
Communications for Mary Immaculate School Alumni and Faculty

Summer/Fall 2016

Dear MIS Alumni and Alumni Parents,

Thank you for being a part of the Mary Immaculate School community!

Each year generous supporters like you join us for the exciting annual North Texas Giving 
Day—this year it will be September 22 from 6 a.m. to midnight. Your generous support makes 
a meaningful difference to providing a excellent learning environment at MIS.

As you know, MIS is changing lives every day through developing the minds, bodies, and 
spirit of our students to form a foundation for lifelong learning. Our goal is to nuture students 
who will leave academically, emotionally, and spiritually prepared to continue their educa-
tion, serve their communities, and use their talents to make a difference. Our graduates, 
respected and sought after by public and private high schools, are shining examples of the 
success of our mission.

On September 22, 2016 (North Texas Giving Day), your gift will help us receive extra funds 
for our work in the community. Every gift of $25 or more will go further with a percentage 
share of $2.5 million dollars  in bonus funds and prizes! By visiting NorthTexasGivingDay.org, 
the online giving website for North Texas Giving Day, you can make a difference with your 
gift to Mary Immaculate School.

Here’s the really exciting part: Every gift made through NorthTexasGivingDay.org on September 
22 helps our chances of winning additional prize money given throughout the day ranging 
from $500 to $5,000! With more than 90 total prizes being awarded throughout the day, our 
chances to maximize your gift are great! 

All gifts that alumni and alumni families make to Mary Immaculate School on September 22 
will help us to fund an energy-efficient renovation of our junior high classrooms. Improve-
ments to the four-classroom building, which was built in 1962, will include energy efficient 
roof, windows, and storefronts; movement away from current boiler system and old AC units 
to energy efficient HVAC rooftop systems; and floor and ceiling repairs to the connecting 
hallway. The entire project is estimated at $544,000. 

We have hired VAI Architects as our architect/engineering team and plan on implementing 
the project beginning June 2, 2017. At this time MIS has committed $150,000 from school 
fundraising efforts plus $10,000 from St. Ann Parish, and $12,000 from a private donor. We 
are  writing grant proposals to fund the bulk of the project, but the additional help from your 
gifts will help show foundations that our entire community is behind this project.

Visit https://northtexasgivingday.org/npo/mary-immaculate-school to make your gift on 
Thursday, September 22. And don’t stop there! Tell at least one friend or family member to 
donate as well. With your help, we WILL reach our $55,000 fundraising goal on North Texas 
Giving Day!

Follow us on Facebook/Twitter so you can share in the excitement of a day of giving and 
remember to give on September 22.

Sincerely,

Rosemary Schmitz Martinez, MIS Class of ‘79 
Director of Development and Communications 
Mary Immaculate Catholic School

We need the support of our 
alumni and alumni parents 
this week to help us reach our 
$55,000 one-day goal on North 
Texas Giving Day 2016!

In 2014, we raised $45,500 in one day.

In 2015, we raised $49,200 in one day.

Help us reach our new goal with your 
gift on Thursday, September 22!

https://northtexasgivingday.org/npo/mary-immaculate-school
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Development Efforts

Home Improvements: Ensuring the Future at MIS 
Last year a facilities development team was formed to determine neces-
sary improvements needed for our aging buildings. A complete facilities 
review, led by our Mel Schrafnagel, our Parish Facilities Manager, identi-
fied and prioritized facilities improvements. 

As mentioned last year, top priority goes to the junior high building, where 
poor insulation, old single-paned windows, substandard roofing and an 
antiquated boiler-system causes uncomfortable classroom conditions for 
the students and higher energy costs for the parish. During the colder 
winter days, teachers use personal heaters while students are allowed to 
wear coats and mittens to compensate for uncomfortable temperatures.

This project is Phase 1 of an eight phase development plan (draft diagram 
below.) VAI Architects has been engaged to lead the architect/engineering 
team and are reviewing the facilities development team’s plans. Phase 1 improvements to the four-classroom building, built in 1962, 
through this project will include an energy efficient roof, windows, and storefronts; movement away from current boiler system and 
old AC units to energy efficient HVAC rooftop systems; and floor and ceiling repairs to the hallway. Current city codes will require us 
to complete energy-efficient upgrades to both the classroom areas and the attached hallway area at the same time. For optimum cost 
relief, roof and HVAC would need to be completed at the same time.

