
Communications for Mary Immaculate School Alumni and Faculty

Summer/Fall 2015

Reconnect with classmates, revisit memories, and witness the incredible transformation of 
the Mary Immaculate School campus!  We are encouraging all alumni and alumni parents to 
join us at All-Class Reunion weekend March 18-19, 2016.

On Friday night, individual grad classes will be holding happy hours at various locations 
around North Dallas. You are encouraged to contact the class agent for your class for more 
information on these gatherings. See page 11 for a list of class agents. If you would like to 
step forward as a class agent for your grad class, please email Rosemary Schmitz Martinez 
‘79 at rmartinez@mischool.org.

On Saturday morning, an open house of the MIS campus will be held from 8:30am to 10:30am. 
Alumni will be able to view the many great improvements that have taken place on our cam-
pus, including the recently renovated library, our St. Ann Science Lab and Art Center, and the 
former church sanctuary that is now a full-sized gymnasium.

On Saturday night, alumni, alumni parents and current/former teachers are invited to par-
ticipate in the big event: a dinner auction that will be held at the Gaylord Texan Hotel. Tickets 
will go on sale in January for $75/person dinner, which will include a live auction with alumni 
dad auctioneer, Dean McCurry, a silent auction with over 300 items, and dancing to the Scott 
Dean band, led by Scott McCurry ‘98. The theme is “Denim and Diamonds: Coming Home 
Texas Style” so you can come country or dress up...your choice!

Make sure you are on the list to get your e-invitation by signing up at http://www.mischool.
org/pages/Alumni_Signup.

Please plan on joining us for a weekend of laughter, friendship and nostalgia!

Other Alumni Gathering 
Opportunities

Mark your calendars now for these 
fall opportunities for MIS alumni to 
gather  
to renew friendships, kindle 
memories, and join  
together in fellowship at Mary 
Immaculate: 

•	 Parish	Fall	Festival:	Fri.	Oct.	2	and	
Sat.	Oct.	3;	families	welcome.

•	 Bingo/Spaghetti	Dinner:	Sat.	Oct.	
10	at	6pm	in	the	Parish	Hall;	fami-
lies	welcome.
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Development Efforts

Home Improvements: Fundraising for 2015-16
This year—and next year—MIS is focusing development efforts on “home improvements.” 
The Parish provides approximately $300,000 annually to MIS for maintenance and general 
upkeep. That covers needs such as repairing plumbing, resurfacing the gym floors, restriping 
parking lots…but installing energy efficient windows in 50 year old buildings or remodeling 
bathrooms just isn’t in the budget. (You can easily imagine how a primary wing bathroom 
could use remodeling after 30 years of little boys with poor aim!)

Key to focusing on this now is the Diocese of Dallas’ Capital Campaign. The 77 parishes 
within the Diocese of Dallas are contributing towards towards a goal of $125 million, with 
87% of that goal met. $50 million is designated to Catholic schools, with $10 million of that 
earmarked for capital improvements. When they open up these funds, 37 schools across the 
Diocese will all join MIS in requesting grants very similiar in nature to our requests.

We need to stand out in making our grant requests, and the best way we can do this is 
through showing participation from our school community in our Annual Giving Campaign. 
We need to be able to say that our entire school community supports our efforts and that 
we are doing our very best to improve our school.

Last year we received almost $25,000 from The Catholic Foundation towards MIS technology 
upgrades…they specifically told us that they were willing to help because we had such a high 
percentage of families contributing to the Annual Giving Campaign. The Knights of Columbus 
matched $15,000 in contributions from our auction donors last February. In each case, orga-
nizations were willing to help because we worked hard towards our goals as a community.

Improvement needs include energy-efficient windows for jr. high, primary and kindergarten 
wings; new partitions in primary bathrooms; remodel of cafeteria bathroom and of inter-
mediate hall bathrooms; and hands-free appliances in all bathrooms.

Our home improvements have been put off for too long.  Please consider a gift to MIS to 
help with these efforts so our facilities can be enjoyed by our students and parish community 
for years to come.

