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Upcoming Alumni 
Gatherings 

Mark your calendars now 
for  these  oppor tuni t ies 
for MIS alumni to gather  
to renew friendships, kin-
dle  memories ,  and join  
together in fellowship at Mary 
Immaculate: 

• Parish Fall Festival on Sat. 
Oct. 8

• Chili Cookoff/Texas 
Hold’em/Bunko Night on 
Sat. Dec. 3

• Alumni Mass on Sun. Jan. 
29 at 10:30

• The MIS Heart of Gold 
Auction on Sat. Feb. 11

BECOME A FAN  
OF MIS ON  
FACEBOOK!

MIS Alumni Committee 

Rosemary Schmitz Martinez ‘79

Lisa Gonzales Leos ‘91

Linda Eifert Lee ‘76

Stephanie Wilson Koch ‘99

• • •

Join us! Become a part of your MIS 
Alumni Committee, whether as a 
class rep or as a part of the new 
MIS Alumni Association leadership. 
Contact Rosemary at 972-243-7105 
x151 or rmartinez@mischool.org 
for more information.

MIS Plans Science Lab

MIS is excited to announce that 
permission has been received from 
the Bishop and approval from the 
Mary Immaculate Parish Finance 
Council to begin seeking funds for 
the renovation of the current Art 
Room (which was once the cry 
room for the old church sanctuary) 
into a dual purpose Science Lab 
and Art Room. 

MIS has a strong science program, and the new lab will ensure that our facilities 
and equipment match the caliber of our program. Currently, science lab work for the 
seventh and eighth grades takes place in one of the junior high classrooms. Work 
space and equipment storage restrictions limit the types of lab work that can take 
place. Equipment is antiquated and must be shared.

Renovation of the Art Room to accommodate the science lab will allow teachers to 
create a “culture of science” that stimulates curiosity and scientific inquiry. Students 
will be able to think and work like scientists, with facilities that allow them to set up 
and analyze complex experiments.

Initial needs analysis indicated that a redesign of space is necessary to make room for 
safety equipment and storage. The purchase of digital microscopes and probeware 
(sensors) will also be part of the project description.

At this time, $50,000 is committed to the project: $10,000 from St. Ann Catholic 
Parish and $40,000 in dedicated funds from MIS. The total project will cost between 
$200,000 and $250,000 to complete. 

Grant writing and funds solicitation has begun in hopes of fulfilling the balance of 
the funds needed to begin the project. Renovation of the existing facilities will take 
place next summer if funding is obtained. 

Current classroom use for labs

Fall 2012 All Class Reunion

The MIS Alumni Association is beginning plans for a 
Fall 2012 All Class Reunion. If you would like to help by 
tracking your classmates, planning the reunion, helping 
with decorations, etc., please send an email to Rosemary 
Schmitz Martinez ‘79 at rmartinez@mischool.org.

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Mary-Immaculate-Catholic-School-Farmers-Branch/152162396825
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Amazing Alumni Adventures

Jennifer King Daniels ‘92 recently helped 
pass a bill reauthorizing the D.C. 
Opportunity Scholarship program 
for five years. The program is 
a unique, three-sector partner-
ship between school, civic and 
government leaders to strengthen 
education across the District of 
Columbia; evenly dividing $60 mil-
lion among public schools, charter 
schools and scholarships to low 
income families for use at private 
schools. 

Since the program began in 2004, par-
ents used over 6,000 scholarships to 
send their children to Catholic schools 
in the Archdiocese of Washington, 
bringing over $45 million dollars in 
scholarships to DC’s Catholic schools. 
Parents regularly selected Catholic 
schools at least 50% of the time over 
the course of the program – a testament 
to the Archdiocesan commitment for 
Catholic schools to be affordable, acces-
sible and offer strong academics. 

Jennifer grew up in Farmers Branch. 
A first generation Texan, Jennifer is the 
proudest member of the Fightin’ Texas 
Aggie Class of 2000, receiving a Bachelor 
of Science in Interdisciplinary Studies 
with a minor in Mathematics. She returned 
for post-graduate study at the George 
Bush School of Government and Public 
Service in 2003 receiving a Certificate in 
Advanced International Affairs. Jennifer 
began her career as a math teacher, but after several years 
of political involvement at the local and state level, moved 
to Washington, DC in 2004.