Initially intended as a summer 2016 project, the implementation of Phase 1 hit some snags last winter. The initial $350,000 rough esti-
mate turned out to be a $500,000 project and missing original architectural drawings for the building had to be re-created. Also, plans 
to seek funding from the Diocese Capital Campaign’s $10,000,00 fund earmarked for school capital improvements went to other schools 
in the diocese that were determined to have greater need. Since then, we have identified key foundations to approach for grants this 
fall and secondary foundations to approach (if needed) in early 2017. We will continuing to raise funds through Annual Giving Campaign 
and Auction and will be ready to move ahead with a Summer 2016 remodel.

The jr. high project is the most expensive of the eight phases at around $500,000 and the remaining phases should average $300,000-
$400,000 each. Fundraising for Phase 2 will begin once Phase 1 is completed. Estimated time frame for the planning and implementation 
of all eight phases is 10 years, with the help of a future capital campaign that will incorporate school facility needs with improvements 
for church facilities as well.

Thank you to the Knights of Columbus Council 5052 for 
contributing $15,000 to MIS for a much needed mini home 
improvement: new bathroom partitions for our primary 
wing bathrooms!
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Amazing Alumni Adventures

Following God’s Path
with all its twists and turns…

God is present in any path we choose to take, but discerning which path to take is rarely an easy one. Some decisions 
equip us to make an impact on the world more than others, so seeking the path that better helps fulfill God’s purposes 
for the world is key. MIS alumni Sam Ford ‘07 knows this well and tells his story through his recent blog post, which he 
shares with us here.

So, I’m moving to Kansas City.

“For I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your 
welfare and not woe, plans to give you a future of hope…”

I can’t tell you how many times I’ve heard this verse from Jeremiah 
29 in the last few years. Every time I hear them, I have to laugh at 
myself a little bit, because while I’m sure God knows what his plans 
for my life are (being the all-knowing Creator of space and time 
itself and the one who holds it all in existence simply by willing it, 
He’s got a bit of an advantage), I usually have little to no idea what 
those plans entail in the long run.

Over the past few years, I’ve begun to grasp what Jeremiah 29:11 
actually means. Here’s how I got there. I could probably write a 
book about the ways God has moved in my life recently, but I’ll 
spare you the unnecessary details and keep it as brief as I can.

During the last two and a half years of my undergrad at Franciscan 
University of Steubenville, I was pretty sure that God was calling 
me to be a priest in the Roman Catholic Church. I first really heard 
(or at least the first time I listened to) God’s invitation to discern a 
call to the priesthood as I was about to begin my spring semester 
abroad in Austria. Having heard from many students who had gone 
to Austria before me that this semester was the most life-changing 
semester of their academic career, I wanted to make the most of 
it. My prayer during the Christmas break leading up to my Austrian 
semester was pretty simple; I prayed, “Lord, make me open to 
whatever You want to do in me this semester”. I figured, if it was 
gonna be a life-changing semester, I wanted God to be the one 
making the changes.

Within a 24 hour period – specifically the 24 hour period before 
I boarded the plane to go to Austria – two priests who knew me 
better than most clergymen basically told me to discern a call to 
the priesthood. I hadn’t seriously considered a calling to the priest-
hood before this point, but I figured if I was praying for openness 
to God’s will for my life, and two priests approached me telling 
me to consider the priesthood as what could potentially be God’s 
will in my life, I should probably listen and listen carefully. So, I did.

At first, I was really excited about this new possibility placed before 
me. I marveled at the fact that I was being called out by God for 
a unique vocation. In my mind, I had my marching orders, and I 
took solace in them, as if my life had been planned out for me, 
and I didn’t need to really question them.

However, after a while, the novelty wore off and the weight of that 
call began to sink in. I began to notice a sort of divide between 
what I’d like to do and what I felt I was supposed to do. That was 

a bit unsettling, to say the least. I felt like the plans I had weren’t 
going to live up to my original expectations.

By this point, I had begun my senior year in Steubenville, and 
while all of my classmates were interviewing and getting hired for 
various ministry positions around the country and beyond, I was 
gearing up, albeit reluctantly, for another seven years of school. 
It was during this time that I heard another powerful Bible verse 
spoken to me: 

Psalm 37:4 “Take delight in the Lord, and he will give you the 
desires of your heart”

I began to realize that while I thought I might be called to be a 
priest, it seemed that wasn’t my desire. My lack of desire to be-
come a seminarian and subsequently a priest was not because I 
thought that the vocation itself was bad – by no means did I ever 
think that; rather, I wanted to do one thing (i.e. eventually get mar-
ried and have a family, all while being in lay Catholic ministry full 
time), which necessarily meant I didn’t want to do something else 
(i.e. enter seminary and subsequently become a priest). I wanted 
to do one thing, and thought I was called to do something else. 
Up to this point, Jeremiah 29:11 (“for I know the plans I have for 
you…” and the rest) was my mantra. Psalm 37:4 changed things. 
I had sure faith that God has a plan for me; if it’s the priesthood, 
I’ll find fulfillment in serving God there, and if it’s not the priest-
hood, I’ll find fulfillment in serving God wherever it is he’ll lead me. 
The hard part was figuring out where God’s plans and my desires 
intersected, and to thrive there.

