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MIS Celebrates St. Ann Science Lab and Art Center

Mary Immaculate School presented the St. Ann Science Lab and Art Center during 
a Blessing and Open House on Friday, October 5, 2012.

The new center is the result of a $250,000 three-month renovation that was supported 
financially through $77,500 in grants from four foundations, a $50,000 contribution 
from St. Ann Catholic Church in Coppell, and fundraising at the school during the 
2011-2012 school year. The renovation highlights a growing relationship between 
Mary Immaculate School and St. Ann Church where approximately 28% of current 
school families attend services.

The dual purpose room renovation includes a $30,000 technology grant from the 
Catholic Foundation that will enhances technology for the fine arts elective plus will 
stimulate curiosity and scientific inquiry in the middle school science classes by allow-
ing students to set up and analyze complex experiments. A small room for a donated 
industrial Paragon kiln—which can be used both for ceramics in the art classes and 
for growing cultures for science labs—was included in the renovation.

A $35,000 grant from the Kenedy Memorial Foundation and a $2,500 grant from the 
Darling Foundation contributed towards construction costs. A $10,000 grant from the 
Harold Simmons Foundation assisted with the purchase of science equipment.

Above left: MIS students demonstrate the new lab equipment. 
Above: Alumni grandparent, Esther Tovar, quizzes the MIS students who are explaining 

how the new technology will be used within the Fine Arts class.

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Mary-Immaculate-Catholic-School-Farmers-Branch/152162396825
www.mischool.org
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Amazing Alumni Adventures

When MIS grad Paul Cormier ‘79 faced off against 
the enemy alone in a blinding dust storm, he found 
he wasn’t alone after all.

It all happened on a very windy day at Camp Ashraf, Iraq. It 
was December 2004. I had just finished my rounds checking 
on the detainees from the People’s Mujahedin of Iran, (PMOI 
for short, they were Iranians who allied themselves with 
Iraq). My job was to go to each area of the encampment and 
respond to questions, concerns and requests, my interpreter 
Hassan always accompanying me. We all called him Hank. 
He was a PMOI member himself, but had been forced to join 
at gunpoint some 25 years earlier.

After I escorted Hank back to his block I went to the guard 
shack. As I walked in, I heard a call come over the radio 
– two detainees had somehow gotten past the triple-strand 
concertina wire surrounding the camp. They were last seen 
heading north by one of the tower guards, but the guard lost 
sight of them because the wind was kicking up dust. I im-
mediately ran outside and jumped into my truck. As I did, 
I noticed the Quick Reaction Force (QRF) already in their 
trucks and heading out the main gate.

Because we were in a detainee encampment, no one carried 
weapons. We had to have them with us in Iraq, but when-
ever we entered the encampment we had to leave them with 
guards in the sally-port at the front gate. The QRF stopped 
to get theirs, and I was right behind them, waiting for them 
to clear the sally-port so I could drive in and get mine. 
When they drove out, they turned and went south. I knew 
the escapees were heading north and we were running out 
of time. I made a split second decision and drove through 
the sally-port without stopping to get my weapons. That was 
mistake number one.

Turning north I began driving along the road leading to the 
annex where we held the female members of the PMOI. The 
wind was getting stronger, and the dust was getting worse. 
Visibility was fluctuating between 10 feet and 1000 feet. One 
second I could clearly see the annex, the next I couldn’t see 
past the hood of the truck. At one point, I saw one of the 
guards at the annex, waving wildly at me, and pointing. I 
decided to go off road in the direction he was pointing. That 
was mistake number two. 

I knew finding two escapees in a dust storm in the desert 
would be like finding a needle in a haystack, but never did it 
occur to me that once I left the road, it might be difficult to 

find my way back if the dust didn’t settle. My only thought 
was to find them, and call the QRF on the radio. And that’s 
when I realized mistake number three: I was driving a truck 
that was not part of the QRF, and therefore had no radio. I 
had no way to communicate with anyone, and at this point I 
realized I was on my own. I said out loud, “Dear God please 
help me do this. Please keep me safe.” 