GIFTS TO MIS WILL RECEIVE 
MATCHING FUNDS ON 
NORTH TEXAS GIVING DAY
On Thursday, Sept. 17—FOR ONE 
DAY  ONLY—MIS will receive 
a percentage match on all 
contributions over $25 if the gift is 
given via credit card online at our 
secured link: 

https://www.northtexasgivingday.
org/#npo/mary-immaculate-
school
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Amazing Alumni Adventures

A Blessed Calling

MIS alumni Jacob Joseph Hsieh ‘98 was ordained to the priesthood on Saturday, 
June 27, 2015 with the Norbertines of St. Michael’s Abbey in Silverado, CA. In the 
year prior to his ordination, Fr. Jacob served as deacon for Pope Francis when he was 
invited to sing the Exultet at the 2015 Easter Vigil Mass in Rome. 

He also had the honor of singing the announcement of Easter at St. Peter’s Basilica 
at the Epiphany Mass with Pope Francis, which can be viewed at https://youtu.be/
Foa6GTFwiwE?t=24m.  

The following is a letter from Fr. Jacob to his friends at St. Michael’s Abbey during his 
visit to Rome that will give you a glimpse into this special time in his life.

A typical day for me in Rome involves going to two Pontifical Universities.  This involves a lot of traveling!  When I go to the Angelicum 
with fr. Herman Joseph, my confrere, we walk by the Colosseum, Piazza Venezia, and tons of Roman ruins.  At the Angelicum this last 
semester, I took very fascinating classes: a class on Islam, the Feminine vs. Feminism, a class on Man and Woman in the image of God, 
Pastoral Theology, the History of Spirituality, and finally the Spirituality of the Priesthood.  When I go to the Pontifical Institute of Sa-
cred Music, I have to take a train and then a bus (total transportation time: 45 minutes.)  I get a lot of time to pray on the public train.  
Sometimes I pray even four rosaries!  I’m taking almost all the chant classes being offered there, including a class on chant paleography.  
The classes on chant are superb.  My teacher is a devout Catholic layman who knows practically all the chant repertoire by heart.  He 
knows how important chant is for the Church.  God has really blessed me with this music education in Rome. 

Here in Rome, I have been able to meet so many different people, even a Buddhist monk who is studying at the Angelicum in order to 
learn about Catholicism.  Speaking to so many different kinds of religious sisters and priests from all over the world, especially from 
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Amazing Alumni Adventures

India and Africa, I am so blessed to learn more about the Universal 
Church.  The experience of the Universal Church is really a difficult 
one to feel unless you have been in the heart of the Church.  Rome 
is a very worldly, urban city.  But it is also the Eternal City, the City 
of so many saints.  I’ve gotten to make Holy Hours in beautiful 
baroque churches, visit so many relics of saints, and look at so 
many works of art.  All of the most beautiful things in the world 
are in Rome because the Church has brought all that man has to 
offer to God in art and architecture, and given it to God.

Being a deacon for the Papal Mass on Epiphany was a huge grace.  
With the high school students, fr. Herman Joseph and I went on 
a Scavi tour, and this was perfect preparation for serving Mass 
right on top of St. Peter’s tomb!  What is more, Christ’s Vicar was 
celebrating Mass, gave me the sign of peace and Holy Communion!  
The whole Mass was an experience of the Church Herself.  So tangi-
bly did I feel her presence.  When I was singing the announcement 
of the date of Easter, I felt the enormity of St. Peter’s, the sea of 
people watching me, not to mention all the people watching on TV.  
My mother was watching the whole Mass at three in the morning!  
Imagine the whole Church watching you.  And then you have to sing 
and pray with your whole heart, mind, and soul before the People 
of God.  Grace upon grace.  The melody of the Announcement is 
the same melody as the Exultet which is sung at Easter Vigil, the 
Church already looking towards Easter at Epiphany.  Everything at 
the Mass was so rich, the symbolism so vivid.