Sam (in green) poses with his siblings  
(l-r) Max ‘15, Jack ‘10, and Gracie ‘17.
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Amazing Alumni Adventures

After a lot of discussion with my vocation director, my spiritual 
director, and several close friends [yay extroverted external pro-
cessing (thank you to everyone who put up with me when I needed 
to think out loud/vent – you know who you are)], I decided to 
go to seminary anyway. It became clear to me that it would be 
irresponsible of me to come to the conclusion that I’m not called 
without having ever gone to seminary (where, naturally, that sort 
of discernment is really meant to happen). So, after having been 
actively discerning with my vocations directors and various spiritual 
advisers, and after graduating from Franciscan in May of last year, 
I entered the seminary with the Diocese of Dallas at Holy Trinity 
Seminary the following August.

I loved seminary. It was an incredible time of growth both person-
ally and spiritually. I jumped head-first into the prayer and the 
community life while I was there; I made some incredible friends 
whom I still keep in touch regularly with, and I had some of the 
most fruitful and consistent prayer I’ve ever had. That being said, 
after a while (roughly 10 weeks), it became clear to me that semi-
nary was not for me. With plenty of guidance from the seminary 
faculty, I left the seminary on October 23, 2015, moved back in 
with my parents, and began looking for a job.

I have zero regrets about going to seminary, because I know that 
God wanted me there for the time that I was there. I have zero 
regrets about leaving, because I know that God wanted me to 
leave when I did.

I have no doubt that God was giving me the grace to leave seminary 
without becoming overly anxious about the future; I was at peace 
with the idea of leaving, and knew that it was time to go. Looking 
back, it was all by God’s grace that I didn’t freak out that much in 
that time of transition. It was as if I had jumped off the high dive 
without actually checking to see if there was water in the pool, 
but I knew that there was because I put my faith in a God who 
provides. I know how crazy that sounds, but looking back, that’s 
basically what happened, so praise Jesus.

Okay. Cool. Go God’s Will. Now what…? Once again, Psalm 37:4 
came rushing back to me – “Take delight in the Lord, and he will 
give you the desires of your heart” – which begs the question: what 
did I really want to do? I looked back on my time at Franciscan and 
at seminary and asked myself what I loved most about my time 
there, and one theme consistently rose to the top: community life, 
specifically intentional Christian brotherhood. The majority of my 
time outside of the classroom both in Steubenville and seminary 
revolved around investing myself in solid Christian community and 
working to build up these communities I was a part of. I was heavily 
invested in my household for all four years of my undergrad, and I 
tried to bring the values and habits which my household brothers 
taught me to seminary. Additionally, I was a Resident Assistant in 
one of the men’s dorms during my last two years at Franciscan, 
and I loved being an RA.

Eventually, through more prayer and conversations with close 
friends, I realized that my heart longed to continue to build and 
foster intentional Christian fraternity. That’s when I began to look 
into Saint Paul’s Outreach (SPO) (by the way, SPO is not St. Paul 
Street Evangelization; confusing, I know – they’re both great, 
but totally distinct, ministries). SPO is a missionary organization 
dedicated to building Catholic communities that awaken faith 
on college campuses and form lifelong disciples of Jesus Christ; I 
was sold on their mission and ministry model from the day I first 

heard about them (which, incidentally, was during my senior year 
at Franciscan). SPO, unlike other college campus ministry organiza-
tions, sets up men’s and women’s households at campuses around 
the country where students can live with SPO missionaries in an 
intentional Catholic community and have a home at school where 
they can grow in their faith and be invested in by missionaries and 
their other housemates.

As I’m sure you’ve guessed by now if you didn’t know already, 
I’m now a mission leader for Saint Paul’s Outreach, and will be 
stationed in Kansas City, where I’ll be working with students from 
Johnson County Community College and the University of Missouri 
at Kansas City, as well as some local recent college graduates, and 
I couldn’t be more excited.