Jennifer is currently the Director of Government Relations 
for the Catholics Schools Office of the Archdiocese of Wash-
ington. She oversees participation in federal programs under 
No Child Left Behind (NCLB) and tracks state and federal 
legislative issues related to non-public schools.

Previously, Jennifer served in the Bush Administration at 
the Department of State. As Special Assistant to Under 

Secretary for Public 
Diplomacy and Public Affairs, Karen 

Hughes, Jennifer traveled to 10 countries in less than a 
year’s time. She also worked with the House Foreign Affairs 
Committee as Legislative Management Officer in the Bureau 
of Legislative Affairs. On Capitol Hill, Jennifer worked in 
the communications office of the Committee on Education 
and Workforce for Chairman John Boehner (OH-08) and as 
scheduler and office manager for Dallas Congressman, Jeb 
Hensarling (TX-05).

Jennifer lives in Cheverly, Maryland with her husband Gavin, 
daughters Emily and Ella and their Jack Russell Terrier, 
Sarge.

Making a Difference on Capitol Hill
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Ashley Jordan ’05, currently a sophomore at Texas State 
University, founded a nonprofit organization three years ago 
called Children’s Chance International (CCI). Based in the 
war-torn Northern region of Uganda, CCI aims to help the 
women and children in this region by training them with life 
skills, providing for their education and needs, advocating 
for their rights, and providing rehabilitation so that they are 
able to continue with their lives with a sense of hope for the 
future, despite all the suffering that they have endured and 
continue to endure.

This region, especially the women and children, suffered 
enormous brutalities during an insurgency that lasted for over 
20 years under a rebel group called the Lord’s Resistance 
Army (LRA). Thousands were murdered, and even more were 
abducted, abused, raped, tortured and forcefully recruited into 
rebel ranks where they witnessed terrible levels of human 
rights abuse. This reduced the quality of human life as the 
victims have lost dignity and means of livelihood. The rebel 
movement left the country in 2006, and civilians were left to 
pick up the pieces and find ways to heal the wounds.

Ashley traveled to Uganda last summer to see first hand the 
impact that the war has made on the area and to meet with 
the women and children that benefit from CCI. She spent 
over three weeks with the group.

“It is safe to say that it was the most amazing trip of my life 
and really opened my eyes to how much work needs to be 
done,” said Ashley. “There are simply so many children that 
need to be helped. They are the strongest, most amazing 
children that I’ve ever met, and I can’t believe that after all 
the terrible things they’ve witnessed and experience, they are 
able to face the day with a smile.”

Working with Kenneth Odur, who lives in Uganda, Ashley 
is now faced with the task of finding sponsors for each of 
these children so that they are able to go to school instead 
of staying at home. Ashley would also like to raise money 
to promote soccer as a means of coping with what has hap-
pened in their village. 

“In Uganda, it is essential for a child to receive an education 
to accomplish even the smallest of dreams,” explains Ashley. 
“If you are not educated, you will not get anywhere further 
than the field. The kids in the CCI program are among the 
least fortunate, having lost one or both parents to the rebels, 
and having no income to pay for school fees.”

Ashley is working toward a major in journalism and hopes to 
earn a teaching degree in English as well, so that she can raise 
awareness of the situation through writing. She also plans to 
teach the CCI children to speak English, as it is Uganda’s 
national language — being able to speak English there is as 
crucial as getting an education. 

“Helping these people through CCI is my only goal in life,”  
explains Ashley.

CCI is registered as a non-profit at the national level in 
Uganda and they are looking for assistance in registering 
CCI in the US as a 501c3 non-profit organization. For more 
information or to sponsor a child for only $30/year go to 
www.childrens-chance.org. You can also donate this month 
through http://www.globalgiving.org/projects/support-war-
orphans-child-mothers-in-north-uganda/ .  To volunteer or 
for more information on becoming a part of the CCI team, 
Ashley can be reached at ashjayster@gmail.com.

Amazing Alumni Adventures

Reaching Beyond Borders
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Alumni News

Kevin Schmitz ‘77 resides in Dallas 
with his wife, Beth, and three children. 
When he is not overworked as the owner 
of a skylight manufacturing company, 
Kevin enjoys time with his family on 
their farm in Leonard, TX.

Claudia Rodriguez Montanari ‘85 & 
her husband, Patrick celebrated the 1st 
birthday of their son, Gabriel in May. 
Claudia is now in training to complete 
her 1st Triathlon at the end of July, and 
is shown here finishing day 1 of the MS 
150 ride in April.

