Academy of Dallas.
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GRAD 
CLASS

CLASS REP CLASS REP EMAIL FACEBOOK 
GROUP NAME

1959
1960
1961
1962
1963 Priscilla 

Morantes 
Mahaffey

priscillamahaffey 
@sbcglobal.net

1964
1965
1966 Debbie Gunter 

Gilmore?????

1967
1968 Lib Grimmett/

Connie Black 
Taylor Bratton 

libgrimmett 
@hotmail.com

1969
1970 Lois Zacha 

(Burt) 
lezacha 
@aol.com

1971
1972
1973 Doug Kile/

James Mcginn
dkile 
@techlightusa.com

1974
1975 Joe Meza jrmeza2002 

@msn.com
1976 Linda Lee lindaclaudette 

@verizon.net
1977
1978
1979 Rosemary 

Martinez
rmartinez 
@mischool.org

Mary Immacu-
late School 
Class of 1979 
- Farmers 
Branch

1980
1981 Kristin Heath 

Florence
kflorence@sbcglobal.
net 

Mary Immacu-
late School 
(MIS) Class of 
1981

1982 Mary DelValle 
Fregia

Mary Immacu-
late School 
- Farmers 
Branch, TX - 
Class of 1982

GRAD 
CLASS

CLASS REP CLASS REP EMAIL FACEBOOK 
GROUP NAME

1983
1984
1985
1986
1987
1988 Suzy Rossol 

Matheson
srossol 
@hotmail.com

MIS Class of 
88

1989
1990 Lisa Chmiola 

Burns 
lisac77@yahoo.com MIS Class of 

1990 Reunion 
1991 Lisa Gonzales 

Leos
leosinc 
@hotmail.com

MIS Class of 
91

1992
1993 Sally Hill 

Derrick

Liz Mahaffey

sally.derrick 
@gmail.com

MahaffeyE@cfbisd.edu

MIS Class of 
93

1994
1995
1996
1997
1998 Beth Beste Mary Immacu-

late School 
Class of 1998

1999 Stephanie 
Wilson Koch

se506@aol.com MIS Class of 
99 Reunion

2000
2001 Sara Fine sfine  

@webershandwick.com
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009 Parker 

Martinez
parkermartinez 
@hotmail.com

Mary Im-
maculate (MIS) 
Class of 2009

2010

MIS Class Notes

Our list of class reps is growing, and we’d love to add you to our list! As class rep, you serve as an ambassador for your class 
by promoting the involvement and fostering a spirit of loyalty and pride in MIS among your classmates. Responsibilities of 
the class rep are to advise the MIS Alumni Association of class gatherings and provide the association with updated address 
information on your classmates. For more information or to become a class rep, please contact Lisa Gonzales Leos ‘91 at 
leosinc@hotmail.com.

http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=172704885521
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=172704885521
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=172704885521
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=172704885521
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=172704885521
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=49488070891
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=49488070891
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=49488070891
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=49488070891
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=71387061737
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=71387061737
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=71387061737
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=71387061737
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=71387061737
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=41309179894
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=41309179894
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=274621970076&ref=search&sid=1588960101.3371820840..1
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=274621970076&ref=search&sid=1588960101.3371820840..1
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=41435226772
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=41435226772
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=14721079605
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=14721079605
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=14721079605
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=100828452645
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=100828452645
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=400551375054&ref=search&sid=1588960101.2335430134..1
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=400551375054&ref=search&sid=1588960101.2335430134..1
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=400551375054&ref=search&sid=1588960101.2335430134..1
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Mary Immaculate School: A Tradition of Generosity and Quality Education

We’ve Come a Long Way!
By Joan Minigutti and Maureen O’Malley

It’s hard to imagine a time before cell phones, the internet, 
and grandchildren at Mary Immaculate School. But in 1987, 
there were only four Apple IIe computers at MIS, and they 
were kept in a closet off the old church library. We’re still 
using that space today – but everything else has changed. 

Ready to embrace technology, MIS parents and grandparents 
took on the challenge of providing computers in the early 
1990s. They collected and counted hundreds of Minyards’ 
grocery receipts to exchange for an amazing 25 new Apple 
computers and five PCs.

Eventually, thanks to our Vision Annual Giving Campaign 
which made technology a priority, MIS began to make huge 
strides. Those Apples were traded in for 30 computers in-
stalled with Windows 3.1 to create our first fully equipped 
lab with networked printers.  Then, a group of very dedicated 
parents, collaborating with students from DeVry University, 
worked almost a year to set up wiring, servers and software 
for a expanded network that linked the lab to the office and 
library, along with Internet portals in every room. Our school 
was officially ‘on line’!

But one huge challenge remained: our teachers needed ac-
cess. Our next large purchase provided every teacher with a 
computer in the classroom. Since that time, we’ve updated 
our servers, the classroom, library, and office computers and 
the lab once every five years. 