About the time I realized I had no radio, there was a break in 
the dust storm, and I could barely make out two figures run-
ning north. By now they were well past the annex. I gunned 
the engine and took off through the sand, all the while talk-
ing to God. My prayers made me feel confident. About ten 
seconds later visibility once again went down, but I kept on. 
I didn’t see the sand dune in front of me, and hit it at around 
40 MPH. The truck went airborne, and when it hit the ground 
I noticed about two feet to my left was an unexploded artil-
lery shell. I shudder to think what might have happened if I 
had scored a direct hit. 

Continuing on, I caught a glimpse of one of the escapees. 
They had separated so I drove after the one I could see, and 
easily caught up to him. I drove past him in a wide arc so I 
could circle around and get in front of him, facing him. He 
stopped, and stared at me. He was out of breath but looked 
like he still had some fight left in him. I would guess his size 
to be around 6’2” and 230 lbs. I was no match for the ogre 
standing in front of my truck. I was 5’ 10’’ and 180 lbs, and 
he was about 15 years younger than me. 

Paul standing next to his vehicle in 
Camp Ashraf, Dec 2004.
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With all the false bra-
vado I could muster, I 
yelled “GET ON THE 
GROUND!” I pointed 
down at the same time. 
Whether he understood 
my English or my ges-
ture, I have no idea, 
but he sat down in the 
sand. When he did, I 
could no longer see 
him, so I backed my 

truck until I could see him again. He sat and looked at me, 
and I looked back. I think then he realized I was alone. He 
stood up, and stared at me, sizing me up. 

So there I was, in the middle of a sandstorm in the desert, 
no radio, no weapon, no backup, in a staring contest with 
someone twice my size who I now realized wanted to take 
my truck. I hit the horn, and that’s when I realized mistake 
number four. I knew a few days earlier that horn didn’t work, 
but never had it fixed it because I figured I would never need 
it. The escapee saw me hitting the horn with no success, 
was able to figure out my situation, and he started walking 
toward me.

I quickly put it into reverse and backed up ten feet. He 
stopped, thought some more, then ran toward me, and I 
backed up about 20 feet. I think at that point we both real-
ized this: 1) he couldn’t run from me because I would follow 
him; 2) he could beat me hand to hand, but he couldn’t catch 
me, and so we had our little stand-off/staring contest. Again, 
I said another prayer, this one more fervent than the last: 
“Dear God please help me, please let the QRF find me.” As 
an afterthought, I said “at least end this dust storm, God.” 
Ten seconds later the wind died completely. Ten seconds after 
that, visibility was back to normal. Whether God answered 
my prayer or it was merely happenstance, I will never know, 
but I can certainly tell you what it felt like. I asked Him to 
keep me safe, and I missed landing on an artillery shell by a 
mere two feet. I asked Him to send me the QRF and the dust 
storm stopped. I was amazed, but God wasn’t done yet.

I could see the encampment about a mile away, and the QRF 
was at about half that distance, dealing with the other escapee. 
I guess they figured out they headed in the wrong direction 
and circled around to the north. In my excitement I completely 
forgot the horn was broken and hit it again. Miraculously it 
worked. It made the most pitiful sound (I would compare it 
to a new born calf with a deviated septum), but it was just 
loud enough to make one of the QRF guys turn and look. 
They saw me, and immediately one of the trucks sped toward 

me. In a minute the escapee was hand-cuffed and on his way 
back to the encampment. 

As I followed behind the QRF truck, I thought about what 
had just happened. I asked God for help, and He erased four 
mistakes for me. Pretty impressive, right? Right. God is pretty 
good about erasing our mistakes. Remember when He sent 
His only Son to die on the cross? How many of our mistakes 
did He erase that time?