Jim Plaga ‘88 is currently working for 
the Federal Government. He resides 
in Keller with his wife (10 year an-
niversary in October) and 6 year old 
daughter Gabrielle.

Lisa Chmiola Burns ‘90 was named 
to the board of directors for the Asso-
ciation of Fundraising Professionals, 
Greater Houston Chapter. She also 
recently graduated from Leadership 
Houston, Class XXIX.

 
What’s happening in your life? We’d love to 
hear from you! Send your news/announce-
ments to alumni@mischool.org. 

Cheryl Nienhiser Middendorf ‘95 
and her husband Josh Middendorf 
welcomed their first baby, Garrett Mi-
chael Middendorf on Thursday, May 
12 at 9:10 PM. Their little blessing 
from above weighed in at 8 pounds, 10 
ounces and measured to be 21 inches 
long...a happy and healthy baby who is 
receiving a lot of love! Josh and Cheryl 
were married at Mary Immaculate 
Church and will celebrate their 4 year 
wedding anniversary in August.

Anne Marie Lucier Bierman ‘96 and 
husband Brian Bierman welcomed son 
Benjamin Michael into the world on 
3/3/11. Benjamin is their first child.

Stephanie Wilson Koch ‘99 and her 
husband, Terry, are expecting their 
second child in December.
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Alumni News

Three MIS graduates from the Class 
of 2008 were inducted into National 
Honor Society at Newman Smith High 
School this past school year: Erin Pru-
cha, John Harrelson, and Christine 
Evans. In addition to their academic 
achievements, they all participate in 
extracurricular activities. Erin plays 
trumpet in the school’s marching band, 
John plays Varsity Baseball team and 
Christine plays Varsity tennis.

Two MIS graduates from the Class 
of 2009 were inducted into National 
Honor Society at Hebron High School 
this past school year: Parker Martinez 
and Christine Ernst. 

William “Bill” Stevenson ’00 ap-
peared on David Letterman in early 
July in the musical guest group “Black 
Joe Lewis and the Honeybears”. Bill 
(second from the left) plays the bass in 
this blues band influenced by Howlin’ 
Wolf and James Brown. Formed in 
Austin, Texas in 2007, the band was 
voted Austin’s Band of the Year for 
2009. In March 2009, Esquire listed 
Black Joe Lewis and the Honeybears 
as one of the “Ten Bands Set to Break 
Out at 2009’s SXSW Festival.” A clip 
of the performance can be found by 
clicking here.

http://s1089.photobucket.com/albums/i359/dg11469/June%2013%202011%20-%20June%2019%202011/?action=view&current=blackjoelewisletterman_Segment100-00-03-00-04-11.mp4
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Alumni News

Congratulations to our 
MIS alumni pictured 
above who recently 
earned their Eagle Scout 
rank as members of 
Troop 713:

William Ellis ‘08

William led crews in build-
ing a bridge in Farmers 
Branch Historical Park’s 
new Bird Sanctuary for his 
Eagle Project. 

Luke Olinger ‘08

For his Eagle Project, Luke 
led crews of 8-10 volunteers 
over 3 weekends to build a 
prayer garden at Our Lady 
of Perpetual Help Catholic 
Church and School in Dal-
las. The project included 
installing fencing and arbors, 
building concrete bases for 
benches and statuary, creat-
ing decorative brickwork, 
designing landscaping and 
planting flower beds. 

Congratulations to our 
MIS alumni pictured 
below who recently 
earned their Eagle Scout 
rank as members of 
Troop 874:

Sam Ford ‘07

For his Eagle Project, Sam 
built and installed five large 
wooden benches and a stone 
path for Camp Sweeney 
(east of Gainesville), a camp 
for diabetic kids (www.
campsweeney.org).

Clay Salinas ‘07

Clay’s Eagle Project was to 
construct the flagstone walk 
area and to landscape with 
plants around the marquee at 
Mary Immaculate School.

Bradley McGuire ‘07

Bradley’s Eagle Project 
consisted of cleaning out 
two storage closets and an 
attic, replacing the attic lad-
der, fixing and finishing the 
decking in the attic, install-
ing fixed shelving in the attic 
and a closet and building 
adjustable shelving in the 
outer closet area, finishing 
the trim and painting the 
closet in the Calhoun Hall at 
the First Christian Church in 
Carrollton.