I am so thankful to God for everything that He has given me in or-
der to prepare for such a Mass.  All the things that I learned about 
chant at the Abbey, the formation I received about the importance 
of beautiful liturgy, my years of studying the truths entrusted to 
Mother Church. All these gifts and graces really came together in 
the celebration of Mass—and what a Mass of the Epiphany!  To 
share it too with fr. Herman Joseph and to have our high school 

students (many of the students to whom I taught Latin) with their 
dads there in St. Peter’s...all this was so amazing.  God really brings 
everything in our lives together, and when we see and feel how 
everything really does culminate in love of Him: my goodness, He 
is too Good!

I am so thankful for all the people that God has given me who 
have supported me and prayed for me in my preparation for the 
priesthood.  My parents made and continue to make countless 
sacrifices for me to be a priest: paying for all my years of Catholic 
education (Kindergarten through College), and giving up their only 
son to God.  I would like to thank all the teachers who taught me 
at MIS and Jesuit.  How much I gained from them!  I would also 
like to thank Father Abbot and Father Prior for their guidance and 
continual care for our beautiful Abbey.  Without the Abbey, I would 
be lost.  Many thanks too for all of the benefactors of the Abbey, 
known and unknown, who give so much, material and spiritual, 
from their hearts, for the salvation of souls, for the good of the 
Church.  A seminarian is never alone!  Only God knows how He has 
beautifully worked everything in our lives together.  I see this more 

clearly in my heart 
from this gift of being 
able to study in Rome.  
May God continue to 
bless us and bring us 
to Him, Who guides 
all things so sweetly 
to Himself!

Fr. Jacob asks for your 
prayers. He can be 
reached via email at 
frjacob@stmichael-
sabbey.com.
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Alumni News

Ward Becker  attended 3rd and 4th grade 
at MIS from 1959-1961. He remembers 
having a great experience at MIS before he 
moved to the Chicago area, having never 
forgotten all the wonderful friends and 
nuns. He can be reached at buckpor911@
aol.com.

Trent Cook ‘99 is currently an international 
Gulfstream IV and 550 pilot for Procter 
& Gamble in Cincinnati, OH. He can be 
reached at cook2d0@gmail. 

Oscar Flores ‘93 joined the Navy after 
high school, then joined the Fort Worth 
Police Department in 2003 where he was 
promoted to Sergeant last May.

Congratulations to MIS graduate, 
Courtney Ann Newman ‘11 who was 
named Bishop Lynch High School 
Class of 2015 Valedictorian!

Courtney, daughter of Bill and Shelly 
Newman, was active in National Honor 
Society, National English Honor Society, 
National Spanish Honor Society, Mu Al-
pha Theta Math Honor Society and Rho 
Kappa History Honor Society and National 
Science Honor Society. Courtney was rec-
ognized as a National Merit Commended 
Scholar, AP Scholar with Distinction and 
was a four-year Choir member with three 
years on the Choir Leadership Council and 
participation in the JV Choir, A Capella 
Choir and POP Choir.  She was a member 
of the BL swim team where she was a 
four-time state swim meet competitor 
and was named TISCA 1st Team All-State 4 times, 2nd Team 3 times and honorable 
mention five times. Courtney was also named to the TISCA Academic All-State team 
during both years of eligibility. Courtney also participated in Invisible Children, the 
Pro-Life Club and Bishop Lynch Ambassadors. To finish her high school career, she 
was a cast member of the 2015 spring musical The Wedding Singer. Courtney was 
a Eucharistic minister her senior year at BL and, throughout her high school career, 
she was an altar server mentor at Mary Immaculate Parish, where she has been a 
member her entire life. Courtney will begin her college life in the Honors Program 
at Texas A&M University studying Biomedical Sciences, and hopes to continue her 
singing with a minor in Music.

Drew Bernet ‘01 graduated in May from 
the The Louisiana School for the Deaf and 
Visually Impaired. He plans to work in the 
field of Orientation and Mobility and will 
become certified in APE (Adapted Physical 
Education).  Drew, who lost his eyesight six 
years ago, is shown here with his father 
and guide dog.

Brittany McDonald Fink ‘04 has been 
married since June 23, 2012 and now has 
a daughter, Brylie Jade Fink, who is 18 
months old. 