I can’t wait to see what God has in store for me and my fellow 
missionaries these next few years with Saint Paul’s Outreach. I just 
got home from Mission Leader Training up in St. Paul, MN, and I’ll 
be spending the next month and a half living at my parents’ house 
in Dallas building up my missionary support team. SPO is a 501(c)
(3) non-profit organization; we can only operate because people 
believe in our ministry and want to see it continue. As Christians, 
we are all called to do our part in the mission to bring the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ to “all nations” (Matthew 28:19); St. Therese of Lisieux 
puts it beautifully when she said, “Some give by going to the mis-
sions, some by giving to the missions. Without both there are no 
missions.” We, as the missionaries in the field, need missionaries 
back home to join us in Christ’s mission of bringing salvation to 
the whole world, including college campuses. Every missionary 
with Saint Paul’s Outreach gets to raise roughly $3000 in monthly 
support for the ministry of Saint Paul’s Outreach, which the sup-
porter may preference to support the missionary of your choice.

I’d like to leave y’all with a powerful prayer by Thomas Merton 
called the Prayer of Abandonment. It really speaks to the desire to 
faithfully live out God’s loving will for us that so many Christians, 
myself included, have.

My Lord God, I have no idea where I am going. I do not see the road 
ahead of me. I cannot know for certain where it will end. Nor do I 
really know myself, and that I think I am following your will does 
not mean I am actually doing so. But I believe the desire to please 
you does in fact please you. And I hope I have that desire in all I 
am doing. I hope I will never do anything apart from that desire. 
And I know if I do this you will lead me by the right road though I 
may know nothing about it. I will trust you always though I may 
seem to be lost and in the shadow of death. I will not fear, for you 
will never leave me to face my perils alone. Amen.

I would love to share with all of you some of the stories of how 
God has blessed college students around the country through the 
ministry of Saint Paul’s Outreach. Shoot me an email at sam.ford@
spo.org if you’d like to set up a one-on-one meeting with me and 
discuss how you can get involved in a real, substantial way with 
bringing the Gospel to college students 
around the country and make Catholic 
faith come alive on campus!

If you wish to support Saint Paul’s Out-
reach, and the work I am blessed to get 
to do with them, click here: http://spo.
org/donate.
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Alumni News

Erin Korpiel Springer ‘02, is the manager of 
Blue Pomegranate Gallery in Southlake. If 
you’re in the neighborhood, please stop 
by and say hi!

Laura Evans ‘11 and Courtney Newman ‘11 
are members of the Texas A&M Women’s 
Select Choir. A recognized student or-
ganization, the choir strives to promote 
excellence in the fine arts and to encour-
age cultural expansion at Texas A&M. They 
also aim to provide entertainment for the 
campus community, and to enhance the 
perception of the ensemble at all levels. 
The choir travels throughout Texas, beyond 
our state borders, and internationally, and 
performs a varied repertoire of sacred and 
secular classical selections.

Larry Hughes ‘11 is number 73 for the 
Kansas University Jayhawks. A 6’7” 311 lb. 
Offensive Lineman, Larry’s honors include 
2015 Academic All-Big 12 Rookie Team; Big 
12 Commissioner’s Honor Roll and Athletic 
Director’s Honor Roll (fall).

Glenn Williams ‘11 is number 64 for the 
Kansas State Wildcats. A 6’6” 320 lb. Of-
fensive Lineman, Glenn was red-shirted in 
2015. Glenn lettered two years at Coppell 
High, and was an unanimous selection 
for First Team All-District 7-6A honors as 
a senior. He helped the Cowboys to a 6-5 
record and a trip to the state playoffs as 
a senior, while the team went 10-2 and 
earned a district championship his junior 
year.

Annie Sullivan ‘12 collected and delivered 
almost 200 college t-shirts and sweatshirts 
to Stevens Park Elementary School in Dal-
las. Children at Stevens Park wear college 
shirts on test days and Fridays to encour-
age the kids to work hard and remind 
them that going to college is something 
they should aspire to do. Check out An-
nie in the Texas Catholic: http://www.
texascatholicyouth.com/2016/01/25/
inspiring-higher-learning/

Julia Loshelder ‘12 was named a 2015 
National Merit Commended Scholar at 
Marcus High School.

Alex Motter ‘12 was recently named a final-
ist for “Best Series” by The Dallas Morning 
News competition for area high school 
newspapers. Alex’s project focused on the 
9/11 exhibit this past fall, along with addi-
tional stories covering those involved with 
the project. To read why Alex believes 9/11 
still matters, go to http://www.trinitonian.
com/911-still-matters-even-after-15-years/

http://www.texascatholicyouth.com/2016/01/25/inspiring-higher-learning/
http//www.trinitonian.com/911-still-mters-even-afer-15-years/
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Alumni News

Nick Schorgl ‘12 was a part of the 2015-
2016 JPIIHS Men’s Tennis Team who won 
State Championship.

