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Facilities Development Plan Moving Forward
A safe and comfortable learning environment is vital to support an 
active, engaging learning community whose mission is to provide 
students with academic excellence in a Catholic, Christ-centered 
environment. Not all days are like that in the MIS junior high 
classrooms, but relief for extremely hot/cold days is on the way! 
The energy efficiency renovation of the four-classroom junior high 
hallway is on schedule to begin in early June.

This renovation is the first of a eight-phase “home improvement” 
plan (see diagram on the next page) for our “home sweet home.” 
Our faith calls us to be good stewards financially, and this de-
velopment plan will allow us to do so long term through energy 
efficiency. Mary Immaculate Parish recently invested in an energy 
management system that automates heating, ventilation, air con-
ditioning (HVAC) and variable air volume (VAV) operation, boosts 
efficiency, reduces power use and cuts costs. Renovating the older 
school buildings, particularly the junior high wing, offices and 
kindergarten wing, will allow the parish to gain full use of energy 
efficiency with reductions in energy costs as high as 53%.

Initial estimates show this Phase 1 renovation to be the most 
expensive phase at $553,776. We have engaged VAI Architects 
    (continued on page 2)   

MIS Receives $87,765 
from The Catholic 
Foundation

A huge thank you to The 
Catholic Foundation for 
their $87,765 grant to as-
sist in the renovation of 
the junior high building. 
This is the largest grant 
to be awarded to MIS in 
recent history.

THANK YOU MIS ALUMNI, 
FAMILIES AND FRIENDS!

Our sincere appreciation to 
everyone who contributed to 
MIS in November on North 
Texas Giving Day for helping 
us exceeded our record for 
a single day of giving with 
$49,140 donated! 

Plus we received the final 
Golden Ticket ($1000 
drawing) given away during 
the final hour of North Texas 
Giving Day, which brought 
us to over $50,000 plus the 
multiplier funds (7.1%)! A 
great day for MIS! 

2017 MIS Heart of Gold Auction: Sat. April 1
You are invited to follow the yellow brick road to the MIS Heart of 
Gold Auction on Saturday, April 1, 2017. Our theme for the Auction 
this year, “There’s no place like HOME”, is inspired by our faith-
strong school family and our home improvement needs. 

Nostalgic for your MIS days? 
The auction is a great way to 
reconnect with old friends and 
support your school simulta-
neously. A live auction with 
alumni dad auctioneer, Dean 
McCurry, a silent auction with 
over 300 items, and dancing 
to the Signature Band will be 
featured at the gala. So grab a 
few of your friends and gather 
around a table for dinner, 
dancing, and wonderful items 
for bid. 

Also, we love to promote our 
alumni businesses through the 
auction’s program! Visit the 
auction website at www.MIS-
auction.com for underwriting 
and advertising opportunities.

Our Auction team members (who are full of courage, hearts and 
brains!) are working hard to ensure the success of our event. It 
promises to be a great evening to confer, converse, and other-
wise hob-nob with family and new friends, so join us! Tickets 
are now available at www.MISAuction.com. For highlights of live 
and silent items up for bid, follow the Auction’s Facebook page  
(www.facebook.com/misauction.)

St. Ann Parish 
Provides $10,000 
Match

St. Ann Parish in Cop-
pell has stepped forward 
with a $10,000 grant to 
match funds given in our 
upcoming MIS Heart of 
Gold Auction. This match 
is directed towards assis-
tance in the renovation of 
the junior high building. 
Watch for your auction in-
vitation email, coming in 
February, for your chance 
to help in maximizing this 
matching grant!
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MIS Development

as our architect/engineering team. In addition to working with 
our parish facilities team to create an overall development plan 
(eight projects total over a 10-15 year span) for improvements, 
VAI has already verified existing building conditions and completed 
preliminary drawings for this project. VAI is also working with 
our Diocese to address costs through use of preferred vendors. 
A parishioner experienced in construction will be volunteering as 
project manager to interface with VAI once construction draws 
near.

Mary Immaculate Catholic Parish owns all school buildings and 
contributes $300,000 annually to the MIS budget to cover general 
facilities/maintenance needs and this amount is usually consumed 
by year-end. The parish is allowing the school to solicit donations 
from parishioner families in an indirect manner; however, we are 
not planning a parish-based capital campaign at this time due to 
parishioner obligations to the recent Capital Campaign put on by 
the Diocese of Dallas (our parish was asked to contribute $1.7 
million, and pledged $2.1 million.) 

Our strategy is to conduct a parish capital campaign beginning 

A detailed draft of the facilities development 
plan can be viewed at http://mischool.
org/files/16013.000_MIS_Development_
Plan_20161117_DRAFT.pdf

in about three years that will encompass phases 3-8…and in the 
meanwhile, Mary Immaculate School’s top priority is to fund 
Phases 1 and 2, with the first phase implemented this summer. 
All school fundraising efforts (above and beyond operation budget 
needs) in 2015-16 and 2016-17 have been dedicated to funding the 
jr. high wing project, which is our top priority on our strategic plan. 