Cynthia (Cindy) Geier ‘06 graduated from 
Texas A&M University and was also ac-
cepted into and started vet school this past 
year at Texas A&M as well.

Sam Ford ‘08 officially has begun his stud-
ies towards priesthood in the Diocese of 
Dallas. He will be attending Holy Trinity 
Seminary at the University of Dallas this 
fall. Sam completed his undergrad at the 
Franciscan University of Steub Stubenville.
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Alumni News

The Texas Interscholastic Swimming 
Coaches Association (TISCA) recognizes those swimmers that 
have produced a top 24 time in TISCA sanctioned meets during 
the school year. The recognition is divided into three categories 
– Class 6A, Class 5A and Under, Private Schools - with places 
1-8 being First Team, 9-16 Second Team and 17-24 Honorable 
Mention.

For the 2014-2015 swim season, Mary Immaculate School 
had 6 alumni in 4 schools to be recognized within the Private 
Schools category. These alumni, while at MIS, were part of the 
2010 swim team which won 5 of the 6 Dallas Parochial League 
Championship trophies.

Grace Butler ‘11, Bishop Lynch High School; honored for 1st 
Team – 200 Freestyle Relay, 2nd Team – 200 Freestyle, 2nd Team 
– 400 Freestyle Relay

Pauli Kerr ‘12, Ursuline Academy; hon-
ored for 1st Team – 200 Medley Relay, 1st Team – 200 Freestyle, 
1st Team – 100 Freestyle, 1st Team – 400 Freestyle Relay

Gordon Montgomery ‘13, Trinity Christian Academy; honored for 
1st Team – 200 Medley Relay, 1st Team – 200 Freestyle Relay, 
2nd Team – 400 Freestyle Relay

Courtney Newman ‘11, Bishop Lynch High School; honored for 
1st Team – 200 Medley Relay,  1st Team – 200 Freestyle, 2nd 
Team – 100 Breaststroke, Honorable Mention – 200 IM

Madeline Tovar ‘12, Ursuline Academy; honored for Honorable 
Mention – 200 Freestyle, Honorable Mention – 100 Backstroke

Nate Young ‘12, Cistercian Preparatory School; honored for 1st 
Team – 200 Medley Relay, 2nd Team – 100 Breaststroke

Javier Cepeda ‘08 (shown on left) is the 
owner of Good Bull Parking, a completely 
Aggie student operated valet parking 
service. 

Four MIS alum were a part of the  
Jesuit baseball team that made it to 
the 2015 state tournament: Joseph  
Montenegro ‘13, JT Mix ‘13, Cameron 
Dobbs ‘12, Will Guzman ‘13

Congratulations to our MIS alumni pictured who recently earned their Eagle 
Scout rank as members of Troop 713! 

Jack Mason ‘12John Paul Gura ‘11 Alex Motter ‘12 Aaron Vincent ‘10
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Alumni News

MIS Class of 2011 was well represented 
as Texas Academic All State Athletes 
with these alum from the Carrollton/
Farmers Branch ISD. 

Pictured back left to right: Nick Ho-
ang, Tennis, Newman Smith: Larry 
Hughes, Football, Creekview;  Lucas 
Worthington, Football, Creekview; Gil-
bert Jimenez, Football, Newman Smith; 

P i c t u r e d  f r o n t  l e f t  t o  r i g h t ; 
Megan Grimes, Volleyball, Creekview; 
Emma Stewart, Soccer, Newman Smith; 
Allie Harrelson, Softball, Newman 
Smith; Emily Martinez, Volleyball, New-
man Smith

Missing from photo: Laura Evans, Tennis, 
Newman Smith; Maddie Spicer, Tennis, 
Newman Smith

Jake Radcliff ‘11 won the John Philip Sousa 
Band Award. Since its inauguration in 1954, 
the John Philip Sousa Band Award is given 
to one outstanding band student in a high 
school band who shows superior musician-
ship, leadership, dependability, and loyalty. 
The Sousa Award is the most prestigious 
award for high school band students. Jake 
graduated from Jesuit and will be attending 
UT Dallas, with intent to major in Computer 
Animation.