I’m retired from the Army now, but I’m still a warrior of 
sorts. I like to think of myself as a prayer warrior. Or maybe 
a prayer ninja. Yea, that’s it. Prayer ninja sounds cooler.

— Paul Cormier ‘79

Paul joined the Army in 1984 and spent three years on active 
duty. His dad died shortly after he enlisted, so when it was 
time for him to reenlist, he declined and instead went home 
to help his mom raise his two younger brothers.

Paul was married with kids of his own when he decided to 
return to the Army in 1994. Life in the Army has taken him to 
Germany twice, Korea, the Pentagon, Fort Hood (TX), Seneca 
Army Depot (NY), Hawaii, Redstone Arsenal (AL), and Fort 
Riley, KS. He has been deployed to Guatemala, Honduras, 
Guam, Haiti, and twice to Iraq. 

His role in the Army was as Military Police. At the time he 
was at Camp Ashraf, Paul was a Staff Sergeant (E-6). In 
addition to squad leader, for that deployment he took on the 
additional role of morale and discipline NCO for the detain-
ees in the encampment. 

Paul retired from the Army in September 2012 as a Sergeant 
First Class (E-7). Paul now works for the Kansas Depart-
ment for Children and Families. He and his wife, Laurie, 
have three children: Emily, who is 20, Jonathan, age 19 and 
Samuel age 12. 

Delivering mail to one of his soldiers in 
Camp Ashraf, Iraq, Dec 2004.

So there I was, in the 
middle of a sandstorm 
in the desert, no radio, 
no weapon, no backup, 
in a staring contest with 
someone twice my size 
who I now realized 
wanted to take my truck. 
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Alumni News

Twenty-four of the nation’s brightest 
minds and best junior golfers were 
named to the 2012 HP Scholastic Ju-
nior All-America Team, including Josh 
Radcliff ‘09.

Putting Faith into Practice

Erica Walker ‘96 has been commissioned as a Cap Corps pastoral associate 
volunteer. She will be working at St. Clare Montefalco Parish in Chicago.

Cap Corps, a Franciscan Capuchin volunteer ministry, is geared to college age 
students and graduates, who wish to emulate the example of St. Francis of As-
sisi and serve the poor and disenfranchised. 

Erica, a graduate of University of Wisconsin-Madison (M.S) and Texas A&M 
University (B.A), will be utilizing her degrees in Education, Spanish, and Inter-
national Studies as she works directly with a predominantly Spanish-speaking 
Mexican immigrant community at an inner-city Chicago parish. Erica will 
be supporting young adult ministry and assisting with parish renewal among 
other duties. 

Erica explains that she was drawn to Cap Corps’ faith community. “It’s an 
intentional community with shared vision to develop and advocate for a social 
conscious, done in part by living simply and in community, in order to seek/
imitate Christ who is life-giving by spreading His message of love,” Erica ex-
plains. “I hope to learn more about Social Catholic Teaching (our call to reach 
out and build relationships of love and justice), not only in study, but in action via working with the marginalized 
and oppressed.  I also hope to gain experience in ministry and discern whether church ministry is my new vocation. 
I long to learn more about the ministry of presence, building relationships, and being a witness for Christ.”

In December, Rebecca Loshelder ‘09 
(front row) placed first of all trombon-
ists in Region 24, which led to her 
audition this past weekend at Area B.  
She placed first  at Area B, both earning 
All-State Honors.  This qualifies her as 
an All-State musician, earning the right 
to go to San Antonio in February for 
the TMEA conference and All-State 
concert.  Region 24 is one of the stron-
gest music regions in the state, meaning 
there is high quality competition.  At 
Marcus HS, 11 students qualified for 
All-State this year, and only Rebecca 
and one other student have made All-
State the last three years in a row. 
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Alumni News

Scholarships Available for MIS Students and Alumni

In 2004, an automobile accident took the life of a 21-year-old whose strong civic 
awareness and deep spiritual beliefs contributed to her life of loving aid to church 
and community. Rebekah Leah Rivera ‘97 believed in serving others — and a 
foundation established in her name continues to assist students from Rebekah’s 

faith communities who best demonstrate 
that they use their God given gifts and 
talents to serve others. 