Grant applications have been submitted to seven different founda-
tions, requesting funding for Phase 1. The Catholic Foundation is 
the first to provide aid, giving over $87,700 to the project. 

We are working with VAI to ensure all contractors are in place 
and ready to begin construction as soon as school ends June 1, 
2017. The renovations must be completed before classes resume 
in mid-August 2017.

We strive to continue our tradition of quality Catholic education 
while keeping tuition accessible and affordable to all. Together we 
can continue the tradition of quality education and the tradition 
of generosity at Mary Immaculate Catholic School!

Be a part of the renovation team with your directed giving to the junior 
high wing project through our secured giving site:  
www.mischool.org/pages/Donate

http://mischool.org/files/16013.000_MIS_Development_Plan_20161117_DRAFT.pdf
www.mischool.org/pages/Donate
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Amazing Alumni Adventures

On December 30, 2016, three MIS alumni left for an action packed 
week in Rome, Italy, with the Bishop Lynch High School Choir.

Courtney Newman ’11, Matthew Newman ’13 and Emily Drabek 
’14 were part of the Bishop Lynch Choir invited by the director of 
the Sistine Chapel Choir to sing with them at the New Year’s day 
Mass of Mary and the Epiphany Mass on January 6th. 

A contingent of approximately 230 choir members, choir direc-
tors, Bishop Lynch Faculty and family and friends joined in on this 
once in a lifetime trip, arriving in Rome on December 31st. After a 
short day of activity around Vatican City, they joined the crowd in 
St. Peter Square to watch Pope Francis bless the crèche. After the 
blessing, he went through the crowd and many of the students, 
friends and family were able to get within feet of the Pope. 

The choir awoke early on January 1 to take their place behind the 
Papal altar at St. Peter’s Basilica next to the Sistine Chapel Choir. 
The Holy Mass for the Solemnity of Mary was celebrated by Pope 
Francis and was viewed around the world. This would be the 2nd 
of 6 times in which the BL Choir would be in the presence of Pope 
Francis.

The New Year Begins in Rome ...

Above: In St. Peter’s Square, Pope Francis was THIS close! Top Right: 
Courtney and Matthew in front of Trevi Fountain. Bottom Right: Emily 
(center) with choir members at the Vatican Museum.
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Amazing Alumni Adventures

With a quick start to the pilgrimage, the Bishop Lynch Choir never 
slowed down. During the week, they would visit numerous religious 
and ancient sites of Rome and Assisi and perform at three Masses: 
a private Mass for Bishop Lynch Pilgrims in St. Peter Basilica, a 
daily Mass at St Francis of Assisi Basilica, and the Papal Mass of 
the Epiphany. They also performed at one of the weekly Papal 
Audiences, at a service concert and distribution of food for the 
homeless, and at a concert at St. Ignacious.

“The most amazing part of the trip was the concert at St. Ignatius, 
an incredible church with unbelievable acoustics,” said Courtney.  
Emily also loved performing on the trip. “The most amazing part of 
this trip was singing in several different cathedrals. I loved the way 
our sound bounced off the walls and echoed back to us. I am so 
appreciative of the opportunity to sing at a mass presided by Pope 
Francis during our trip because it was truly surreal to be so close 
to someone so holy who most people never get to see in real life.”

Check out their amazing voices on the Bishop Lynch Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/BishopLynchHighSchool/videos/.

To add to their excitement during the busy week, the Bishop Lynch 
Choir received a surprise visit from Cardinal Farrell (formerly the 
Bishop of Dallas Diocese.)

The trip was a life changing pilgrimage for many of the students, 
who experienced the seat of Catholism in a whirlwind week of sight 
seeing and unmatchable performance opportunities. Courtney, 
who graduated from Bishop Lynch is now a sophomore at Texas 
A&M University, had traveled to Rome with the choir while in high 
school. She was invited back to travel and sing with the choir on 
this trip. “I am so thankful for the opportunity to travel and sing in 
Rome, especially Saint Peter’s, four years earlier,” she explained. 
“Even though I had already experienced the magnitude and bril-
liance of the Basilica when I was a sophomore at BL, I found that 
I was still struck with the same kind of awe as a sophomore in 
college. I believe that this feeling paralleled the sense of awe that 
I felt of God himself in the Basilica.” 
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MIS Alumni Class of 1967 classmates on a 
get together trip last February 2016 to Pitts-
burgh to visit Cathy Scharno Kramer. Left 
to right: Cathy Terrell Blunk, Pat McHugh 
Butler (in front). Carol Wessely McCabe, 
Jeannette Clem Johnson, Lucy Morantes 
and Cathy Scharno Kramer. Sadly, this was 
our last MIS classmate trip together with 
Jeannette. She passed away on March 31st, 
2016, after a lengthy and courageous battle 
with cancer. We miss her and will alway 
remember her positive attitude, her own 
unique sense of humor and the endless 
laughter she brought to all of us. We are 
blessed to have had her in our lives. Keep 
them laughing Jeannette. 