Southwestern University will be welcoming 
Excel’s 2015 setter Megan Grimes to their 
roster this fall! Grimes, the 11-5A District 
MVP and Academic All-State player from 
Carrollton Creekview decided to continue 
her volleyball career as a SU Pirate.

Emma Stewart ‘11 has played varsity soc-
cer at Newman Smith High School since 
her freshman year and has been team 
captain both her junior and senior years.  
This year the team was the District 11-5A 
Champions with a 13-0-1 District Record 
and they were a Bi-District Finalist.  Emma 
was voted to the All District First Team and 
made the Academic All-State 2nd Team 
this year.   She was also voted MVP by her 
teammates. Emma was in the International 
Business Academy, received the Principal’s 
Academic Honors Award, the Dedication to 
Leadership Award, has been a DECA District 
winner the last 3 years and is a member 
of the National Honor Society. She signed 
to play soccer at Newman University, a 
Catholic college in Wichita, KS. 

Hannah Miller ‘11 will continue her track 
and field career on scholarship at Johns 
Hopkins University.  Hannah, who was a 
team captain on Ursuline’s track and field 
team, started running in the fifth grade at 
Mary Immaculate.
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As the 2014-15 school year came to a close 
at Mary Immaculate Catholic School, six 
graduating students had cause for extra 
celebration as they accepted scholarships 
in tribute to their work during junior high. 
Over $33,000 in high school scholarships 
were offered to our graduates, and the 
students below collectively accepted over 
$8,000 in scholarships to the high school 
of their choice. 

Christa Gorman, who now attends Ursuline 
Academy, and Christopher Gasper, who 
now attends Jesuit College Preparatory 
School, both received the Mary Immacu-
late Parish High School Scholarship. 
Awarded for the first time this year, this 
scholarship is offered to one parishioner 
girl and one parishioner boy graduating 
from MIS who will be attending a Catholic 
high school. Students awarded this schol-
arship are recognized for excelling in their 
commitment to faith, community spirit, 
leadership, academics, school spirit, effort 
and conduct. 

Christa was also the recipient of the Erin 
Costello Award, one of the highest honors 
presented by MIS to the eighth grade girl 
who best exemplifies MIS in academ-
ics, character, and overall participation. 

Alumni News

Scholarship Winners: (L-R)  Gorman, Gasper, Martinez, Word, Gliem, Arias

Christopher was also the recipient of the 
Murawski Spirit of Community Award, 
which is presented to the eighth grade 
student who best represents MIS as an 
active participant in the life of the school 
and community.

Marisa Martinez and Hope Word were 
each recognized with a Spirit of Love 
Scholarship by the Rebekah Leah Rivera 
Foundation for using their talents to serve 
their community. Both girls now be attend 
Hebron High School.

Kerry Gliem, who now attends Ursuline,  
accepted the Ursuline Academy and MIS 
Leadership Scholarship in recognition of 
abilities shown during her years at MIS.

Nicholas Arias accepted a renewable merit 
scholarship merit scholarship from John 
Paul II High School, where he now attend 
classes.

53% of our sixty 2015 graduates are now 
attending private high schools, with the 
remainder spread throughout public high 
schools in six different ISDs. Of the MIS 
students who applied to the Catholic high 
schools, 93% were accepted by their first 
choice of schools, and 100% were ac-
cepted by their second choice of schools. 
Two of our graduates were accepted into 
the renowned Booker T. Washington High 
School for the Performing and Visual Arts, 
and 100% of our graduates who applied 
for the Academies through CFBISD were 
accepted for those programs.

Class of 2015 Awards
Each year MIS acknowledges top  
students in honor of MIS classmates who 
have gone before us. These awards with 
this year’s award winners are:

• Patrick Brunner Outstanding Student 
Award: Anderson Abbott ‘15 and Con-
nor Tullis ‘15

•  Erin Costello Outstanding Student 
Award: Christa Gorman ‘15

• Sara Murawski Spirit of Community 
Award: April Cannon ‘15 and Christo-
pher Gasper ’15

• Kraig Frick Perseverance Award: Isabel 
Hopkins-Diaz ‘15

• Patricia Echeverri Spirit Award: 
Rachel Pivonka ‘15 and Courtney 
Lambert ‘15

In addition to these awards, members of 
the graduating class receive honors and 
acknowledgments in specific academic 
areas, sports and other extracurricular 
activities. Congratulations to all!