High school seniors whose families are 
parishioners at any of the 75+ Catholic 
churches within the Diocese of Dallas 
can apply for a $2,500 College Spirit of 
Love Scholarship. Eighth grade Catholic 
students whose families are parishioners 

within the Diocese of Dallas can apply for a $500 High School Spirit of Love 
Scholarship. And for the first time ever, students in grades 4 through 7 at MIS can 
apply for a $500 Little Angels Scholarship.

To be eligible for a Spirit of Love Scholarship, the student must offer proof of com-
munity service, provide a written essay, and present at least one recommendation 
letter before the February 25, 2013 deadline. Students are not required to attend 
a Catholic high school to be eligible for this scholarship.

Over $40,000 has been awarded through scholarships since 2005. Rebekah’s 
mother, Rina Rivera, explains that the foundation supports the development of 
young Catholic leaders who are working to make the world a more fitting place for 
all to live. “Our scholarship recipients have the kind of spirit and fire that makes 
a difference in many people’s lives,” she said. “We are just acknowledging them 
and affirming them on their journey. We are helping them monetarily to continue 
doing what they are doing now, and investing in their future of making the world 
a more fitting place for all to live.” 

For full details/application form, please visit www.rebekahleahrivera.org.

Click here to read more about 
the Rivera family and their efforts 
with the foundation from an 
August 2012 Dallas Morning News 
NeighborsGo story. 

Rebekah Leah Rivera ‘79, prior to her 
auto accident.

Congratulations to our MIS alumni 
honored this year for their outstanding 
PSAT/SAT scores:

National Merit Semi-Finalist Scholars:  
Shannon Nguyen ‘09 from Coppell HS, Ivan Gan ‘09 
from Jesuit

National Merit Commended Scholars: 
Rebecca Loshelder ‘09 from Marcus HS

National Hispanic Recognition Program (NHRP) 
Scholars: 
Parker Martinez ‘09 from Hebron HS, 
Cassidy Thompson ‘09 also from Hebron HS

To whom a lot is given,  
a lot is expected. 

—One of Rebekah’s favorite 
quotes, based on the  

bible verse Luke 12:48

NHRP Scholars Cassidy Thompson ‘09 (Front row far left) and 
Parker Martinez ‘09 (back row far right). 

http://www.mischool.org/files/Rebekah_DMN20120803.pdf
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MIS Class Notes