Lisa Chmiola ’90 is serving as president of 
the Planned Giving Council of Houston, 
a professional organization dedicated to 
helping donors and clients with gift plan-
ning for nonprofits. She also recently joined 
Beautycounter as a consultant and has 
promoted to senior manager. Lisa is giving 
back all she received in her MIS education 
in her full-time position as Director of Ma-
jor Gifts and Planned Giving with St. Agnes 
Academy in Houston, Texas.

Katie Hatfield ‘95 works for a homebuilder 
and helps families build beautiful new 
homes. She was married in 2014 and her 
first baby Zachary is 11 months old. 

Diem Pham King ‘95 is a physician’s assistant 
in GI/Hepatology. She has two boys and 
loves to travel—their next trip is to San 
Francisco. 

Elizabeth Lucier Sobczyk ‘95 welcomed 
third baby Claire Frances to the family in 
June. Older siblings Jack and Emily are 
mostly thrilled. 

Jordanna Grimmett ‘96 moved to Princ-
eton, Texas and began working for her 
boyfriend at his BBQ shop in Dallas. Go 

getcha some Mike Anderson’s BBQ! Best 
in town! 

John Finch ‘95 will graduate in the fall of 
2017 with a bachelor degree in history and 
minor in mathematics. He has two associ-
ate’s degrees in natural science and geology, 
as well as two daughters. 

Alyssa Heider Gray ‘95 moved from Raleigh, 
NC, to Austin, TX, at the end of May so that 
her husband could complete his certifica-
tion in Health IT at UT. They then moved to 
Davenport, IA, for his new job. She’s excited 
about all of the snow shoveling she gets to 
do this year. 

After a recent health scare, Adam Hall ‘95 
reports that he’s doing much better. Also, 
that he got married January 21st!

Alumni News

After an informal poll, the MIS Class of 95 has determined that 50% of our class on 
Facebook still has the class musical tshirt from their MIS musical “Friends Forever.” 
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Joey Bertrand ‘98, who lives in Dallas with 
his wife Lauren and new baby Harris, sends 
this infomercial: I am a franchise partner 
with Goosehead Insurance, which is the 
fastest growing independent agency in the 
nation. My niche of business is home, auto 
and commercial insurance. I opened my 
office in Farmers Branch at the beginning 
of May 2015, after being part of another 
independent agency for three years prior 
to that. Before being an independent 
agent, I managed multiple Allstate offices 
for 8 years and insurance has become my 
career ever since. Once I was introduced 
to the Goosehead business model and saw 
how well it would work for me, I decided to 
start a company of my own. Everything has 
taken off since day one and I have managed 
to be the number one producing partner 
in the company for the past two years. I 
am looking to have over 15 sales agents in 
the next five years at my Farmers Branch 
location. The great thing is that we can help 
out everybody locally and others across the 
state while having the best service team, 
provided by Goosehead. Many local clients 
have referred their friends and family from 
El Paso to the Houston area because I have 
the options to do so better than their own 
local agent. I eventually plan on opening 
up additional locations as Goosehead 
grows their presence in other states. We 
are currently offering services in California, 
Nevada, Illinois, Florida and Virginia while 
looking to grow into other major markets 
in the next few years.

Alumni News

Dennis Kelly ‘98 married Emily Webb on 
December 30th.

Michelle Nienhiser Yager ‘98 and Phillip 
Yager ‘98 welcomed their second daughter 
Lorelai Lynn Yager on November 3rd — 7 
pounds 5 oz, 19.5” — pictured with Big Sis 
Charlotte, who is 2.5 years old.

Julie Nienhiser Cash ’00 was named 
Teacher of the Year at McAuliffe Elemen-
tary (Lewisville ISD) in December. Her MIS 
Kindergarten teacher, Debbie Smith, sur-
prised her by congratulating her in a video 
played at the school award assembly. Her 
siblings—Cheryl ‘99, Michelle ‘98 and John 
‘00—also surprised her by showing up at 
the award assembly...an exciting day for all!

Matthew Newman ‘13 was named a 
National Merit Commended Scholar and 
Advanced Placement Scholar with Dis-
tinction (3.5 average on all AP exams and 
scores of 3 or higher on five or more AP 
tests). He attends Bishop Lynch HS.

Alexis Hohman ‘14 and her In Speech and 
Debate classmate won  1st place in the  Duo 
category at the Sachse Speech and Debate 
Tournament, representing John Paul II High 
School.

