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Create a presence at the school: Negative 
forces are deterred by positive forces. Having 
someone at the greeter’s desk is a firm signal 
that someone is watching. Requiring all guests 
entering the building to either show their school 
ID badge or sign in at the greeter desk is a signal 
that others inside the building will be watching as 
well, as no sticker means you don’t belong. 
Thanks to our outpouring of volunteers who came 
forward in December, all time slots are completely 
filled for the greeter’s desk for the remainder of 
the school year and we have a list of subs as 
well. 

Create physical deterrents: Locking exterior 
doors and eliminating secluded areas around the 
entries are key to this. The fencing around our 
gated playground is also another example. In 
addition, video surveillance cameras are in place 
throughout the school. Even the 2-way radios 
used by the greeter desk volunteers to 
communicate with the office are visual deterrents 
that aid in preventing premeditated trouble. 

Prepare for worst case situations: MIS has a 
crisis team in place that reviews our emergency 
plans each year and ensures everyone is aware 
of what to do in the event of a crisis. We work 
closely with safety officials—police, fire, 
emergency medical services, public health — to 
ensure our schools are well prepared for an 
emergency. 

Each classroom has a Crisis Management Bucket 
containing a procedure handbook that addresses 
various types of crisis including lockdowns, 
trespassing, severe weather, fire and intruders. 
The bucket accompanies the teachers on drills 
and also contains materials such as a class listing, 
basic first aid kit, flashlight and emergency 
whistle. 

Our students, teachers, and staff practice safety 

drills each school year, including lookdown drills 
and full-scale evacuation drills. This past August, 
Mr. Krause arranged an off-campus emergency 
meeting location to be used for both full-scale 
evacuation or as temporary classrooms. In 
November a full-scale evacuation drill was 
executed by the school without incident and 
included law enforcement personnel as part of 
the drill. We have also already conducted fire 
and lockdown drills already this year. 

Remain vigilant: Our teachers do a tremendous 
job of watching for people or things that are out 
of the ordinary, such as a visitor walking in a 
wing of the school unescorted or a broken lock. 
Requiring Safe Environment Training with 
background checks for volunteers also falls 
under the category of vigilance. 

What safety and security 
measures are used 
most in America’s public 
schools? Click here to 
view statistics: 
http://nces.ed.gov/ 
fastfacts/ 
display.asp?id=334 

• • • SPECIAL EDITION ON SCHOOL SAFETY • • • 

Crisis Management 
Buckets in each 
classroom contain 
supplies that might be 
needed during 
emergency situations. 

As the new calendar year begins, the safety of our students continues to be of utmost importance at MIS. 
We employ a variety of security measures in our daily efforts to provide a safe, secure learning environment. 
These measures reflect our community’s high expectations for school safety and include the following: 

http://nces.ed.gov/fastfacts/display.asp?id=334
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As part of our watchful and proactive efforts, we 
encourage a safe, supportive school climate that 
provides school-wide behavioral expectations, 
caring school climate programs, positive 
interventions and supports, counseling services, 
and violence prevention programs (bully- 
proofing, social skill development, and conflict 
mediation initiatives.) 

As a parent, you can assist by being our eyes 
and ears on campus and reporting any safety 
concerns you notice. When you are on campus, 
do not prop doors open or allow entry through 
side doors to anyone as entry through these doors 
is only allowed by personnel with keys to the 
building. 

Practice continuous improvement: School 
administration, staff and the MIS Advisory 
Council review established procedures during the 
year and discuss suggestions that are put forth 
to improve procedures. Discussions on 
improvement also take place every year between 
Mr. Krause and Diocesan Safety personnel who 
conduct site inspections with Diocesan schools. 

It was from these discussions that our plans for 
the secure, monitored entry originated almost two 
years ago. Efforts were initiated at that point to 
add the monitoring security; however, it was 
discovered that the current doors could not 
accommodate the magnetic locking system used 
with the system. This meant that the entire 
storefront would have to be replaced, which 

quadrupled costs. At this same time, fund-raising/ 
grant writing for the Science Lab had begun, so 
the monitored entry was delayed for the next 
round of fund-raising. 

Mr. Krause and Father Michael have been in 
deep discussions with facilities staff and security 
professionals, including the Farmers Branch 
Police Department, to reevaluate our security 
measures at MIS. The police officers have 
assured us that our current procedures and 
security measures are above what is required 
by the city. As part of our heightened security 
awareness, an increase in police surveillance was 
also requested and was granted. 

One of the measures discussed during the recent 
reevaluation that will be implemented is 
improving the locking mechanisms for the interior 
classroom doors. Our parish facilities manager, 
Mel Schrafnagel, has received bids on this and 
the new door knobs which lock from the inside 
will be installed and re-keyed during January. We 
had hoped to have this effort completed over 
Christmas break; however, a lack of door knobs 
in stock delayed the installation. 