MIS 2015 Graduates Win Scholarships
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To whom much is given, much is expected. 
Many students that go through Mary Im-
maculate take this statement to heart, 
putting their strong civic awareness and 
deep spiritual beliefs into action through 
service in their communities. On Friday, 
June 19, at an annual banquet in North 
Dallas, the Rebekah Leah Rivera Founda-
tion celebrated the accomplishments of 
five MIS alumni by awarding them with 
scholarships.

Established in memory of Rebekah Leah 
Rivera ‘97, who died on June 20, 2004 in a 
car accident, the foundation has awarded 
scholarships totaling over $109,000. A 
member of Mary Immaculate Church in 
Farmers Branch, Rebekah attended both 
Mary Immaculate Catholic School and Ur-
suline Academy, where service to others is 
a concept deeply ingrained and constantly 
practiced. 

While the scholarships are given without 
bias to where the recipient attends school, 
Rebekah’s mother and originator of the 
foundation, Rina Rivera, is pleased to 
know that the scholarships can contrib-
ute towards that decision. “I spoke with a 
recipient’s parent and was told the scholar-
ship they received made a difference in the 
school they chose,” explains Rina. “They 
were so appreciative of the scholarship 
and it made me feel so happy that we are 
doing what Rebekah wanted and are mak-
ing a difference in students’ lives.”

Alumni News

Alumni recognized for community service efforts

The alumni recipients of a $2500 Spirit of 
Love College Scholarship are Ana-Sofia 
Gonzalez ‘11, a Coppell High School gradu-
ate who will be attending the University 
of Texas at San Antonio; and Fletcher Kerr 
‘11,  a Jesuit College Preparatory gradu-
ate who will be attending Louisiana State 
University this fall.

Recipients of a $1000 Spirit of Love High 
School Scholarship are Marisa Martinez 
‘15 and Hope Word ‘15, both of whom will 
attend Hebron High School. 

A $2500 Spirit of Love Faithful Servant 
College Scholarship was awarded to Alexa 
Almaguer ‘11, a Booker T. Washington High 
School graduate who will be attending the 
University of Mississippi.

For full details on the Rebekah Leah Rivera 
Foundation scholarships, please visit www.
rebekahleahrivera.org.

Above: Fletcher Kerr ‘11 (second from left) and 
Ana-Sofia Gonzalez ‘11 (in center) receiving 
their awards.

Center: Hope Word ‘15 is presented with her 
award by Rebekah’s parents.

Bottom: The Rivera family presents an award 
to Marisa Martinez ‘15.

Photo credit: Rosy Posie Photography www.rosyposie.com

Photo credit: Rosy Posie Photography 
www.rosyposie.com
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Alumni News

Photos from the Class of 1984 Mini-Reunion
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MIS Class Notes

Our list of class reps is growing, and we’d love to add you to our list! As class rep, you serve as an ambassador for your class by promoting 
the involvement and fostering a spirit of loyalty and pride in MIS among your classmates. Responsibilities of the class rep are to advise 
the MIS Alumni Association of class gatherings and provide the association with updated address information on your classmates. For 
more information or to become a class rep, please contact Lisa Gonzales Leos ‘91 at leosinc@hotmail.com.