Javier Cepeda ‘08

Javier’s Eagle Project was to 
lead a crew of 8-10 scouts in 
re-striping the parking lot at 
Mary Immaculate Church 
over a period of 3 weekends, 
including individual parking 
slots, labeling special areas 
and fire lanes.

Joseph Martin ‘08

Joseph led crews of 4-8 
volunteers over 5 weekends 
to create and improve a play 
area at Our Lady of Per-
petual Help Catholic Church 
and School in Dallas for his 
Eagle Project. The proj-
ect included constructing a 
sandbox, building a shade 
covering over the sandbox, 
installing a stepping stone 
pathway, constructing a 
porch, adding a privacy 
screen to the fence and level-
ing off the land. 

Below left: William Ellis ‘08, Luke Olinger ‘08, Michael 
Velasquez ‘08, Mr. Roger Cramer, and Joseph Martin ‘08 
walking the bridge after the last nail was hammered on 
William’s Eagle Project.
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Alumni News

These MIS alumni (left to right) helped 
the 2010-2011 Jesuit Rangerettes win 
top dance awards as well at the Aca-
demic Chanpions Award for having the 
highest team GPA (3.56) of all teams 
at the competition in Galvenston this 
past March:

Jessica Mitchell ‘10 
Cristina Williams ‘08 
Ashley Salyer ‘08 
Anne Cipione ‘09 
Carolyn Cole ‘08 
Sarah Swindell ‘07 
Stephanie Wilcox ‘07 
Francesca Gomez ‘10 
Kelly Klein ‘07 
Michelle Klein ‘09

Alumni teacher Chris Jonckers Murat, 
who taught 5th grade from 1986-1988 
and her replacement at MIS, Fran 
Lanham Rice, ended up as a 5th grade 
teammates at St. Laurence in Sugar 
Land, Texas. Although they were not at 
MIS at the same time, they are grateful 
that God to put them together later so 
they could share their MIS experiences, 
recalling their days at MIS with fond 
memories, especially since they taught 
so many siblings. The two alumni 
teachers eventually each had three 
children who all went to St. Laurence, 
but they often wished it could have been 
Mary Immaculate School instead! 

Alumni teacher Connie 
Young, who taught at 

MIS for 13 years during 
the late 1960-70s and 

then went on to teach at 
Ursuline, has recently 
retired from teaching. 

She plans to enjoy time 
gardening and will “work 

on my bucket list”.
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Alumni News

Class of 2011 Awards

Each year MIS acknowledges top  
students in honor of MIS classmates 
who have gone before us. These awards, 
with this year’s award winners are:

• Patrick Brunner Outstanding Stu-
dent Award: Leo Ernst and Lucas 
Worthington

•  Erin Costello Outstanding Student 
Award: Shannon Burton, Hannah 
Miller and Courtney Newman

• Sara Murawski Spirit of Commu-
nity Award: Laura Evans and Allie 
Harrelson 

• Kraig Frick Perseverance Award: 
Ana-Sofia Gonzalez and Tommy 
Reyes

• Patricia Echeverri Spirit Award: 
Megan Grimes

In addition to these awards, members of 
the graduating class receive honors and 
acknowledgments in specific academic 
areas, sports and other extracurricular 
activities. Congratulations to all!

This summer, MIS celebrates six gradu-
ating students (shown above in order of 
mention, from left to right) who received 
scholarships in tribute to their work during 
junior high.

Courtney Newman of Farmers Branch 
has received a $1400 renewable academic 
scholarship by Bishop Lynch Catholic 
High School. Courtney also received the 
Erin Costello Outstanding Student Award, 
presented to a female graduate who best 
exemplifies Mary Immaculate School in 
academics, character, and overall participa-
tion.  

Irving resident Allie Armato, one of only 
eight recipients to be awarded the Terrae 
Altae Scholarship, will receive half tuition 
from the Highlands School in Irving as 
her scholarship. A $1000 scholarship to 
Jesuit College Preparatory School has been 
awarded to Sam Truxal of Coppell by the 
Fr. Patrick H. Koch, S. J. Alumni Associa-
tion of Jesuit. John Paul Gura, a resident 
of The Colony, has been awarded a $500 
scholarship by John Paul II High School in 

Plano. All three of these scholarships are 
awarded to incoming freshman who have 
been accepted unconditionally at their re-
spective high schools plus have met a series 
of other criteria that includes scholarship, 
academic performance, leadership ability, 
participation in community service and 
Christian values.