Aryn McGuire ‘12 earned her Gold Award 
in Girl Scouts. To attain this award, a visi-
tation room at the Texas Department of 
Family and Protective Services in Dallas 
was completely restored, and a game of 
the map of the United States was created 
for children from ages 1-10.

Cameron Dobbs ‘12 signed with Oklahoma 
State after helping lead the Jesuit Rangers 
to the first UIL State Baseball Semifinal 
in program history.  Dobbs, a 2015 Area 
Code Team Designee, was a key contribu-
tor to the Rangers’ historic run, finishing 
the season sixth on the team with a .355 
batting average.

Hannah Salinas ‘12 was awarded a $2500 
Spirit of Love Faithful Servant College 
Scholarship for her continued community 
service efforts throughout her high school 
years. The scholarship is given in memory 
of Rebekah Leah Rivera ‘97 by a founda-
tion established in her name by the Rivera 
family. Hannah now attends University of 
Arkansas.

Camilo Arias ‘13 was inducted into the 
2016 French Honor Society at John Paul 
II High School.

Michael Gasper ‘13 was named drum 
major for the 2016-17 Jesuit Ursuline 
Marching Band.

Catherine Mouer ‘14 won 1st Place Sports 
Photo in the 2016 Texas Interscholastic 
League Press Conference Newspaper 
Awards.

Mary Immaculate School was well repre-
sented as Jesuit Varsity Baseball earned 
the first UIL Baseball Championship in 
school history last weekend. Shown here 
(l-r) are our alum players holding their 
championship trophy: Cameron Dobbs 
‘12, JJ Montenegro ‘13, John Guzman ‘13, 
JT Mix ‘13, Will Guzman ‘13, Chris Irby ‘14, 
and Trevor Dobbs.

Katherine Beachner ‘12 was awarded a 
$2500 Spirit of Love College Scholarship for 
her community service efforts. The schol-
arship is given in memory of Rebekah Leah 
Rivera ‘97 by a foundation established in 
her name by the Rivera family. Katherine 
now attends University of Arkansas.
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Samantha Matz ‘14 was one of twenty 
women to be selected by the United States 
Fencing Association (USFA) to compete in 
the European Cadet Circuit in Budapest 
on Sept. 12. This was Samantha’s first in-
ternational competition, and she finished 
in 32nd place out of 181 hopefuls. This 
placement earns her international points 
that will be included in her national roll-
ing point system rankings. Samantha was 
already ranked 25th in the Cadet stand-
ings prior to this competition. Samantha 
attends The Highlands.

Riley Campbell ‘14 competed in the 
WORLD Irish Dance Championships in 
Glasgow, Scotland. She placed 19th out of 
158 girls her age, to qualify for Worlds and 
ranking her as one of the top Irish dancers 
in the Southern Region. Riley also com-
peted internationally at the All Scotland 
Championships in Glasgow, Scotland in 
February 2016 and the Irish Dance North 
American Nationals in Orlando, Florida in 
July (ranked 60th in the Nation.) In addi-
tion, she will compete in the All Ireland 
Irish Dance Championships in November.

Alumni News

Lunna Del Mar Santos ‘14 received the 
Hebron High Sophomore Architectural 
Design Award 2015-16.

Chelsea Chow ‘15 won the Mansfield 
Shootout tournament as part of the John 
Paul II HS Girls Golf team who won the 
TAPPS division. 

Devin Lalonde ‘15 won the 1st Place (Blue 
Ribbon) in the Texas State Fair Art Com-
petition. Check out Devin’s painting on 
display in the creative arts building at the 
Texas State Fair Sept 30-Oct 23.
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Alumni News

Congratulations to our MIS alumni 
pictured who recently earned their 
Eagle Scout rank as members of 
Troop 713! 

Matthew Megarity ‘12

Hector Juarez ‘15 won the St. Ignatius Trivia 
Challenge at Jesuit, which earned him the 
role of St. Ignatius for Ranger Day 2015.

The Gold Award is the highest honor awarded a Girl Scout. These MIS alumae from 
Troop 1897 all earned their Gold while attending Ursuline Academy after MIS:

Catherine Beachner ‘12 filled Anna’s 
Closet with gifts for inpatients undergoing 
treatment and put together a Valentine’s 
Party for anyone who wanted to attend at 
Children’s Medical Center for the Oncol-
ogy Floors. Catherine now attends the 
University of Arkansas.