Quality Education: An MIS Tradition

For the past 50 years, Mary Immaculate School has been providing an exceptional educational experience for our young 
people. Doing so in today’s technology-enabled world takes considerable resources, and we strive to continue our tradition 
of quality Catholic education while keeping tuition accessible and affordable to all. Our school has grown and flourished 
through the years…not through tuition, but through generosity. 

Vision, our school’s annual giving program, provides the financial support needed to address challenges such as technol-
ogy expansion, subsidizing of special programs (i.e., PE, music and the arts), and emergency tuition assistance. Through 
Vision’s endowment fund, we are able to provide start up funds for large projects—most recently, purchasing monitors for 
our computer lab this year and laptops and projectors for the classrooms. In short, Vision ensures a future of quality Catholic 
education at MIS.

We would like to invite you to express your faith and belief in Catholic education at MIS with a gift to the 2010-
2011 Vision Annual Giving Program. Donations to Vision can be mailed to: Mary Immaculate School Vision 
Campaign, 14063 Dennis Lane, Farmers Branch, TX. 75234. More information on Vision can be viewed online at  
www.mischool.org/pages/Vision_Campaign.

Together we can continue the tradition of generosity and the tradition of quality education at Mary Immaculate School!

Generally, as each area is updated, existing systems are moved 
into the classrooms. However this past year, even though it 
was time to update the computer lab, our classrooms needed 
better technology first. Thanks in part to the Vision Campaign, 
every classroom—including the art and music rooms—was 
equipped with laptops and projectors. Teachers are now able 
to use the internet to supplement their curriculum and can 
integrate technology into every subject.

Also this past year, MIS dads Greg Bertrand and Kevin 
Kohler took on the challenge of updating our lab with the 
help of donated computers from Baylor Hospital. Plus, due 
to contributions made to the Vision Campaign, we now have 
flat screen monitors to complement our “new” lab comput-
ers. The students were thrilled to find an essentially new lab 
when school opened this year. 

We now have an astonishing 125 computers available for 
students and staff. All are network-ready, with access to a 
library, e-mail, and data server. Teachers in the fourth through 
eighth grades can electronically record and send grades to 
the office for printing, and parents are able to access their 
child’s progress in class. 

Who could have imagined in 1987 that those first four 
computers would begin an amazing tradition of growth and 
achievement at Mary Immaculate School? Through the many 
dedicated volunteers and generous contributors to the Vision 
Campaign, we are all helping prepare MIS students for the 
unknown challenges of the 21st Century. It’s an exciting 
time for all of us!
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Upcoming Events

 

Do You Feel Lucky?

Or do you just feel the need for a fun night out? Well, then 
gather your classmates together for this adults only (21+) 
evening on Saturday, December 4, 2010 in the Mary Im-
maculate Parish Hall to show off your best Chili or join us 
for some fast paced Texas Hold ’Em or Bunko!

Chili Teams are provided a 6’ table plus wall space behind 
the table to provide room for decorating in your choice of 
themes. Chili is judged on appearance, taste, palatability, the 
burn, and originality. Prizes are given for top 3 chilis as well 
as for Best Booth. Chili and booth judging begins at 5 pm.

Texas Hold ’Em and Bunko  
contestants are served a  
chili dinner with all  
the fixings (BYOB!)  
at 6 pm. Cash prizes  
are given to top  
winners of Texas  
Hold ’Em. Bunko will  
have prizes for most wins,  
most Bunkos and most losses  
for each group. Texas Hold ’Em and Bunko will begin at 
6:30. Winners will be determined by 9 pm. And if you’ve 
never played before, now’s your chance to learn…several 
players at the final Texas Hold ’Em table last year were 
first time players!

To register, contact Rosemary Schmitz Martinez ‘79 at 
rmartinez@mischool.org or at 972-243-7105 x20...and get 
your game face on!

 

Alumni Celebrated at Special Mass

Catholic Schools Week is an annual national celebration of the important role that 
Catholic elementary and secondary schools across the country play in providing 
an education that emphasizes not only academics, but also spiritual, moral, and 
social values.

On Saturday, January 29th , we will kick off Catholic Schools Week with 
a 5 p.m. Mass honoring all MIS alumni. Celebrated each year in conjunc-
tion with Catholic Schools Week, the Alumni Mass has gathered quite a 
number of former MIS students in prayer and fellowship, and the numbers are  
increasing each time! We hope to see you here!

Trivia Night

Hey MIS Alum-
ni! The current 
parents of MIS 
are challenging 
you to a trivia 
tournament . . .
they think that 
they are smarter 
than a (former 
MIS) 5th grader! 
Are you up for 
the challenge? If 
so, read on!