GRAD 
CLASS

CLASS REP CLASS REP EMAIL FACEBOOK 
GROUP NAME

1959
1960
1961
1962
1963 Priscilla 

Morantes 
Mahaffey

priscillamahaffey 
@gmail.com

1964 Fred McCurley, 
Andy Reddick

fmcurley@flash.net; 
andy@andyreddick.
com

1965
1966

1967
1968 Lib Grimmett/

Connie Black 
Taylor Bratton 

libgrimmett 
@hotmail.com

1969
1970 Lois Zacha 

(Burt) 
lezacha 
@aol.com

1971
1972
1973 Doug Kile/

James Mcginn
dkile 
@techlightusa.com

1974
1975 Joe Meza jrmeza2002 

@msn.com
1976 Linda Eifert 

Lee
lindaclaudette 
@verizon.net

1977
1978
1979 Rosemary 

Schmitz 
Martinez

rmartinez 
@mischool.org

Mary Immacu-
late School 
Class of 1979 
- Farmers 
Branch

1980
1981 Kristin Heath 

Florence
kflorence@sbcglobal.
net 

1982 Mary DelValle 
Fregia

fregiafam5@gmail.com

1983
1984
1985

GRAD 
CLASS

CLASS REP CLASS REP EMAIL FACEBOOK 
GROUP NAME

1986
1987
1988 Suzy Rossol 

Matheson
srossol 
@hotmail.com

1989 Thomas Brock thethomas 
@thomasbrock.net

1990 Lisa Chmiola 
Burns 

lisac77@yahoo.com MIS Class of 
1990 Reunion 

1991 Lisa Gonzales 
Leos

leosinc 
@hotmail.com

1992
1993 Sally Hill 

Derrick

Liz Mahaffey

sally.derrick 
@gmail.com

MahaffeyE@cfbisd.edu

MIS Class of 
93

1994
1995
1996
1997
1998 Beth Beste
1999 Stephanie 

Wilson Koch
se506@aol.com

2000
2001 Sara Fine sfine  

@webershandwick.com
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009 Parker 

Martinez
parkermartinez 
@hotmail.com

2010
2011
2012

Our list of class reps is growing, and we’d love to add you to our list! As class rep, you serve as an ambassador for your class by promoting the involve-

ment and fostering a spirit of loyalty and pride in MIS among your classmates. Responsibilities of the class rep are to advise the MIS Alumni Association 

of class gatherings and provide the association with updated address information on your classmates. For more information or to become a class rep, 

please contact Lisa Gonzales Leos ‘91 at leosinc@hotmail.com.

http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=172704885521
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=172704885521
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=172704885521
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=172704885521
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=172704885521
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=41435226772
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=41435226772


7

Alumni Gathering Opportunities

MIS Heart of Gold Auction: Feb. 23

This year’s Heart of Gold Auction is set for Saturday, February 23, 2013 
at the Westin Park Central Hotel in Dallas. This year’s theme, “Oh, the 
Places You’ll Go!” gets its name from Dr. Seuss’s final published work 

which follows a child 
as he transcends and 
overcomes the many 
struggles of life to 
achieve great things. It 
reminds us that believ-
ing in yourself – even 
in the face of insur-
mountable doubt — is 

the most important thing you can do. We pray our student’s life stories 
are a testament to the sense of adventure and openness to the possibility 
this phrase suggests. 

In keeping with the theme, several of our MIS alumni will be sending in 
video describing their adventures after MIS. We are excited to have our 
alumni contributing in this way!

Alumni are encouraged to grab their sweethearts and join us for this event. 
In addition to the 4 course meal, you’ll enjoy dancing to the music of ??? 
and the thrill of both silent and live auctions.

Pricing is $75 per person and reservations can be made by credit card on-
line at www.misauction.org. If you are unable to attend the auction, please 
consider sponsoring a teacher/staff member. Donations for teacher/staff 
sponsorship can be accepted online.

To attend the auction or for more information regarding the event, please 
contact the school office at 972-243-7105 or visit our auction website at 
www.misauction.org. 

MIS Alumni Mass: Jan. 27

MIS will be honoring alumni at the 
10:30 Mass at Mary Immaculate 
Church as we kick off National 
Catholic Schools Week 2013. 

The 2013 theme “Catholic Schools 
Raise the Standards” supports the 
recent launch of the national stan-
dards and benchmarks that ensure 
the effective operation and respon-
sible governance of Catholic schools 
across the country, thus promoting 
high academic standards and Catholic identity. The logo designed for 
the week illustrates a chart of steady growth culminating in the highest 
achievement of all, a cross representing the faith that underscores all 
Catholic education. 

Check out a few  of the Live Auction 
Packages you can bid on at the  

2013 Heart of Gold Auction:

Get in on the action of the 2013 NCAA 
Final Four! We’ll fly you on American 
Airlines to watch the top teams in college 
basketball and relax for three nights in the 
spacious comfort of the Hyatt Regency 
Suites in Atlanta. Scheduled to begin on 
March 17, the tournament narrows from 
68 universities/colleges to determine the 
National Champion and you can be there 
for the final two games at the Georgia 
Dome, thanks to two (2) upper level tickets 
to NCAA National Semi-Finalist Game on 
Saturday, April 6, 2013 and two (2) upper 
level tickets to NCAA National Champion-
ship Game on Monday, April 8.