$500 Spirit of Love Scholarships were 
awarded by the Rebekah Leah Rivera Foun-
dation to both Maddie Spicer and Alexa 
Almaguer for using their talents to serve 
their community. These two young ladies 
were honored as Spirit of Love Scholarship 
recipients during a presentation dinner 
sponsored by the foundation on Friday, 
June 17. Maddie, a resident of Farmers 
Branch, intends to attend Newman Smith 
HS. Alexa, a Carrollton resident, has been 
accepted into the Booker T Washington HS 
for the Performing and Visual Arts, with a 
focus on dance.

Mary Immaculate School Graduates Earn Scholarships
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Teacher Retirements/Movement

The end of the 2010-11 school year came to a bittersweet ending as several of our veteran teachers announced their 
retirement or movement on to other purposes. We thank these wonderful individuals for the years of service they have 
provided to the school and the many students whose lives have been changed by them in a positive light: 

Barbara Barry  
August 1981 30 Years of Service

Since the early days of Principal Brock, 
Barbara has served as the jack-of-all-
trades for MIS, filling voids whenever 
and where ever needed. Her amazing 
calm through the years, especially those 
when she served as Kindergarten Aide, 
has been an inspiration to all.

Joan Minigutti  
August 1987 24 Years of Service

“With great power comes great respon-
sibility” is just one of Joan’s many 
sayings that her students have taken to 
heart and grown from. Her wealth of 
knowledge and tough, but nurturing, 
mentoring has caused many a student to 
rise up to meet his full potential. Add to 
this her incredible dedication of hours 
to the job, and you will realize Joan’s 
determination to provide the best for 
each and every MIS student over her 
many years at MIS. 

Vivian Marino  
November 1992 19 Years of Service

Vivian’s never-ending energy and 
vitality has amazed parents and staff 
alike over the years. She has the  
ability to convince children of all 
ages – from kindergarteners prepping 
for their Halloween program to 8th 
graders practicing their final farewell 
song – that their voices need, and de-
serve, to be heard. Her small feet have 
left big shoes to fill.

Karen Montgomery  
August 1997 14 Years of Service

If Enterprise City had royalty, Karen 
would be queen. Through her love of 
Enterprise City, Karen has passed on to 
multitudes of MIS students the need to 
be fiscally responsible. Karen’s small 
stature hides a large heart, which has 
been shown throughout the years not 
only toward students needing a boost, 
but towards her co-workers who needed 
a boost as well.

Jen Watts  
August 2004 7 Years of Service

Jen’s calm, matter of fact demeanor and 
her ability to talk with teens rather than 
at teens has made her a valuable part of 
the Jr. High hallway. She has the gift of 
wrapping stories around theology that 
makes her religion classes enlightening 
as opposed to preachy. Jen’s respect 
for life and all things living has made 
her the perfect organizer of service 
projects. She has taken a position at St. 
Thomas Aquinas in Dallas.
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MIS Class Notes

GRAD 
CLASS

CLASS REP CLASS REP EMAIL FACEBOOK 
GROUP NAME

1959
1960
1961
1962
1963 Priscilla 

Morantes 
Mahaffey

priscillamahaffey 
@sbcglobal.net

1964 Fred McCurley, 
Andy Reddick

fmcurley@flash.net; 
andy@andyreddick.
com

1965
1966

1967
1968 Lib Grimmett/

Connie Black 
Taylor Bratton 

libgrimmett 
@hotmail.com

1969
1970 Lois Zacha 

(Burt) 
lezacha 
@aol.com

1971
1972
1973 Doug Kile/

James Mcginn
dkile 
@techlightusa.com

1974
1975 Joe Meza jrmeza2002 

@msn.com
1976 Linda Eifert 

Lee
lindaclaudette 
@verizon.net

1977
1978
1979 Rosemary 

Schmitz 
Martinez

rmartinez 
@mischool.org

Mary Immacu-
late School 
Class of 1979 
- Farmers 
Branch

1980
1981 Kristin Heath 

Florence
kflorence@sbcglobal.
net 

Mary Immacu-
late School 
(MIS) Class of 
1981

1982 Mary DelValle 
Fregia

fregiafam5@gmail.com Mary Immacu-
late School 
- Farmers 
Branch, TX - 
Class of 1982