We’ll tickle your 
frontal lobes with a night of food, fellowship...and random 
trivia. We’ll provide food, drinks (including beer and wine), 
and match you up with a team of 8 other trivia buffs. It’s a 
great way to show off your wealth of useless knowledge, 
while getting to know other people. Winners gets bragging 
rights as well as fabulous prizes! 

Date: Friday, October 29, 2010

Time: 6:30 p.m. 

Place: Mary Immaculate Parish Hall 

Minimum donation for entry is $30 per person/$50 per couple 
or reserve your entire team of 8 at a table for $180 of prior 
to Oct. 15. Advanced registration is encouraged to reserve 
your spot as seating will be limited. 

To register, contact Rosemary Schmitz Martinez ‘79 at 
rmartinez@mischool.org or at 972-243-7105 x20.
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Photo Finishes

MIS Class of ‘90

MIS Class of ‘90 held its 20th reunion on Friday, May 7. Festivities began in the Parish Hall and continued at the Londoner 
in Addison. In attendance were 21 of the class, including a few members who did not graduate at MIS but wanted to join 
in the fun. Teachers Mrs. Santini and Mrs. Minigutti and their spouses also made an appearance, and Mrs. Sanchez sent 
chocolates from Mexico with Rudy. 

More reunion photos may be viewed online on the class Facebook page: http://www.facebook.com/pages/MIS-Class-of-1990-
Reunion/288112104015?ref=ts. The 25th anniversary is tentatively planned for Friday, May 8, 2015. To reconnect or get 
involved with other Class of ‘90 activities, please contact class representative Lisa Chmiola Burns at lisac77@yahoo.com. 
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Photo Finishes

Got photos of your MIS class reunion?  
Send them to rmartinez@mischool.org and we’ll post them in our next alumni newsletter!

Class of ‘90, Continued...
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Class of ‘65 

Members of MIS Class of ‘65 gathered in the Parish Hall in June for their 35th reunion event. Mike Stringfellow, Andy 
Reddick and Freddie McCurley organized the event, which included dinner, drinks, games with door prizes, a tour of the 
school and an incredible display of 60s memorabilia. Class members also raised a wonderful $410 donation to MIS for the 
Vision Annual Giving Campaign to show their continuing support of Catholic education. More photos from the reunion can 
be found at http://1965mi.wordpress.com.
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Class of ‘65 Continued...
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About the MIS Office of Advancement

“Advancement” is the term used to describe the 
various efforts to build relationships that advance 
the aims of a school, college or university. The MIS 
Office of Advancement encompasses many different 
programs and activities, all with one common purpose: 
building a stronger school, one that is known for its 
past successes and respected for its future promise. 

Key functions of the MIS Office of Advancement, 
which was introduced in September 2009, include:

• Development: pursuing funding from the govern-
ment, corporations and organizations as well as 
contributions from individuals.

• Communications: keeping families, staff and fac-
ulty informed about what’s happening on campus 
and promoting events through the news media.

• Marketing: positioning MIS in the marketplace to 
support student recruitment and other objectives.

• Alumni relations: forming bonds among graduates 
and keeping alumni connected with our school.

• Volunteer Relations: working closely with the 
various volunteer groups to build community and 
otherwise support the school.

Advancement Office hours during the school year are 
Monday through Friday from 7:30am to 3:30pm

Rosemary Martinez, Director of Communications, 
is in-office on Mon, Tues, and Thurs. She can be 
reached via email at rmartinez@mischool.org.

Holly Kerr, Director of Development, is in-office 
on Mon, Wed, and Fri. She can be reached via email 
at hkerr@mischool.org.

972-243-7105 x20

Mary Immaculate School  
Alumni Association

14032 Dennis Lane  
Farmers Branch, TX 75234 

972-243-7105 x20

alumni@mischool.org

The Mary Immaculate School Alumni Association is 
supported through the MIS Office of Advancement. To 
update your contact information, please go to the Alumni 
section of our school website at www.mischool.org.

For more information or to volunteer as a class rep or 
association leader, please contact Rosemary Martinez.

Heads Up for Valentine’s Weekend 

Alumni, don’t settle for the same old way to celebrate 
Valentine’s day...instead, join us at the MIS Heart of 
Gold Auction and Dinner on Saturday, February 12, 
2011 for a fun and exciting way to dine with your 
sweetheart, catch up with old friends and champion 
a great cause! 

This year’s Heart of Gold celebration is themed  
“All You Need is Love” and includes a delicious 
four-course meal, music and dancing to an incredible 
band and live/big board/silent auctions. This all 
takes place at the luxurious (and recently renovated!) 
Westin Galleria Hotel, so tell your sweetheart that 
you already know where you would like to celebrate! 

More information on the MIS Heart of Gold Auction 
can be found at www.misauction.org or by emailing the 
auction chairperson, Diane Kucera, at dkucera@smu.
edu.