GRAD	
CLASS

CLASS	REP CLASS	REP	EMAIL FACEBOOK	
GROUP	NAME

1959
1960
1961
1962
1963 Priscilla	

Morantes 
Mahaffey

priscillamahaffey 
@gmail.com

1964 Fred	McCurley,	
Andy Reddick

fmcurley@flash.net;	
andy@andyreddick.
com

1965
1966

1967 Lucy Morantes ldetamble@live.com
1968 Lib	Grimmett/

Connie	Black	
Taylor	Bratton	

libgrimmett 
@hotmail.com

1969
1970 Lois Zacha 

(Burt)	
lezacha 
@aol.com

1971
1972
1973 Doug	Kile/

Mitch Jaremko
dkile 
@techlightusa.com

1974 Mark Jabin mark@marmak.us
1975 Joe Meza jrmeza2002 

@msn.com
1976 Linda Eifert 

Lee
lindaclaudette 
@verizon.net

1977
1978
1979 Rosemary 

Schmitz 
Martinez

rmartinez 
@mischool.org

Mary Immacu-
late School 
Class of 1979 
-	Farmers	
Branch

1980 Deno	Colley	
Tibbits

ntibbits@sewell.com

1981 Kristin	Heath	
Florence

kflorence@sbcglobal.
net 

1982 Mary	DelValle	
Fregia

fregiafam5@gmail.com

1983
1984
1985

GRAD	
CLASS

CLASS	REP CLASS	REP	EMAIL FACEBOOK	
GROUP	NAME

1986
1987
1988 Suzy Rossol 

Matheson
srossol 
@hotmail.com

MIS Class of 
88

1989 Thomas	Brock thethomas 
@thomasbrock.net

1990 Lisa Chmiola houdatlisa@gmail.com MIS Class of 
1990 Reunion 

1991 Lisa Gonzales 
Leos

leostx2002@gmail.com

1992
1993 Sally	Hill	

Derrick

Liz Mahaffey

sally.derrick 
@gmail.com

MahaffeyE@cfbisd.edu

MIS Class of 
93

1994
1995 Elizabeth 

Lucier Sobczyk
lizzielou81@gmail.com

1996 Anne Marie 
Lucier	Bierman

annybierman@gmail.
com

M.I.S.	Class	
of ‘96

1997
1998 Beth	Beste
1999 Stephanie 

Wilson	Koch
se506@aol.com

2000
2001
2002
2003 Brett	Kelly brett.e.kelly@gmail.

com
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009 Parker	

Martinez
parkermartinez 
@hotmail.com

2010
2011
2012
2013
2014 Brad	Kucera
2015 Marisa 

Martinez
marisakmartinez@
hotmail.com
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MIS Development News

Technology Upgrades
2014-15 financial development activities funded over $60,000 in technology up-
grades for the school to better serve our students. Donations to the MIS Annual 
Giving Campaign and MIS Heart of Gold Auction complemented funds from The 
Catholic Foundation, The Knights of Columbus Council 5052, and alumni gifts to 
make these technology upgrades possible.

32 compact all-in-one computer units with touchscreens that integrate touch 
ability into learning applications were purchased for the Computer Lab. These 
units require less desktop, allowing students more space for use of school sup-
plies during their lab time. Our strategic plan for technology calls for a 4-year 
rotation of computers for our Computer Lab. As the new computers were brought 
in, the older lab computers moved as needed into our 23 kindergarten to 8th 
grade classrooms to replace older units. 

Two carts of 20 iPads were purchased as well. This brings the total number of 
student iPads for the school to 101, approximately one-fifth of our student count.  
In fall of 2012, in response to the increased need for technology-based learning, 
MIS set a three-year plan to purchase four iPad carts containing 20-30 iPads each 
to be shared between the classrooms, plus 34 individual iPads for teachers. This 
purchase completes the plan. 

A new ceiling-mounted projection system with a long-throw lens and high lumens 
now adorns the Parish Hall. A motorized, large screen drops down from the 
approximately 30 foot tall ceiling to ensure proper viewing in the large space. 
This system—which is used not only by the school, but by many of the parish 
ministries—replaces the mobile screen and cart with projector intended for a 
classroom environment.  

The final addition to our technology upgrades was one not originally planned: 
a new hard drive, video capture software, two 16-Channel IP video encoders, a 
5-port desktop switch, and 4 replacement cameras to resolve a the failure of our 
seven-year-old surveillance system and several surveillance cameras. 

Many thanks to all who contributed so generously to the technology upgrades 
that will allow us to better serve and protect our students!

A generous $26,000 grant from  
The Catholic Foundation  

funded touchscreen all-in-one 
computers for the MIS Computer Lab. 