Gian Salaum ’13 received her 2nd Degree 
Black Belt in April 2016, shown here with 
friends (center front).
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Class Agents

Don’t see a class agent for your grad year? We’d love to add you to our list! For more information or to become a class agent, please 
contact alumni@mischool.org.

GRAD 
CLASS

CLASS REP CLASS REP EMAIL FACEBOOK 
GROUP NAME

1959
1960
1961
1962
1963 Priscilla Morantes 

Mahaffey
priscillamahaffey 
@gmail.com

1964 Fred McCurley, 
Andy Reddick

fmcurley@flash.net; 
andy@andyreddick.com

1965
1966
1967 Lucy Morantes ldetamble@live.com
1968 Lib Grimmett/

Connie Black 
Taylor Bratton 

libgrimmett 
@hotmail.com

1969
1970 Lois Zacha (Burt) lezacha 

@aol.com
1971 Jim Dimock juancito@juno.com M.I.S. Class of 

1971
1972
1973 Doug Kile/Mitch 

Jaremko
dkile 
@techlightusa.com

1974 Mark Jabin mark@marmak.us
1975
1976 Linda Eifert Lee lindaclaudette 

@verizon.net
1977
1978
1979 Rosemary 

Schmitz Martinez
rmartinez 
@mischool.org

Mary Immaculate 
School Class of 
1979 - Farmers 
Branch

1980 Deno Colley 
Tibbits

ntibbits@sewell.com MIS Class of 
1980

1981 Kristi Heath 
Florence

kflorence@sbcglobal.net 

1982 Mary DelValle 
Fregia

fregiafam5@gmail.com

1983
1984 Alina Gaubert/

Patrick Kutac
a.gaubert@verizon.net; 
patty@rebelswithoutap-
plause.com

1985 Laura Connelly 
White/Debbie 
Miller O’Donnell

lwhite452@msn.com MIS Class of 
1985

1986
1987

GRAD 
CLASS

CLASS REP CLASS REP EMAIL FACEBOOK 
GROUP NAME

1988 Suzy Rossol 
Matheson

srossol 
@hotmail.com

MIS Class of 88

1989 Thomas Brock thethomas 
@thomasbrock.net

1990 Lisa Chmiola houdatlisa@gmail.com MIS Class of 
1990 Reunion 

1991 Lisa Gonzales 
Leos

leostx2002@gmail.com

1992 Jennifer Daniels danielsj@adw.org
1993 Sally Hill Derrick

Liz Mahaffey

sally.derrick 
@gmail.com
MahaffeyE@cfbisd.edu

MIS Class of 93

1994
1995 Elizabeth Lucier 

Sobczyk
lizzielou81@gmail.com

1996 Anne Marie Lucier 
Bierman

annybierman@gmail.com M.I.S. Class 
of ‘96

1997
1998 Beth Beste
1999 Stephanie Wilson 

Koch
se506@aol.com

2000
2001
2002
2003 Brett Kelly brett.e.kelly@gmail.com
2004
2005
2006 Laura Gambrel LGambrel@staschool.org
2007
2008
2009 Parker Martinez parkermartinez 

@hotmail.com
2010
2011
2012
2013
2014 Brad Kucera
2015 Marisa Martinez marisakmartinez@

hotmail.com
2016
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Alumni News

The Mary Immaculate School Alumni Association is supported through the MIS Office of Advance-
ment. To update your contact information, please go to the Alumni section of our school website at 
www.mischool.org. For more information or to volunteer as a class agent, please contact Rosemary 
Schmitz Martinez ‘79 at 972-243-7105 x151 or rmartinez@mischool.org.

Shop via the MIS link to 
Amazon.com and send 
the link to your family/friends 
too. Be sure to link before 
you fill your shopping 
cart. You use your regular 
amazon account, skip the 
crowded malls and MIS 
gets between 6-10% of your 
purchase…but only if you 
start your shopping through 
our link!  
http://www.amazon.com/?_encodin
g=UTF8&tag=maryimmacaths-20

St. Ann Parish Gives $10,000 to 
MIS Tuition Assistance

St. Ann Parish in Coppell is an annual 
contributor to tuition assistance at 
MIS. This year, they allocated $15,000 
towards tuition assistance for St. Ann 
parishioner families who chose to send their children to MIS. 
Through their help with tuition assistance, St. Ann families 
struggling with tuition costs can have a helping hand in ob-
taining a quality Catholic education at MIS. Children from 
these families that are currently enrolled are able to retain 
the familiarity of Mary Immaculate School and continue 
to receive a quality Catholic education uninterrupted. The 
parish’s thoughtfulness and support of Catholic education is 
greatly appreciated and we are so thankful for the relation-
ship our two parishes have!

http://www.amazon.com/?_encoding=UTF8&tag=maryimmacaths-20