The security enhancement for the front entry, 
which is top priority for project-specific funds from 
our Annual Giving Campaign and magazine 
drive, is well underway. Estimated at a cost of 
$63,000, the project plans include a camera- 
monitored access control system with keypad 
and magnetic locks for the doors, new storefront 

Inclement Weather 
MIS follows the 
Carrollton-Farmers 
Branch closings for 
inclement weather. 
Please tune to Channel 
5 and if they indicate 
Carrollton-Farmers 
Branch ISD is closed, 
then we are closed also. 
If CFBISD indicates a 
late start time, we will 
also follow the late start 
time. The MIS School 
buildings will be open 
approximately 40 
minutes prior to the late 
arrival time (e.g. on a 
10:00 AM late start time, 
the buildings will be 
open at 9:20 AM). MIS 
also reserves the right to 
close in the event the 
administration deems 
travel from outlying 
areas to be unsafe. 
Please look for specific 
mention of Mary 
Immaculate School in 
case we chose to close/ 
delay school. We will 
also make every effort to 
send a school closure/ 
delay email and update 
the web site page as 
soon as any decisions 
have been made. 

Each year, financial development activities at MIS contribute a pre-determined amount to 
the operations budget to lessen the tuition gap (actual cost of student education minus 
tuition). An additional 10% of profits from the Annual Giving Campaign (not to exceed $10,000) 
feeds into the MIS Endowment Fund. Non-budgeted Scrip profits feed into tuition assistance. 

Anything over operation-budgeted expenses goes towards our special projects. Our goals 
for funds towards the operations budget have been met for this year, so any further 
contributions to the Annual Giving Campaign or purchases of magazines will be put 
directly into our special projects. This year’s special projects are the monitored security 
for the front entry (which is top priority) and enhancements to the school library. Individual 
directed giving and grants will also go towards our special projects. 

Below are the funds brought in so far this year: 

Profits - Budgeted Funds = Project Funds 

Magazine Drive: $22,346 - $13,501 = $8,845 

Annual Giving Campaign*: $75,268 - $63,188 = $12,080 

Direct Giving: $10,000 - 0.00 = $10,000 

Grant Writing: $0.00 - 0.00 = TBD 

Designated to Special Projects as of Jan. 1, 2013: $30,925 

*Profits after Endowment Fund and other expenses; includes $19,500 in outstanding pledges. 

https://www.renweb.com/renweb/donateonline/Web/System.cfm?District=MI-TX&SchoolCode
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Tornado Safety 
MIS administration 
monitors weather alert 
systems during storms 
through websites, 
phone, and television. 
When a tornado watch 
(weather conditions are 
conducive) is put into 
effect, the teachers are 
notified to monitor their 
intercom. 
In cases where a 
tornado warning 
(sighting of tornado in 
the area) is issued, the 
alert is relayed to the 
teachers, who take their 
students into designated 
Safe Zones in the 
building. At this point, 
lockdown of the school 
goes into effect. If the 
tornado warning is still in 
effect at the time of 
dismissal, the students 
will be kept in lockdown 
in the Safe Zones until 
the dangerous weather 
has passed. During a 
tornado warning event, 
parents are strongly 
urged not to ask for their 
child to be released, as 
they are safer in the 
building than they are in 
a car traveling in the 
adverse weather. 

MIS Advancement Office 
Rosemary Martinez, 

Director of Development & Communications 
rmartinez@mischool.org 

972-243-7105 x151 

doors that are energy-efficient for our west-facing 
entry, new entry flooring that has been damaged 
by leaks in the current doorway, lighting that will 
allow for better surveillance by the camera and 
replacement of the full length windows in the 
entry with wall. 

Thanks to the efforts of Gillian Norman and her awesome crew of volunteers, ALL of 
the shifts for the greeters desk have been filled for the remainder of this school year. If 
you would like to be put on the sub list for the greeter’s desk, please contact Gillian at 
normanfamily.gillian@gmail.com. 

Please remember that all guests entering the building are required to either show their 
school ID badge or sign in at the greeter desk before leaving the carpeted area. 

Implementation of this entire system will most 
likely be this summer, a date determined only in 
part by funding. The entry way construction 
requires an empty building, plus intended 
vendors have a backlog of scheduled installs. 
Spring break would be the earliest possibility if 
the installers could find a way to accommodate 
our project. 

Other security enhancements under discussion 
include an overall redesign of the school offices 
to increase administration oversight of the front 
entry way and the future possibility of an 
emergency communication system thorough 
RenWeb that can get emergency messages out 
to the public quickly through an automatic phone 
calling system and Parent Text/Email Blasts. 

Open communication between home and 
school: Communication is critical to the safety 
and well-being of our students and your children. 
Let us know if you have a concern or question 
about school policies or your child’s safety. Our 
first priority, as always, remains the safety and 
welfare of our students and staff. We appreciate 
your patience and support as we work together 
to improve security for our community. 

For further questions/suggestions on school 
safety at MIS, please contact Mr. Krause at 
mkrause@mischool.org. 
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