Pauli Kerr ‘12 made donation of rain gear, 
helped in the clothes closet, served lunch 
and played BINGO with some homeless 
people at Austin Street Shelter. Pauli 
is now attending Southern Methodist 
University.

Madeline Tovar ‘12 planted rose bushes 
in Keenan Historical Cemetery in Farmers 
Branch, along with creating a Rose map 
for the Rose Garden and she taught some 
younger Girl Scouts about the Rose Gardens and helped them with a service project. 
Madeline is attending Texas Christian University.

Hannah Salinas ‘12 painted an inspirational word wall for a sleeping room at the Texas 
Dept of Family Protective Services. She added new furniture and a TV with DVDs. 
Hannah is attending the University of Arkansas.

Nate Young ‘12Michael Gasper ‘13
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Alumni News

Once a Mustang, Always a Mustang…

Pauli Kerr ‘12 was a MIS Mustang, swam for the Dallas Mustangs club team, and is now 
swimming for the Southern Methodist University Mustangs. Her  father, Todd Kerr, was 
a South Oak Cliff Mustang and her mother, Holly, was a JJ Pearce Mustang, so perhaps 
it was pre-destined. 

SMU was initially not her first choice, but Pauli fell in love with the university while on 
her final swim recruiting trip...turning down Xavier, University of Arkansas, LSU and TCU. 
Pauli is excited to now be swimming for the SMU Mustang Swim Team, American Athletic 
Conference Champions who are in the process of building a 20+ million dollar pool. She 
said that she chose SMU because their business school is one of the top business schools 
in the nation and that SMU gives you everything you need to succeed at what you want 
to do. She also likes that it is right in the middle of a big city.

Pauli’s love for swimming began when she joined the Farmers Branch Barracudas with 
classmates while at MIS. Pauli ended up winning all of her races, going to State for TAFF 
and coming in 3rd at State. From there she joined the Dallas Mustangs and  also swam 
at Brookhaven Country Club for a few summers, breaking the record for the 100 free for 
DASA. She helped lead both her JV and Varsity MIS Dallas Parochial League teams on to 
Team Championships all 4 years, plus the Girls Team Championships all 4 years.

While with the Dallas Mustangs, Pauli enjoyed swimming at meets across Texas and in 
Oregon and North Carolina for Futures and Jr Nationals. During her Senior year of high 
school, she went with her National Team with Dallas Mustangs to Belgium to swim for 
the Flanders Speedo Cup. The trip gave her a chance to compete on an international level 
and get to experience with different cultures. Her most treasured award is the Golden 
Mustang Award given to one person in her National group that not only achieved in the 
pool, but was a leader on the team, hard worker and had a positive attitude with her 

teammates, she received this award in 
her Junior and Senior years of high school.

Pauli attended Ursuline Academy, gradu-
ating in 2016 with five school records, in 
the 50 and 100 Free, 200 and 400 Free 
Relays and the 200 Medley Relay. She was 
Rookie of the Year her freshman year and 
MVP her Senior Year. She has TAPPS State 
records in the 200 and 400 Free Relays. 
She was named All State all four years at 
Ursuline and was an Academic All State 
all four years.

Pauli excels in and out of the classroom. 
She was a School Ambassador for Ursu-
line, was on the Deans List 9-11 grades, 
and earned her Girl Scout Gold Award 
her Senior year. She was in the Support 
our Troops club, played receiver  on the 
Senior Powder Puff team, and played vol-
leyball for school intramurals. A Real Estate 
Finance major, Pauli  was recently chosen 
for the Delta Sigma Pi business fraternity.
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As the 2015-16 school year came to a close 
at Mary Immaculate Catholic School, six 
graduating students had cause for extra 
celebration as they accepted scholarships 
in tribute to their work during junior high. 
Over $38,000 in high school scholarships 
were offered to our graduates, and the 
students below collectively accepted over 
$21,000 in scholarships to the high school 
of their choice. 

Rachel Cook, who now attends Ursuline 
Academy, and Alejandro Cepeda, who now 
attends Jesuit College Preparatory School, 
both received the Mary Immaculate Parish 
High School Scholarship. This scholarship 
is offered to one parishioner girl and one 
parishioner boy graduating from MIS who 
will be attending a Catholic high school. 
Students awarded this scholarship are rec-
ognized for excelling in their commitment 
to faith, community spirit, leadership, aca-
demics, school spirit, effort and conduct. 
Rachel was also recognized for the 2nd 
highest ranking in her class.  

Reagan Whisler, who now attends Ursu-
line, accepted the renewable Ursuline 
Academy Sr. Kathleen Barnes, OSU Math-
ematics Scholarship .