Now is your chance to uncover the won-
ders of Rome, Italy! With this package, 
you and a guest will fly via American 
Airlines for this 5 nite stay at the luxuri-
ous Rome Marriott Park Hotel, only 14 
km from downtown Rome so you can  
wander  the Coliseum, ascend the Span-
ish Steps and make your wish at the Trevi 
Fountain.  Included is your opportunity to 
explore the Vatican Museums and marvel 
at Michelangelo’s famous Sistine Chapel 
frescoes...without waiting in line! 

Who hasn’t dreamed of escaping from 
it all...sailing off into the sunset?  The 
chance is yours with  three hours of sail-
ing lessons on the beautiful White Rock 
Lake with Flying Scot North American 
Champion Kelly Gough. Gough, who has 
won numerous sailing championships in-
cluding the Championship of Champions, 
is a previous crew member of the America’s 
Cup in Australia.

www.misauction.com
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Don’t Shop ‘til you Click!

If you shop on Amazon.com, you can effortlessly 
earn money for MIS. There is no sign up involved, 
you don’t pay anything extra, and you don’t need 
to enter any special codes – you just click on our 
school’s shopping link to get to Amazon and then 
browse and shop as you normally do – Amazon does the rest. MIS will 
receive about 4-6% of all purchases made! Just link before you shop.

Our special link can be found on the MIS Home page at www.mischool.
org. Simply click it and then bookmark it in your Internet Browser so that 
it can always be the first link you click each time you shop at Amazon.

MIS Development News

The Mary Immaculate School Alumni Association is supported through the MIS Office of Advance-
ment. To update your contact information, please go to the Alumni section of our school website at 
www.mischool.org. For more information or to volunteer as a class rep or association leader, please 
contact Rosemary Schmitz Martinez ‘79 at 972-243-7105 x151 or rmartinez@mischool.org.

MIS Alumni Committee 

Rosemary Schmitz Martinez ‘79

Lisa Gonzales Leos ‘91

Linda Eifert Lee ‘76

Stephanie Wilson Koch ‘99

• • •

Join us! Become a part of your MIS Alumni 
Committee, whether as a class rep or as a part 
of the new MIS Alumni Association leadership. 
Contact Rosemary at 972-243-7105 x151 or 
rmartinez@mischool.org for more information.

Special Project for 2012-2013: Security

Each year, financial development activities at MIS 
contribute a pre-determined amount to the operations 
budget to lessen the tuition gap (actual cost of student 
education minus tuition). Anything over operation-bud-
geted expenses goes towards our special projects. Our  
operations budget goals have been met for this year, so 
any further contributions will be put directly into our 
special projects. 

With the increase of school-related disturbances 
in the news and with consideration to the aging 
neighborhood, this year’s high priority project is a 
monitored security for the front entry.

Project plans include a camera-monitored access control 
system with keypad and magnetic locks for the doors, 
new storefront doors that are energy-efficient for our 
west-facing entry, new entry flooring that has been dam-
aged by leaks in the current doorway, lighting that will 

allow for better surveillance by the camera and replace-
ment of the full length windows in the entry with wall. 

As of Jan. 1, 2013, we have $30,925 pledged/gifted 
towards our special project goal of $63,000.

We invite our alumni to support this important effort 
today to keep our students safe.

Directed giving to this special project can be made by 
check to Mary Immaculate School, 14032 Dennis Lane, 
Farmers Branch, TX. 75234 or by credit card by clicking 
the button below.

Thank you for your generosity!

https://www.renweb.com/renweb/donateonline/Web/System.cfm?District=MI-TX&SchoolCode
http://www.amazon.com/?_encoding=UTF8&tag=maryimmacaths-20