GRAD 
CLASS

CLASS REP CLASS REP EMAIL FACEBOOK 
GROUP NAME

1983
1984
1985
1986
1987
1988 Suzy Rossol 

Matheson
srossol 
@hotmail.com

MIS Class of 
88

1989
1990 Lisa Chmiola 

Burns 
lisac77@yahoo.com MIS Class of 

1990 Reunion 
1991 Lisa Gonzales 

Leos
leosinc 
@hotmail.com

MIS Class of 
91

1992
1993 Sally Hill 

Derrick

Liz Mahaffey

sally.derrick 
@gmail.com

MahaffeyE@cfbisd.edu

MIS Class of 
93

1994
1995
1996
1997
1998 Beth Beste Mary Immacu-

late School 
Class of 1998

1999 Stephanie 
Wilson Koch

se506@aol.com MIS Class of 
99 Reunion

2000
2001 Sara Fine sfine  

@webershandwick.com
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009 Parker 

Martinez
parkermartinez 
@hotmail.com

Mary Im-
maculate (MIS) 
Class of 2009

2010
2011

Our list of class reps is growing, and we’d love to add you to our list! As class rep, you serve as an ambassador for your class by promoting the involve-

ment and fostering a spirit of loyalty and pride in MIS among your classmates. Responsibilities of the class rep are to advise the MIS Alumni Association 

of class gatherings and provide the association with updated address information on your classmates. For more information or to become a class rep, 

please contact Lisa Gonzales Leos ‘91 at leosinc@hotmail.com.

http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=172704885521
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=172704885521
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=172704885521
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=172704885521
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=172704885521
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=49488070891
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=49488070891
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=49488070891
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=49488070891
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=71387061737
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=71387061737
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=71387061737
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=71387061737
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=71387061737
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=41309179894
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=41309179894
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=274621970076&ref=search&sid=1588960101.3371820840..1
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=274621970076&ref=search&sid=1588960101.3371820840..1
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=41435226772
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=41435226772
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=14721079605
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=14721079605
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=14721079605
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=100828452645
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=100828452645
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=400551375054&ref=search&sid=1588960101.2335430134..1
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=400551375054&ref=search&sid=1588960101.2335430134..1
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=400551375054&ref=search&sid=1588960101.2335430134..1
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MIS Development News

2011 Auction Results

Close to 400 attendees contributed to this year’s successful 
MIS Heart of Gold Auction, honoring MIS alumni parents 
Eddie and Mary Eason (parents of Amy ‘99 and Troy ‘08.)

With this outstanding fundraising effort, the Parent Teacher 
Club brought in $131,040 for Mary Immaculate School. 
Thank you to all alumni who joined us for this event!

2011 Auction Income:

 Reservations:  $ 34,075 
 Raffle  $ 16,150 
 Advertising:  $ 2 ,300 
 T-Shirts  $ 1 ,896 
 Underwriting  $ 9 ,340 
 Silent Auction  $ 91 ,08 
 Online Auction:  $ 32,551 
Blind Bids: $             72

Total Income:  $ 187,464 
Total Expenses: - $    56,424

TOTAL PROFIT:  $ 131,040

Alumni and alumni parents mix it up at this year’s auction (l-r): 
Alina Masferrer Gaubert ‘84, Sandy Hughes, Rosemary Schmitz 
Martinez ‘79, Nadine Colley Tibbits ‘80 and Paula Echeverry.

Above: Silent auction in action 
Below left: Rita Brandt Ford ‘79 and her husband Scott relax as 
dessert is served. 
Below right: Cathy Finch Garrett ‘08 and her husband Matt 
pose in front of auction decor.

Mark your calendars for the next Heart of Gold Auction on Saturday, February 12, 2012 so 
you can bring your Valentine to a fun evening of dinner, dancing and bidding!  

Profits from the 2012 auction will go towards the new science lab.
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MIS Development News

Technology Improvements

Technology improvements were made this past school year 
in keeping with phase 1 of the school’s Strategic Plan for 
Technology. New computers for the computer lab, complete 
with Windows 7 and MS Office software were purchased, 
as well as a new phone and intercom system for the school.

White boards for the Mimio Interactive Learning Technol-
ogy were installed in all of the classrooms this past winter, 
thanks to fundraising successes early in the year. Teachers 
are building use of the interactive white boards into their 
lesson plans for this coming year. For video of the seventh 
graders experiencing Mimio technology for the first time in 
Mrs. Penartz’s classroom, go to http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=5QMBe72LL0Q

Phase II of the plan calls for the purchase of a mobile com-
puter lab known as a COW (Computers on Wheels), which 
can be moved from classroom to classroom as needed.