Alumni News

Scholarship Winners: (L-R)  Cook, Cepeda, Martin, Koch, Whisler, Aguilar

James Martin was recognized with a Spirit 
of Love Scholarship by the Rebekah Leah 
Rivera Foundation for using his talents to 
serve his community. James now attends 
Jesuit.

Ainsley Koch, who now attends Ursuline,  
accepted the Ursuline Academy and MIS 
Leadership Scholarship in recognition of 
abilities shown during her years at MIS.

Isabella Aguilar accepted a renewable 
merit scholarship merit scholarship from 
John Paul II High School, where she now 
attend classes. Isabella was recognized for 
the highest class ranking.

60% of our sixty 2016 graduates are now 
attending private high schools, with the 
remainder spread throughout public high 
schools in four different ISDs. Of the 2016 
MIS graduates who applied to the Catholic 
high schools, 91% were accepted by their 
first choice of schools, and 100% were ac-
cepted by their second choice of schools. 
100% of our graduates who applied for the 
Academies through CFBISD were accepted 
for those programs.

Class of 2016 Awards

Each year MIS acknowledges top  
students in honor of MIS classmates 
who have gone before us. These 
awards with this year’s award win-
ners are:

• Patrick Brunner Outstanding 
Student Award: James Martin & 
Aidan Rogers-Malone

•  Erin Costello Outstanding Student 
Award: Rachel Cook & Mia Krusin-
ski

• Sara Murawski Spirit of Commu-
nity Award: Alejandro Cepeda

• Kraig Frick Perseverance Award: 
Michael Mason & Kara McKemy

• Patricia Echeverri Spirit Award: 
Xavier Garcia 

In addition to these awards, mem-
bers of the graduating class receive 
honors and acknowledgments in 
specific academic areas, sports and 
other extracurricular activities. Con-
gratulations to all!

MIS 2016 Graduates Win Scholarships
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MIS Class Notes

Our list of class reps is growing, and we’d love to add you to our list! As class rep, you serve as an ambassador for your class by promoting 
the involvement and fostering a spirit of loyalty and pride in MIS among your classmates. Responsibilities of the class rep are to advise 
the MIS Alumni Association of class gatherings and provide the association with updated address information on your classmates. For 
more information or to become a class rep, please contact Lisa Gonzales Leos ‘91 at leosinc@hotmail.com.

GRAD CLASS REP CLASS REP EMAIL FACEBOOK

1959
1960
1961
1962
1963 Priscilla 

Morantes 
Mahaffey

priscillamahaffey 
@gmail.com

1964 Fred McCurley, 
Andy Reddick

fmcurley@flash.net; 
andy@andyreddick.
com

1965
1966

1967 Lucy Morantes ldetamble@live.com
1968 Lib Grimmett/

Connie Black 
Taylor Bratton 

libgrimmett 
@hotmail.com

1969
1970 Lois Zacha 

(Burt) 
lezacha 
@aol.com

1971 Jim Dimock  juancito@juno.com M.I.S. Class of 
1971

1972
1973 Doug Kile/

Mitch Jaremko
dkile 
@techlightusa.com

‘73 Mary  
Immaculate

1974 Mark Jabin mark@marmak.us
1975 Paul Shafer paulandrewshafer@

gmail.com
1976 Linda Eifert 

Lee
lindaclaudette 
@verizon.net

MIS Class of 
76

1977
1978
1979 Rosemary 

Schmitz 
Martinez

rmartinez 
@mischool.org

Mary Immacu-
late School 
Class of 1979 
- Farmers 
Branch

1980 Deno Colley 
Tibbits

ntibbits@sewell.com MIS Class of 
1980

1981 Kristin Heath 
Florence

kflorence@sbcglobal.
net 

MIS Class of 
81

1982 Mary DelValle 
Fregia

fregiafam5@gmail.com

1983
1984 Alina Gaubert/

Patrick Kutac
a.gaubert@verizon.net; 
patty@rebelswithoutap-
plause.com

GRAD CLASS REP CLASS REP EMAIL FACEBOOK

1985 Laura Connelly 
White/
Debbie Miller 
O’Donnell

lwhite452@msn.com MIS Class of 
1985

1986
1987 Stacey Reese 

North
1988 Suzy Rossol 

Matheson
srossol 
@hotmail.com

MIS Class of 
88

1989 Thomas Brock thethomas 
@thomasbrock.net

1990 Lisa Chmiola houdatlisa@gmail.com MIS Class of 
1990 Reunion 

1991 Lisa Gonzales 
Leos

leostx2002@gmail.com

1992 Jennifer 
Daniels

danielsj@adw.org

1993 Sally Hill 
Derrick

Liz Mahaffey

sally.derrick 
@gmail.com

MahaffeyE@cfbisd.edu

MIS Class of 
93

1994
1995 Elizabeth 

Lucier Sobczyk
lizzielou81@gmail.com

1996 Anne Marie 
Lucier Bierman

annybierman@gmail.
com

M.I.S. Class 
of ‘96

1997
1998 Carey 

Murawski
 murawski.carey@
gmail.com

1999 Stephanie 
Wilson Koch

se506@aol.com  MIS Class of 
‘99

2000
2001
2002
2003 Brett Kelly brett.e.kelly@gmail.