A generous $6,400 gift from  
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Connelly ‘83 

funded an emergency upgrade to our 
surveillence system and to new HDMI 

cameras.

The	Knights	of	Columbus	Council	5052	once	again	
contributed	to	the	success	of	our	MIS	Heart	of	Gold	
Auction	in	February	when	they	offered	a	match	of	
funds up to $15,000 for any donations made that 
night	directed	toward	the	technology	upgrades.	The	
auction guests hit the $15,000 match with an end-of-
auction stroke-of-midnight gift from a school family, 
and matching employee gifts further expanded the 
funds.	The	Knights	also	challenged	the	PTC	Board	
and	MIDs	to	contribute,	offering	a	separate	match	to	
their	donations.	The	combined	total	of	giving	that	was	
supported	by	the	Knights’	generosity	was:

Donations	at	Auction:		 $15,000	 
Employee matching:  $1,000  
Knights	Match:		 	 $15,000	 
_______________________________________

TOTAL:		 	 	 $31,000
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Undirected giving: Gifts can be made through 
an online contribution to our Annual Giving 
Campaign. 

Purchase magazines/gifts: For every dollar spent 
on magazines subscriptions, gifts and other items 
purchased through Great America, Mary Immacu-
late receives between 40-50% of the purchase 
price. In addition to offering competitive prices 
on magazines, we can accept any offer for which 
you can supply a renewal notice or subscription 
card so you are always getting the best price avail-
able (sorry, no free subscriptions or items can be 
accepted.) Our school code is 2694065.

*Purchase online/printable giftcards: Much 
of your regular shopping can be done by pre-
paying for online or printable gift certificates, 
called ScripNow! You can order for yourself or 
send an eGift in seconds for various retailers and 
restaurants, including Amazon, iTunes, Chili’s, and 
HomeDepot. 

*Tom Thumb Purchases: When you link your Tom 
Thumb Reward card to Mary Immaculate School 
#1246, MIS receives 1% of your purchase every 
time you use the reward card.

If you shop on Amazon.com, 
you can effortlessly earn money 
for MIS. There is no sign up in-
volved, you don’t pay anything 
extra, and you don’t need to 
enter any special codes. 

Simply click on our school’s shopping link to get to Amazon 
and then browse and shop as you normally do — Amazon 
does the rest. MIS will receive about 4-6% of all purchases 
made! Just link before you shop.

Our special link can be found on the MIS Home page at 
www.mischool.org. Simply click it and then bookmark it in 
your Internet Browser so that it can always be the first link 
you click each time you shop at Amazon.

You can double the percentage by buying Amazon scrip 
through ScripNow! above, then clicking the special Amazon 
link/bookmark to speand it!

Methods of Support
Click on the icon to the right of each paragraph for more informa-
tion on each method of support for MIS. The methods marked 
with an * indicates ways you can support MIS through everyday 
fundraisers that don’t affect your pocketbook!

The Mary Immaculate School Alumni Association is supported through the MIS Office of Advancement. 
To update your contact information, please go to the Alumni section of our school website at www.
mischool.org. For more information or to volunteer as a class rep or association leader, please contact 
Rosemary Schmitz Martinez ‘79 at 972-243-7105 x151 or rmartinez@mischool.org.

MIS Alumni Committee 
Rosemary Schmitz Martinez ‘79

Lisa Gonzales Leos ‘91

Linda Eifert Lee ‘76

Stephanie Wilson Koch ‘99

• • •

Join us! Become a part of your MIS Alumni Committee, whether 
as a class rep or as a part of the new MIS Alumni Association 
leadership. Contact Rosemary at 972-243-7105 x151 or 
rmartinez@mischool.org for more information.

https://www.renweb.com/renweb/donateonline/Web/System.cfm?District=MI-TX&SchoolCode
http://www.gaschoolstore.com/landing.aspx?SID=2694065
https://www.shopwithscrip.com/Shop/Product/Browse#?saved
http://www.amazon.com/?_encoding=UTF8&tag=maryimmacaths-20