MIS Raises Over $30,000 for the Blind

The students of Mary Immaculate School took on a fundrais-
ing effort in early April to benefit the blind community. 

With the help of school, parish and alumni families, MIS 
presented a check for $15,639 to the Dallas Lighthouse for 
the Blind and a separate check for $15,639 to second grade 
student Zach Thibodeaux on Friday, May 6th. The checks 
were presented by Principal Matt Krause on behalf of the 
Mary Immaculate students, who raised the money during their 
Boosterthon Fun Run in April.

Zach, who found out last summer that he is rapidly losing 
his eyesight due to Cone Rod Dystrophy, will use the dona-
tion to support the over $2000 per month costs required for 
academic needs as he adapts to his blindness. Zach’s parents 
have decided to keep Zach at MIS, where they feel he will 
have the strongest opportunities academically, spiritually and 
socially.

The money raised for the Dallas Lighthouse for the Blind 
will be used to help the organization continue its mission of 
providing opportunity and independence for residents in North 
Dallas who are visually impaired or blind. The donation was 
given in honor of a 2001 MIS graduate, Drew Bernet, who lost 
his eyesight two years ago to complications from Diabetes. 
Drew has acted as friend and mentor to Zach’s family, helping 
them adjust to the challenges of blindness.

During the event, Dallas Lighthouse for the Blind president 
Nancy Perkins and Ann Piper, Vice Chairman of the Board for 
the organization, also presented Zach with a lifetime scholar-
ship for training at the Dallas Lighthouse.

More information on the Dallas Lighthouse can be found at 
www.dallaslighthouse.org. More information on Zach can be 
found at http://www.facebook.com/pages/Zach-Thibodeauxs-
Wish-Fund/184062741630601. 



13

About the MIS Office of Advancement

“Advancement” is the term used to describe the 
various efforts to build relationships that advance 
the aims of a school, college or university. The MIS 
Office of Advancement encompasses many different 
programs and activities, all with one common purpose: 
building a stronger school, one that is known for its 
past successes and respected for its future promise. 

Key functions of the MIS Office of Advancement, 
which was introduced in September 2009, include:

• Development: pursuing funding from the govern-
ment, corporations and organizations as well as 
contributions from individuals.

• Communications: keeping families, staff and fac-
ulty informed about what’s happening on campus 
and promoting events through the news media.

• Marketing: positioning MIS in the marketplace to 
support student recruitment and other objectives.

• Alumni relations: forming bonds among graduates 
and keeping alumni connected with our school.

• Volunteer Relations: working closely with the 
various volunteer groups to build community and 
otherwise support the school.

Advancement Office hours during the school year are 
Monday through Friday from 7:30am to 3:30pm

Rosemary Martinez, Director of Communications, 
is in-office on Mon, Tues, and Thurs. She can be 
reached via email at rmartinez@mischool.org.

Holly Kerr, Director of Development, is in-office 
on Mon, Wed, and Fri. She can be reached via email 
at hkerr@mischool.org.

972-243-7105 x151

The Mary Immaculate School Alumni Asso-
ciation is supported through the MIS Office 
of Advancement. To update your contact in-
formation, please go to the Alumni section of 
our school website at www.mischool.org.

For more information or to volunteer as a 
class rep or association leader, please contact 
Rosemary Martinez.

Parish Fall Festival: Fri. Oct 7 and Sat. Oct. 8

Make plans to attend Mary Immaculate Parish’s annual Fall 
Festival…which includes a Tour de Branch 5K Fun Run, cake 
walk, game booths, midway amusement rides, live entertain-
ment, big festival raffle and more. So much to see and do, all 
benefiting Mary Immaculate Church and School! 

Chili Cookoff/Texas Hold’em Game Night

No need to book a trip to Vegas—you can try your luck at 
MIS’s very own Texas Hold’em game or wow us with your 
chili expertise! Join us for a fun filled adults only evening on 
Saturday, Dec. 3, beginning at 6 p.m. Dinner is included and 
reservations are required. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON 
THESE EVENTS, PLEASE CONTACT 

ROSEMARY SCHMITZ MARTINEZ ‘79: 
rmartinez@mischool.org

Cecilia Kivyta Carter ‘81 and her husband Brian took 3rd place 
with their “Fuzzy’s Melt the North Pole Texas Chili” at last 
year’s Chili Cookoff.