com
Mary Immacu-
late Class of 
2003

2004
2005 MIS Class of 

2005 Reunion
2006 Laura Gambrel LGambrel@staschool.

org
2007
2008
2009 Parker 

Martinez
parkermartinez 
@hotmail.com

2010
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MIS Development News

Let us thank you NOW!
A charitable bequest is one of the easiest ways you can leave a 
lasting impact on Mary Immaculate School. A bequest may be 
made in your will or trust.

With the help of an advisor, you can include language in your will 
or trust specifying a gift to be made to MIS as part of your estate 
plan. A bequest may be made in several ways:

• Gift of a percentage of your estate

• Gift of a specific asset

• Gift from the balance or residue of your estate

Through your bequest you can retain assets during life, lessen the 
burden of taxes on your family, and support MIS students.

If you have named Mary Immaculate School in your will, feel free 
to let us know...we’d like to show our appreciation now. Contact 
the MIS Office of Advancement at 972-243-7105 x151 or send 
an email to rmartinez@mischool.org for more information on 
directing your gift. 

Undirected giving: Gifts can be made through 
an online contribution to our Annual Giving 
Campaign. 

Purchase magazines/gifts: For every dollar spent 
on magazines subscriptions, gifts and other items 
purchased through Great America, Mary Immacu-
late receives between 40-50% of the purchase 
price. In addition to offering competitive prices 
on magazines, we can accept any offer for which 
you can supply a renewal notice or subscription 
card so you are always getting the best price avail-
able (sorry, no free subscriptions or items can be 
accepted.) Our school code is 2694065.

*Purchase online/printable giftcards: Much 
of your regular shopping can be done by pre-
paying for online or printable gift certificates, 
called ScripNow! You can order for yourself or 
send an eGift in seconds for various retailers and 
restaurants, including Amazon, iTunes, Chili’s, and 
HomeDepot. 

*Tom Thumb Purchases: When you link your Tom 
Thumb Reward card to Mary Immaculate School 
#1246, MIS receives 1% of your purchase every 
time you use the reward card.

If you shop on Amazon.com, 
you can effortlessly earn money 
for MIS. There is no sign up in-
volved, you don’t pay anything 
extra, and you don’t need to 
enter any special codes. 

Simply click on our school’s shopping link to get to Amazon 
and then browse and shop as you normally do — Amazon 
does the rest. MIS will receive about 4-6% of all purchases 
made! Just link before you shop.

Our special link can be found on the MIS Home page at 
www.mischool.org. Simply click it and then bookmark it in 
your Internet Browser so that it can always be the first link 
you click each time you shop at Amazon.

Methods of Support
Click on the icon to the right of each paragraph for more informa-
tion on each method of support for MIS. The methods marked 
with an * indicates ways you can support MIS through everyday 
fundraisers that don’t affect your pocketbook!

The Mary Immaculate School Alumni Association is supported through the MIS Office of Advancement. 
To update your contact information, please go to the Alumni section of our school website at www.
mischool.org. For more information or to volunteer as a class rep or association leader, please contact 
Rosemary Schmitz Martinez ‘79 at 972-243-7105 x151 or rmartinez@mischool.org.

MIS Alumni Committee 
Rosemary Schmitz Martinez ‘79

Lisa Gonzales Leos ‘91

Linda Eifert Lee ‘76

Stephanie Wilson Koch ‘99

• • •

Join us! Become a part of your MIS Alumni Committee, whether 
as a class rep or as a part of the new MIS Alumni Association 
leadership. Contact Rosemary at 972-243-7105 x151 or 
rmartinez@mischool.org for more information.

http://www.amazon.com/?_encoding=UTF8&tag=maryimmacaths-20
http://www.gaschoolstore.com/landing.aspx?SID=2694065
https://www.shopwithscrip.com/Shop/Product/Browse#?saved
https://www.renweb.com/renweb/donateonline/Web/System.cfm?District=MI-TX&SchoolCode

